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1 Reason for Contribution

The ARC WG is starting discussions on the specification of CBCS-1 (the request-response protocol to obtain one or more content categories).

2 Summary of Contribution

The ARC WG is starting discussions on the specification of CBCS-1 (the request-response protocol to obtain one or more content categories).
Document OMA-ARC-CBCS-2007-0028-INP_CBCS_1_introduction_to_ICAP introduces the already existing standard ICAP (internet content adaptation protocol) and how it performs the needs of CBCS-1. 

ICAP and it’s use for content categorization is widely recognized and endorsed by the major players in the content screening and categorization industry (see www.icap-forum.org ).

It is suggested here, in accordance with OMA’s key principles, to re-use an existing interface (ICAP) for CBCS-1 that already is widely endorsed, rather than inventing a new categorization request-response protocol.
3 Detailed Proposal

Looking at the major players in the content screening and categorization industry we notice that these have adopted an open standard for requesting content categorization to a content categorization server. 

This open standard is ICAP (internet content adaptation protocol) and it’s specified by IETF. The major players in the content screening and categorization industry have united in the ICAP Forum (www.icap-forum.org) to advocate ICAP in the context of content screening and categorization. In order to do so the ICAP forum is endorsing both ICAP and an ICAP content categorization extension.

For an introduction to ICAP and its content categorization extension; see OMA-ARC-CBCS-2007-0028-INP_CBCS_1_introduction_to_ICAP.

In the process of specification of CBCS-1 we should adhere to OMA’s key principles (see the FAQ page), such as,
· “The alliance is not competing with the existing standards but, rather, complementing them to focus on interoperability of services across markets”
· “Be the catalyst for the consolidation of standards activity within the mobile data service industry; working in conjunction with other existing standards organizations and industry fora to improve interoperability and decrease operational costs for all involved.”
In accordance with these principles we have observed that it is OMA’s preferred way of working to reuse existing specifications that fit the requirements, rather than inventing new alternatives.

In addition; notice that reusing an existing specification will reduce OMA Technical Specification development time. And also ICAP has already been adopted by the relevant players in the content screening and categorization industry; it is not very likely that a newly invented OMA standard will be endorsed by these players.

Give these facts, we believe that we should assess whether ICAP suits our needs for the CBCS-1 content categorization protocol.
In case we opt to specify a new protocol we should at least contact the ICAP Forum and make the forum aware of our proceedings; so that we (OMA together with the ICAP Forum) can work together towards standards convergence. 
In case we opt to reuse ICAP we may let the ICAP Forum know about this so the forum can refer to the OMA endorsement.
4 Intellectual Property Rights

Members and their Affiliates (collectively, "Members") agree to use their reasonable endeavours to inform timely the Open Mobile Alliance of Essential IPR as they become aware that the Essential IPR is related to the prepared or published Specification.  This obligation does not imply an obligation on Members to conduct IPR searches.  This duty is contained in the Open Mobile Alliance application form to which each Member's attention is drawn.  Members shall submit to the General Manager of Operations of OMA the IPR Statement and the IPR Licensing Declaration.  These forms are available from OMA or online at the OMA website at www.openmobilealliance.org.

5 Recommendation

We should assess whether ICAP suits our needs for the CBCS-1 content categorization protocol.

In case we choose to specify a newly invented OMA-specific protocol we should discuss with the ICAP Forum on how to converge the two efforts.
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