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1 Reason for Contribution

In Input Contribution OMA-ARC-CBCS-2007-0033, Ericsson proposes text for the CBCS TS that endorses reuse of the ICAP protocol for the CBCS-1 interface.  In this contribution we provide our view on this proposal.
2 Summary of Contribution

Document OMA-ARC-CBCS-2007-0033 seeks to convince that ICAP is suitable to reuse as the protocol for the CBCS-1 interface.  While the document appears to provide extensive technical arguments, it does little more than explain the standard chunk-encoding scheme (used in RFC 3507) and reiterate the point that “an HTTP body can carry any data”.
The fact that HTTP or ICAP can carry any type of data is besides the point, and it is not the reason why we discourage the use of ICAP on the CBCS-1 interface.
The real problem with the re-use of ICAP in CBCS is that it does not standardize what should be standardized on the CBCS-1 interface.  

Straight ICAP adoption as proposed in document OMA-ARC-CBCS-2007-0033 does not resolve the following issues:
· How to tell the Categorization Component what kind of content is being submitted for categorization?

· How to encode additional Content parameters such as the SMS sender?
· How to request the categorization of Content by references other than URL (e.g. GSM shortcode, content description, content digest)?

· How to ask the Categorization Component to use only specific categorization schemes (filtering)?

· How to represent categories returned by the Categorization Component?
3 Detailed Proposal

ICAP is a well established request-reply protocol for content processing, and we do recognize that its reuse may have benefits for CBCS.  However, instead of just declaring that “CBCS-1 is ICAP”, what we need to do is to specify the CBCS-1 request and response parameters, and then map them onto ICAP.  This is not as trivial as contribution OMA-ARC-CBCS-2007-0033 suggests.
On the other hand we believe there are also other standard protocols with equal industry support that could also qualify as bearers of CBCS-1 requests and replies.  SOAP is one example.

Taking these points into account, we propose the specification of an abstract CBCS-1 protocol with ICAP and SOAP implementations.  In other words, the CBCS TS would specify the CBCS-1 request and reply parameters in an abstract, implementation independent format.  In addition, the CBCS TS will contain normative mappings of this protocol onto ICAP and SOAP (and possibly other protocols that OMA members may propose).
4 Intellectual Property Rights

Members and their Affiliates (collectively, "Members") agree to use their reasonable endeavours to inform timely the Open Mobile Alliance of Essential IPR as they become aware that the Essential IPR is related to the prepared or published Specification.  This obligation does not imply an obligation on Members to conduct IPR searches.  This duty is contained in the Open Mobile Alliance application form to which each Member's attention is drawn.  Members shall submit to the General Manager of Operations of OMA the IPR Statement and the IPR Licensing Declaration.  These forms are available from OMA or online at the OMA website at www.openmobilealliance.org.

5 Recommendation

We kindly ask ARC to not to include the text proposed in document OMA-ARC-CBCS-2007-0033 in the CBCS TS, and agree on a solution that fits the requirements for CBCS-1 more adequately.
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