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1 Reason for Contribution

During recent meetings, MCC has identified two new reference points, which are currently called “A” and “B”. However, as the editor of the AD, I found that the ARC working group (being a horizontal group responsible for the consistency of architectures and naming and also being the owner of the AD template) proposes different terminology and naming convention.
2 Summary of Contribution

· The term “interface” should be used instead of “reference point”.

· “A” should be replaced by “CH-1”.
· “B” should be replaced by “CH-2”.
3 Detailed Proposal

The following quote is the fill-in hint from the current AD template, section 5.3 “Functional Components and Interfaces”:

<< This section describes all of the architecture’s functional components and interfaces. Each of the components should be described in a separate subsection and MUST contain at least the following information:

Name

Description

Responsibility (e.g. what does the component do/perform)

Each component SHOULD have at least one interface that can be used by some other functional component, enabler, application, etc.

All of the interfaces should be described in this section.  The interfaces MUST be described in a language-independent way as required by [ARCH-PRINC].

Each interface description MUST include at least the following information:

Name

Description

Entities in this enabler that will use the interface 

Interface naming convention: The name of an interface consists of one, two, or three characters, followed by a dash, followed by a running number (starting at “1” and counting upwards in steps of 1 for each new interface).  Each work group decides about the character(s) for their interfaces as long as there is no duplication with already existing names (work groups can consult ARCH to confirm).  Interface names should be chosen in an intuitive way to allow easy recognition of the interface (e.g. based on what functionality is communicated over the interface).  Some examples are:

     B-1
B stands for “Browsing”

     POC-5
POC stands for “Push to Talk over Cellular”

     MMS-7
MMS stands for “Multimedia Messaging”
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This suggests that the AD should describe interfaces rather than reference points. About the difference between the two, my understanding is as follows:
· A Reference Point is a communication link between two components. It describes the fact that these components do communicate, without any implications of protocol(s) being used here.

· An Interface is a communication endpoint that a single component exposes in order to provide a particular service and that any interested component can access in order to use the service. Contrary to Reference Points, an interface is bound only to the component exposing it. This component does not care which components is at the other end of a communication channel, as long as it behaves properly (according to the interface’s specification).
ARC representatives explained to me that ARC does not actually intend to mandate the use of interfaces instead of reference points. However, they pointed out that all AD’s being in the pipeline of the AD review process do actually use interfaces.

Now, looking at what we call reference points A and B, they are actually interfaces in the above sense. Therefore I propose to call them accordingly.
About their names, A and B, the AD is very clear that interfaces shall be labeled with an abbreviation of the enabler name (up to three letters), a dash, an a running number. I propose to use “CH” for the charging enabler, and by maintaining the order A then turns into CH-1 and B turns into CH-2.
4 Intellectual Property Rights

Members and their Affiliates (collectively, "Members") agree to use their reasonable endeavours to inform timely the Open Mobile Alliance of Essential IPR as they become aware that the Essential IPR is related to the prepared or published Specification.  This obligation does not imply an obligation on Members to conduct IPR searches.  This duty is contained in the Open Mobile Alliance application form to which each Member's attention is drawn.  Members shall submit to the General Manager of Operations of OMA the IPR Statement and the IPR Licensing Declaration.  These forms are available from OMA or online at the OMA website at www.openmobilealliance.org.

5 Recommendation

I kindly ask the group to agree on

· the use of the term “interface” instead of reference point,

· the use of “CH” as the prefix for all interfaces within the charging enabler,
· the use of “CH-1” for the interface formerly known as “reference point A”, and

· the use of “CH-2” for the interface formerly known as “reference point B”.

As the editor of the AD, I kindly ask the group to grant the mandate for the necessary changes.
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