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1 Reason for Contribution

This input contribution aims to address the action point taken by Lucent Technologies during the Singapore meeting in attempt to clarify the role of the O-CTF within OMA.


Revision 01  of this document incorporates additional changes as a result of email comments since submission of the documents. The details are listed in section 2.1 below.


2 Summary of Contribution

The change request proposed address several aspects of the RD, but is primarily focused on the role of the OMA Charging Trigger Function (O-CTF). During the discussion in Singapore, there was a suggestion to move the definition out of the definitions section. However, considering that the usage of the term is widespread, this contribution proposes maintaining it in the definition section, however, the key change in the definition is to state categorically that the responsibility of the functionality is outside the scope of the MCC and depends on the application or enabler. In order to make this distinction clear, the section that deals with the description of the O-CTF has been moved out of section 5.3 and placed in a new section. The reason is that previously, with the description of the O-CTF being in a section that deals with the functional description of the Charging Enabler, readers would automatically associate this functionality to the Charging Enabler.

Additional changes include:

· Figure 1 was also changed to show the O-CFT as a different shape than then functional elements that constitute the charging enabler, again for a clearer distinction.

· Generally the text surrounding usage of O-CTF is loosened, for example use of “may” and usage of indefinite article (an O-CTF, rather than the O-CTF)

· Inclusion of a single diagram after the description of the reference points that binds the deployment entities and the reference points. Whilst this is (or will be covered) in a revised AD, having a single diagram show how the entities interact gives readers a overall view as opposed to extracting this from several diagrams.

· Additional edits to various sentences to add more clarity or different emphasis on term O-CTF.

· Finally, section 6.6 “Charging Agent Scenario dealing with parallel charging clients”  struggles to convey the real meaning of the entire section, such as the suggestion of charging enabler functionalities in separate entities, but not being clear, usage of terms not used in the AD previously e.g. PEEM and account management system, execution environment ..etc. Without the real background to this, we are unable to provide text to clarify this section and hence MCC is asked to consider revising this section.

2.1 Revisions as a result of R01.

· The introduction has been revised to capture the point form Siemens that revision of the definition of the charging enabler should have some reference to the fact that enabler functi0nality can be distributed. 

· The definitions of quota and quota management have been revised in line with the Siemens comments, with some liberal interpretation on the latter.

· The newly introduced figure is modified in line with the comments form Siemens. Further point on this comment in discussed in 2.2 below.

· The document now clarifies the functions actually offered in the first release of the Charging Enabler, which we understand to be correlation/aggregation and relaying.

· Sections 6 and 7 have been moved to informational annexes since none of this is normative.

· The issues of the trusted/un-trusted has been clarified to state that any authorisation is, within the Charging Enabler restricted to credit authorisation, and thus the Charging Enabler is not responsible for authorisation of the clients. Through the use of OSE, it is implied that this function is performed elsewhere.

2.2 Comments to other points made

· Siemens recommended that the term CTF be kept in the AD. However, given that none of the AD makes any use of this term, it seems inappropriate to include in. We agree that it is not the same as O-CTF, but this it confuses a reader more to introduce it.

· The changes to figure 1 are kept, since it is now clear that an O-CTF is not actually part of the OMA enabler functionality.

· A comment was made on the interpretation of “OMA Charging Enabler” which in one sentence was reduced to “explain how to utilize existing charging infrastructure” and in one place alludes to the fact that the charging enabler is not a deployable entity. In one extreme, the charging enabler is nothing more than reference say specifications from 3GPP or 3GPP2 (where all functionality is provided by the underlying  infrastructure), however in other extremes, the charging enabler is a functional component that accepts requests from applications, enablers and the policy enforcer, provides some processing and sends them to the underlying infrastructure. The AD does not indicate where this functionality physically resides (eg it could be a standalone box in a network, it could be part of an OSA gateway, part of operator’s charging infrastructure, the key is that an application, enabler, or the policy enforcer can use OMA specified interfaces to enable charging. Our view is to allow a whole spectrum of these views and the changes in the AD are meant to support that view as opposed to restrict or mandate any particular view.

3 Detailed Proposal

The changes proposed are included in the marked up version of the AD dated 21st April 2005.

4 Intellectual Property Rights

Members and their Affiliates (collectively, "Members") agree to use their reasonable endeavours to inform timely the Open Mobile Alliance of Essential IPR as they become aware that the Essential IPR is related to the prepared or published Specification.  This obligation does not imply an obligation on Members to conduct IPR searches.  This duty is contained in the Open Mobile Alliance application form to which each Member's attention is drawn.  Members shall submit to the General Manager of Operations of OMA the IPR Statement and the IPR Licensing Declaration.  These forms are available from OMA or online at the OMA website at www.openmobilealliance.org.

5 Recommendation

Lucent Technologies kindly asks MCC to consider the changes at its earliest convenience. 
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