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1 Reason for Change

The goal of this contribution is to improve section 7 of Best Practises documents (some introductions are missing).
2 Impact on Backward Compatibility

n/a
3 Impact on Other Specifications

n/a
4 Intellectual Property Rights

Members and their Affiliates (collectively, "Members") agree to use their reasonable endeavours to inform timely the Open Mobile Alliance of Essential IPR as they become aware that the Essential IPR is related to the prepared or published Specification.  This obligation does not imply an obligation on Members to conduct IPR searches.  This duty is contained in the Open Mobile Alliance application form to which each Member's attention is drawn.  Members shall submit to the General Manager of Operations of OMA the IPR Statement and the IPR Licensing Declaration.  These forms are available from OMA or online at the OMA website at www.openmobilealliance.org.

5 Recommendation

Agree to the changes and update the Best Practises document accordingly.
6 Detailed Change Proposal

Change 1:  (optional)Brief description of specific change

7. Process Aspects

8. This chapter presents the division of responsibilities between MCC WG and the Enabler WG. It also proposes a cooperation process to increase the efficiency of work progress. Besides, a focus is made on the Enabler specific charging data elements, which are parameters defined by MCC. The last section of this chapter explains how the test requirements of the Enabler are impacted by the charging; in other words, it describes what should be tested and what should not.
8.1 Division of Responsibilities between MCC and Enabler WGs

This section gives on overview on a typical division of responsibilities with regard to charging between the enabler working group and MCC at different stages of enabler development: Requirement, Architecture and TS
In order to maintain consistency of the charging interfaces the definition of new OMA Charging Data Elements and their mapping to protocol fields is always an activity led by MCC, although the requirement for new enabler-specific Charging Data Elements could come from the enabler working group or from MCC.

The work summarized as above could be progressed by the formation of an adhoc group under of MCC, which deals specifically with the development of the specification and liaison relationships with other working groups as necessary. 
[Is there a meaning for a non alien person ?] The adhoc is to create upon the discretion by both MCC and TWG as working process proposed in the section below.
The general steps are proposed as following:

· Identify what kind of chargeable events may occur in the scope of the enabler

· Identify which entities/functions trigger calls to the Charging Enabler

· Identify when calls to the Charging Enabler need to take place

· Identify what information needs to be sent with the charging event

· Map enabler information to OMA Charging Data Elements

· Create new OMA Charging Data Elements if necessary and map protocol fields in specified protocol bindings
8.2 Organizing cooperation between groups
8.3 The below diagram describes a cooperation process between the Enabler TWG and the MCC WG. The aim is to increase the efficiency of work progress while specifying the Enabler charging. This process has already been successfully used for OMA SIMPLE IM and OMA DCD charging specifications. 
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1. MCC and the Enabler TWG have one or several meetings in order to:
- agree on worksplit
- identify two champions who will lead the task force. One is nominated on the Enabler TWG side and the other one on MCC side.

2. MCC creates an AHG named "Enabler Charging" under MCC portal. The convener of the AHG is the MCC champion. A mailing list is also created and task force participants are invited to join this list.
At this time a "Enabler charging TS" is created in MCC permanent documents section and the MCC champion is usually the editor. 

3. The AHG participants are therefore able to provide CRs to complete the charging specification. These CRs are discussed during AHG sessions where they are agreed or noted. This iterative process lasts until the specification is complete.

4. Regular joint meetings should be scheduled between MCC and the Enabler TWG in order to review progress and solve open issues.

5. Once complete, the specification is included in the Enabler Release Package. This can be done in two different ways; either as a separate TS or as part of another TS of the Enabler.

6. Finally, OMA MCC closes the "Enabler charging" AHG after all the charging related comments raised during the consistency review have been solved.

MCC’s previous experience in preparing enabler-charging specifications in collaboration with other OMA working groups suggests that the following practices may be useful to consider when organizing charging specification work:

· Regular joint meetings. Instead of sending liaison statements or e-mails back and forth between groups, it is usually much more efficient to have joint meetings, preferably face-to-face, where understanding of the needs of the enabler as well as of the possibilities of the Charging Enabler is deepened. It is often sufficient to hold just short meetings, for example one or two hours per OMA meeting, as long as these meetings are held regularly so that the constant follow-up maintains the pressure that drives things forward. This method works the better the earlier charging aspects are taken into account in enabler specification development. Since charging functionality often affects the needs for information exchange between the internal entities of the enabler, it should be considered when designing the basic working framework of the service enabler, and not as a loosely integrated feature to be added on top of an almost finished enabler. Usually the ad-hoc will the initiator of the joint session for participating from both MCC and the TWGs.
· Specific Ad-hoc Groups under MCC. This method has been successfully used when charging specifications need to be finished in a rather limited time frame, or when some more complex open issues require special attention. A special ad-hoc group may be useful and even necessary to finalize enabler-charging specifications even if regular joint meetings have been arranged during the enabler development process. On the other hand, it is important to understand that a special ad-hoc group is not to be used as a replacement for systematic consideration of charging aspects from the early stages of enabler specification development. Even if an ad-hoc group was able to conclude with an acceptable solution that would cover the main requirements, the quality (and probably also implementability) of the final solution will always suffer compared to a more proactive approach.
8.4 
8.4.1 Enabler-Specific Charging Data Elements

Adding support for new OMA enablers to the Charging Enabler may require new Charging Data Elements to carry enabler specific information. The creation of new Charging Data Elements does not require a release of a new version of the Charging Enabler. New Charging Data Elements created post the release of the most recent Charging Enabler version will be maintained on the OMNA web pages. These Charging Data Elements will be incorporated as needed in the next version of the Charging Enabler. 

Inclusion of the newer Charging Data Elements to the latest version of the Charging Enabler will simplify the tracking of compliance of the test cases and implementations towards a specific version of the Charging Enabler.

In order to maintain consistency of the charging interfaces, the definition of new OMA Charging Data Elements and their mapping to protocol fields is always an activity led by MCC, although the requirement for a new enabler-specific Charging Data Elements could come from the enabler working group or from MCC.
8.4.2 Enabler-Specific Test Requirements 

It is considered that the addition of enabler-specific Charging Data Elements to the Charging Enabler framework does not affect the interoperability testing of the Charging Enabler itself as these extensions are primarily service specific information rendered by the Charging Enabler User to the Charging Enabler for the purposes of rating the usage request and thus do not affect the behaviour of the Charging Enabler framework itself (i.e. behaviour related to the interfaces and protocols within the scope of Charging Enabler specifications).
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Figure 2 Role of Enabler-Specific Rating Parameters
However, for the purposes of ensuring interoperability related to specific Service Enablers, it may be useful to specify testing to verify that valid Charging Events with sufficient information to apply correct charges are generated, and that the Service Enablers using the online charging mechanism of the OMA Charging Enabler have sufficiently specified their own behaviour (i.e. effects to their flows) in different cases when there is a positive, negative or no response at all from the Charging Enabler. The purpose of this interoperability testing would be to verify the integration between the Service Enablers and the OMA Charging Enabler rather than to verify the correct handling of the service-specific rating parameters, which is deployment specific.
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