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1 Reason for Contribution

This document is the input text towards the completion of the section 5.1. in the Charging Specification Best Practices document.
2 Summary of Contribution

Describes the Basic Principles in the Overview of Charging Section
3 Detailed Proposal

The document stresses the importance of concise requirements for charging, employing the OMA vocabulary, along with use of charging specific terminology and conventions as defined in this document.

Charging requirements SHALL be clear and concise and MCC prefers requirements in an objective listing than subjective. The requirements SHALL answer the following questions:

· What aspects of the service(s) are chargeable? E.g. is registration to the service charged? Or are only individual un-related events in the service, such as sending of a message, downloading of content, etc. chargeable?

· Shall the service be regarded as a session and be charged as such, for example, begin charging e.g. at registration to a service, with regular charging messages sent at regular intervals to indicate progress of service delivery and finally a message indicating the end of service usage or delivery? OR, shall the service be regarded only as an unrelated event or a series of unrelated events and be charged as such with individual relevant messages?

· The Enabler shall identify the OMA Charging models that shall be defined for charging of such a service, such as offline or online so as to facilitate prepaid and postpaid subscribers. The default understanding within MCC is that online is mandatory, i.e. always specified, and offline is optional.

· By what measurement(s) shall the service be charged? Shall the service be charged based on time, i.e. duration of the service used? Or, shall the service be charged based on individual, non-related events? Or, shall it be charged by volume of data counted at the OMA Enabler? Or, by some other unit? 

· The Enabler requirements SHALL identify the charging triggers, i.e. what point of time or during service the charging information is generated.

· The WG shall also identify what kind of enabler specific charging relevant information may need to be generated.

· The Enabler shall identify the entities that shall generate charging and for what parties shall it generate charging information.

· This section also clarifies that only entities serving the user or knowledgeable of the [user’s] transaction can generate charging information for that transaction for that particular user, i.e. a controlling entity X cannot generate charging information for user A, if user A is logged on to a participating function Y and X is not aware of user A’s transactions. This also means that charging enabler is neither responsible nor can undertake to transfer charging related or relevant information between the service entities (e.g. in the above example, the Charging Enabler cannot transfer charging relevant information between entities X & Y). This is detailed further in the document.

4 Intellectual Property Rights

Members and their Affiliates (collectively, "Members") agree to use their reasonable endeavours to inform timely the Open Mobile Alliance of Essential IPR as they become aware that the Essential IPR is related to the prepared or published Specification.  This obligation does not imply an obligation on Members to conduct IPR searches.  This duty is contained in the Open Mobile Alliance application form to which each Member's attention is drawn.  Members shall submit to the General Manager of Operations of OMA the IPR Statement and the IPR Licensing Declaration.  These forms are available from OMA or online at the OMA website at www.openmobilealliance.org.

5 Recommendation

Recommend to review, agree and incorporate to the next version of the Charging Specification Best Practices document.
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