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1 Reason for Contribution

Progressing the PEL TS.
2 Summary of Contribution

The current section 4 (Introduction) in the PEL TS is not yet populated. See Detailed proposal sections for proposed text for PEL TS section 4. Introduction.

3 Detailed Proposal

Change:
4. Introduction

The PEL specification explains and defines language options, constructs, variables, constants and operators needed to express conditions and actions, and a detailed syntax to express them. The PEL specification is built to support OMA enablers’ policy needs, as well as needs of other resources. While there are certain similarities between a programming language and PEL, the latter should not be considered equivalent to a programming language. As a result, PEL constructs, operators and data types of variables and constants are a subset of all possible equivalent concepts found in a programming language. At the same time the PEL specification is extensible, and new PEL constructs may be added if the current ones are found to be insufficient to effectively express certain policies. In addition to that, recoginizing the fact that different real-life deployment scenarios and real-life policies may be better described in a particular way (e.g. as a set of rules, or alternatively, as a flowchart or workflow), the PEL specification will support at least two separate options of expressing conditions and actions: a ruleset-based option, and a workflow-based option.  In the ruleset-based option, each rule is evaluated as separate entity, and the combination of the results of the processing of all the rules in the ruleset determines the policy outcome. In the workflow-based option, the entire policy is processed as a whole, following a flowchart approach, where at each node in the graph, a rule is being processed. 
The PEL specification is loosely coupled to other PEEM specifications and can evolve relatively independent of PEM-1 and PEM-2, when it comes to adding language constructs. If new input/output parameters are needed by specific policies, PEL specification needs to support them and they need to be published. If the parameters are standard parameters, then they need to be specified in an OMA specification (e.g. PEL and PEM-1, or extensions to those specifications provided in other enabler releases). If the parameters are custom parameters, they need to be advertised by the Service Provider. In either case, they need to be supported in deployment, both by PEL and by PEM-1, if advertised by the Service Provider.

The PEL syntax may impose a specific representation that may impact the PEM-2 specification. Once the representation of the policies has been determined, it is unlikely this will change with the evolution of PEL. Hence, further evolution of PEL specification should not have any effects on the PEM-2 specification.

Finally, resources that make use of PEEM may or may not be aware of the PEL policies or the PEL options deployed, but they do not have to be aware of them. In that sense, with the exception of input/output variables names, the PEL specification options, constructs, variables, constants and operators are not visible to external resources.
End of Change
4 Intellectual Property Rights

Members and their Affiliates (collectively, "Members") agree to use their reasonable endeavours to inform timely the Open Mobile Alliance of Essential IPR as they become aware that the Essential IPR is related to the prepared or published Specification.  This obligation does not imply an obligation on Members to conduct IPR searches.  This duty is contained in the Open Mobile Alliance application form to which each Member's attention is drawn.  Members shall submit to the General Manager of Operations of OMA the IPR Statement and the IPR Licensing Declaration.  These forms are available from OMA or online at the OMA website at www.openmobilealliance.org.

5 Recommendation

Agree to add the proposed text for section 4. Introduction in the PEL TS.
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