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1 Reason for Contribution

This contribution is directed to the ParlayREST API cookbook, and addresses guidelines related to input and output format negotiation.
2 Summary of Contribution

This contribution proposes to consolidate guidelines #6, #7, #8, #25, #28 and #29 in two new guideline 4. and 5.
The resulting proposal is in the Detailed section.

3 Detailed Proposal

Guidelines for ParlayREST API specifications
4. Content type used in response message body must match content type used in request body. At least XML and JSON content types should be supported, with other content types optionally supported on a case-by-case basis (e.g. www-form-urlencoding may be supported to GET simple name-value pairs).
5. Content type used is established using the following methodology:
a) In cases where content negotiation is not supported,  the content type of the request and response message body will be indicated in the URL path. At least one of two mechanisms must be supported :
· format=content type (e.g. format=xml)
· an extension on the terminating "file" portion of the URL path (e.g. .json or .xml). This mechanism is advantageous in the cases where a client may decide to “save as” the response in a file of the type indicated by the extension.
b) In cases where content negotiation is supported, the Accept header must be used for content negotiations.

c) in cases where both Accept header as well as an explicit indication of the content type in the URL path are present, then the latter indication should take priority over the first (e.g. the use of “format=xml” or “file.xml” overwrite the content type present in an Accept header).

4 Intellectual Property Rights

Members and their Affiliates (collectively, "Members") agree to use their reasonable endeavours to inform timely the Open Mobile Alliance of Essential IPR as they become aware that the Essential IPR is related to the prepared or published Specification.  This obligation does not imply an obligation on Members to conduct IPR searches.  This duty is contained in the Open Mobile Alliance application form to which each Member's attention is drawn.  Members shall submit to the General Manager of Operations of OMA the IPR Statement and the IPR Licensing Declaration.  These forms are available from OMA or online at the OMA website at www.openmobilealliance.org.

5 Recommendation

This input contribution seeks ARC-REST approval as guideline 4. and 5. of the (Parlay)REST cookbook.
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