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1 Reason for Contribution

The OGSA view consists of components and interfaces into those components.  The interfaces are supposedly only those that are usable by applications or other enablers, but not by other components of that same enabler.  However, there is no separation or categorization of interfaces as being constrained to use by internal components or external resources.  This contribution tries to clarify how to make the decision about which interfaces should be in the OGSA view.
2 Summary of Contribution

This contribution clarifies how interfaces are defined.  We then compare how this relates to the use of interfaces in the OGSA view.
3 Detailed Proposal

Reference points are defined as the two entities involved in a communication, plus the interfaces between those two entities.  Interfaces however only specify the exposing entity, not the one(s) that make use of the interface.  There is NO notion of limiting what entities can make use of an interface, as part of the specification of an interface.   A deployment can certainly limit what entities can make use of an interface, but this is a choice of the service provider, not of the specification.  There is no concept of internal vs external interfaces in a specification.  It is possible that today an interface is used only by other components within the same enabler, but there is nothing in the specification that enforces such a constraint.  Tomorrow, another enabler could be defined to make use of such an “internal” interface – and no change would be required to the definition of that interface.  

4 Intellectual Property Rights

Members and their Affiliates (collectively, "Members") agree to use their reasonable endeavours to inform timely the Open Mobile Alliance of Essential IPR as they become aware that the Essential IPR is related to the prepared or published Specification.  This obligation does not imply an obligation on Members to conduct IPR searches.  This duty is contained in the Open Mobile Alliance application form to which each Member's attention is drawn.  Members shall submit to the General Manager of Operations of OMA the IPR Statement and the IPR Licensing Declaration.  These forms are available from OMA or online at the OMA website at www.openmobilealliance.org.

5 Recommendation

We recommend that ARC agree to the reasoning in section 3, and decide how to fix the OGSA view and document accordingly.  
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