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1 Overview

Dear members of GSMA Access,
At their recent member meeting (which took place in Osaka, Japan, 20-24 October 2008), the Architecture Working Group (ARC) of the Open Mobile Alliance (OMA) had an opportunity to learn about the GSMA 3rd Party Access Project, through the public website at [1].

OMA ARC would like to take this opportunity to inform GSMA of the latest status regarding the consolidation of standards efforts in the area of open, abstract, technology-neutral APIs and Web Services to enable 3rd party applications to make use of network functionality. The Parlay Group, after having published several successive releases of Parlay APIs and Parlay X Web Services, has agreed to move their continuing work to OMA. As a result, the Parlay Group organization has closed down. To support further industry harmonization, the joint working groups of 3GPP and ETSI have followed suit. 3GPP have transferred their Parlay/OSA and Parlay X activities to OMA ARC, and ETSI and OMA have signed a License Agreement for use of the ETSI specifications associated with the Parlay work. As a result, OMA is now the premier organization in the industry where Telecom APIs and Web Services are being specified, published and maintained. The activity on Telecom APIs and Web Services inside OMA ARC is called PSA (Parlay Service Access). Besides the interfaces, a framework to allow access to these interfaces in a secure and controlled way is in the scope of PSA (see [2] for a technical snapshot of OMA activities).

From this perspective, OMA ARC is very much interested in the work carried out in the GSMA 3rd Party Access Project. OMA ARC would like to learn more about the activities carried out within the scope of the project, and would therefore like to request clarifications beyond the information available on [1].

1. The diagram on [1] lists five APIs: Messaging, Location, Charging, Data Connection, and User Profile. For three of these (i.e. Messaging, Location, and Charging), standards specifications have been published both in the suite of Parlay X Web Services specifications, as well as part of dedicated OMA enabler releases (e.g. OMA Mobile Location Protocol, OMA Mobile Commerce and Charging, OMA Multimedia Messaging Services). OMA ARC would like to understand the relationship, if any, between these seemingly similar initiatives (see [3] for published OMA specifications).

2. According to [1], “GSMA Access is an initiative to provide a standard (ed: OMA highlight in Italic-Bold) API to allow mobile operators to expose useful network information and capabilities to Web application developers”. OMA ARC would like to understand whether it is the objective of the GSMA 3rd Party Access Project to publish standard API specifications.

a) If it is the objective of GSMA 3rd Party Access Project to publish standard API specifications, OMA ARC would like to understand how that would relate to other standards activities in this area. It is one of the objectives of OMA to concentrate Telecom API standards activities in a single organization, thereby avoiding the creation of different, parallel or even competing specifications, which may cause confusion among the developer community, and may adversely impact the effort and time needed to create applications, as well as potentially impair the portability of applications and content. OMA ARC would be quite happy to take on board and help develop requirements from industry consortia, associations, and interest groups and develop technical specifications based on those requirements.

b) If it is not the objective of GSMA 3rd Party Access Project to publish standard API specifications, OMA ARC would like to understand what type of deliverables (and timelines) will result from the project (e.g. profiles, alternative technology bindings, change recommendations to existing standards, implementation or deployment experiences, etc). For example, OMA ARC recognizes that various technology and protocol bindings (e.g. REST and Web Services) can be supported on top of Parlay X, and would encourage the industry to bring such standards activities to OMA.
3. In a somewhat broader context, OMA ARC is very interested in any requirements from the operator and service provider community regarding REST and Web 2.0, and is interested in engaging in an open dialogue on these topics. OMA ARC would like to point out to GSMA Access the upcoming OMA face-to-face meeting schedule to explore options for such a dialogue to take place:

· Cancun, Mexico: 14-19 December 2008

· Macau, PRC: 8-13 February 2008
In the area of open, abstract, technology-neutral Telecom APIs and Web Services, OMA ARC is engaged in active liaison dialogues with for example TM Forum Service Delivery Framework, OASIS Telecom Member Section, WiMAX Forum and ITU-T Next Generation Network Open Service Environment. OMA ARC is looking forward to a fruitful and efficient collaboration with GSMA Access as well, in order to continue to ensure industry harmonization and collaboration in the area of Telecom APIs and Web Services. Now that the activities of Parlay, 3GPP, ETSI and OMA have consolidated in the OMA, we believe OMA can ensure industry harmonization for technical specifications and hence strongly recommend the industry to bring any new Telecom API requirements and activity within the single consolidated effort.
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[3] http://www.openmobilealliance.org/Technical/released_enablers.aspx
2 Requested Action(s)

GSMA 3rd Party Access Project is kindly requested to:
a) Provide further information on the list of five APIs and their possible relationship to OMA Enabler specifications and/or Parlay X Web Service specifications in the same functional area.
b) Further elaborate on the planned deliverables and the potential relationship with existing and ongoing standards activities, with the objective of ensuring and maintaining industry harmonization in the area of Telecom APIs and Web Services.
c) Consider engaging in an open dialogue regarding REST and Web 2.0 requirements from the operator and service provider community.
3 Conclusion

OMA ARC is looking forward to a fruitful and efficient collaboration with GSMA Access, in order to continue to ensure industry harmonization and collaboration in the area of Telecom APIs and Web Services.
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