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1 Overview

This liaison statement is sent to DVB CBMS in reply to the recent LS received from DVB CBMS on 18 Aug 2005.

2 Proposal

Dear DVB colleagues,

we thank you for starting the exchange of information in the field of Mobile Broadcast as agreed in our co-operation agreement from June 2005. The OMA BAC BCAST group appreciates that you have provided us with information on the current status of your ongoing specification work, and we look forward to receive further snapshots as your work progresses.

In our co-operation agreement, it was agreed that we can appoint an observer who will have the opportunity to attend DVB CBMS meetings. We would like to notify that we have appointed Charles Lo from Qualcomm (clo@qualcomm.com), to act as the liaison observer, and kindly request you to approve his observer status. Besides this observership, Uwe Rauschenbach (uwe.rauschenbach@siemens.com) will remain the OMA liaison contact for handling all other liaison items between our two organizations regarding Mobile Broadcast.

In your liaison statement, you ask us to consider harmonization of the OMA BCAST enabler which we are currently developing with your IP Datacast over DVB-H specification. We believe that the market will benefit from harmonization. However, the different business models, use cases and market interests of the players have to be taken into account. The documents you sent to us have put us into the position to start doing a comparison of the two developing specifications. As a first step, an analysis has been performed which compares the data models of the Electronic Service Guide of DVB CBMS and OMA BCAST (OMA documents 338 and 485, see below). Some input contributions which propose a harmonization of the structure of your and our data model are currently under discussion. Further comparison work is required for the remaining parts of the Service Guide function as well as for the other parts of the specification. 

The OMA BCAST enabler will support Mobile Broadcast services delivered over three different bearers: DVB-H, 3GPP MBMS and 3GPP2 BCMCS. These bearers are called BDS (Broadcast Distribution System). For each of these BDSs, the OMA BCAST specification will contain an “Adaptation Specification” document. We believe that there is overlap of the functionality defined by your IP Datacast over DVB-H specification and the OMA BCAST enabler which could be understood as a common subset of both specifications. As far as DVB-H is used as the BDS, we hope to either re-use DVB mechanisms where appropriate, or adapt other mechanisms specified in the OMA BCAST specification to DVB mechanisms if possible. The DVB-H Adaptation Specification will be the document to define this re-use and adaptation.

You furthermore asked for our current specification documents. As OMA documents are publicly available and most of our specifications related to Mobile Broadcast are currently still progressing, we would like to point your attention to our document repository where you can always find the latest versions (according to the <date> field in the file name as described below). The link to the document repository is http://member.openmobilealliance.org/ftp/Public_documents/BAC/BCAST/Permanent_documents/. 

The OMA BCAST enabler comprises the following documents. Apart from the RD, all are work in progress. 

· Requirements document (RD): OMA-RD_BCAST-V1_0_0-<date>-<status> (candidate status)

· Architecture document (AD): OMA-AD_BCAST-V1_0_0-<date>-<status> (work in progress)

· Technical Specification (OMA-TS-BCAST_XX-V1_0{_n}-<date>-<status> (work in progress), 
with XX meaning the sub parts

· XX=Services (umbrella document)

· XX=ServiceGuide (electronic service guide)

· XX=Distribution (distribution protocols)

· XX=DVB_Adaptation (BDS adaptation: DVB)

· XX=MBMS_Adaptation (BDS adaptation: 3GPP MBMS)

· XX=BCMCS_Adpatation (BDS adaptation: 3GPP2 BCMCS)

· XX=SvcCntProtection (service and content protection)

The OMA DRM 2.0 specification including the specification document “DRM extensions for broadcast” (which is work in progress) can be found in the repository under

http://member.openmobilealliance.org/ftp/Public_documents/BAC/DLDRM/Permanent_documents/. 

The documents you requested are: 

· OMA-ERP-DRM-V2_0-<date>-<status>.zip (OMA DRM 2.0 Enabler Release package, Candidate status)

· OMA-DRM-XBS-V1_0{_n}-<date>-<status>.zip (DRM extensions for broadcast; work in progress)

Furthermore, we would like to point your attention to the following above mentioned input documents which compare the Service Guide data models of OMA BCAST and DVB CBMS. As revisions to these documents are possible, we again provide the link into our document repository such that you can retrieve the latest versions.

http://member.openmobilealliance.org/ftp/Public_documents/BAC/BCAST/2005/. 

The documents are:

· OMA-BCAST-2005-0338{<revision>}-ESG-Datamodel-Comparison-OMA-DVB.zip

· OMA-BCAST-2005-0485{<revision>}-Service-Guide-Harmonization-DVB.zip

For your convenience, we attach the current revision of all the mentioned documents. Please bear in mind that they may be subject to change.

3 Requested Action(s)

OMA BCAST requests that DVB CBMS approves Charles Lo of Qualcomm as the OMA observer in DVB CBMS.

OMA BCAST kindly asks DVB for another snapshot of the IP Datacast over DVB-H specification documents, reflecting the result of your phase 1 work. 

4 Conclusion

OMA BCAST thanks DVB for your recent liaison statement. The snapshot of your specification documents provided valuable input for our work. 

In exchange, OMA BCAST has provided information with this liaison statement on how to access the latest versions of our specification and input documents.

OMA BCAST believes that it should be possible to define a common harmonized subset of functionality between the IP Datacast over DVB-H specification and the OMA BCAST enabler. The approach of defining a common subset should allow providing the foundation for a horizontal market while keeping the door open for differentiation in the use cases and business models.

We thank you for your efforts and support, and are looking forward to continued information exchange and collaboration.

With best regards, OMA BAC BCAST (Mobile Broadcast Services sub working group)
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