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1 Overview

This liaison statement is sent to DVB-CBMS in reply to the recent LS received from DVB-CBMS on 04 Nov 2005.

The LS covers the following points

· Request for receiving the latest DVB IP Datacast over DVB-H Specifications

· Harmonization of our specifications

· OMA observer in DVB-CBMS meetings

2 Proposal

Dear DVB-CBMS colleagues,

the OMA BAC BCAST group thanks you for sending us the latest version of your IP Datacast over DVB-H specification. We understand from your liaison statement that most parts of your specification have reached approval and that final changes are done to some other specification parts. May we kindly ask you to send us another snapshot of your specification once the final changes are completed? May we furthermore ask you to provide us with the specification which defines the audio and video codecs for IP Datacast applications (i.e. the latest draft version of ETSI TS 102 005) which is referenced from the document CBMS 1471? 

OMA BAC BCAST welcomes that you are planning to evaluate possibilities for harmonization between our two specifications in your upcoming meeting. As the OMA BCAST enabler is intended to cater for three broadcast distribution systems, namely DVB-H, MBMS and BCMCS, we are developing a solution which aims at supporting all three broadcast distribution systems. We are considering harmonization with DVB-CBMS, MBMS and BCMCS but we have to perform further analysis whether and how it can be achieved.

OMA BAC BCAST regrets that you did not approve Charles Lo of Qualcomm as our observer in DVB-CBMS meetings. We respect your response, but would like to clarify our understanding. You state that “DVB’s experience is that the liaison is selected from a company that is member of both standards fora”. Please allow us to re-emphasize the difference we see between the roles of a liaison officer and an observer. While in our opinion a liaison officer is deeply involved in both organizations, the task of an observer is merely to carry information from one forum to another. OMA does not have a pre-requisite for an observer to be affiliated with an OMA member company; however, signing an NDA is required if the observer’s company of affiliation is not an OMA member. Because your pre-requisite that an observer shall a member of both fora has not been laid down in our co-operation agreement, we could not anticipate this condition. Please clarify again that this is your requirement for the observer.

Assuming our initially proposed observer is not acceptable to you, we propose as the way forward that a pool of companies consisting of Motorola, Nokia, Samsung, Siemens and Viaccess take the duty of sending the observer to DVB-CBMS meetings in an alternating manner. All these companies are DVB members. We hope this way forward is acceptable for you, and kindly ask you for approval.

3 Requested Action(s)

OMA BCAST kindly asks DVB for another snapshot of the IP Datacast over DVB-H specification documents when all documents of phase 1 have been approved, including information on audio/video codecs if possible. 

OMA BCAST requests that DVB-CBMS approves that the OMA observer in DVB-CBMS meetings will be provided in an alternating manner by the DVB member companies Motorola, Nokia, Samsung, Siemens and Viaccess.
4 Conclusion

OMA BCAST thanks DVB for your recent liaison statement. The snapshot of your specification documents provides valuable input for our work. 

We thank you for your efforts and support, and are looking forward to continued information exchange and collaboration.

With best regards, OMA BAC BCAST (Mobile Broadcast Services sub working group)
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