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1 Overview

This liaison is a response to the Mobile DTV Alliance liaison dated 21-May 2006 to Mark Cataldo, Chair of the Technical Plenary of the Open Mobile Alliance
2 Proposal

Open Mobile Alliance would like to thank Mobile DTV Alliance for your liaison, based on t he information requested, the liaison has been forward to the BAC-BCAST sub-working group for the response.  Due to the fact that currently there is no cooperation agreement in place between Mobile DTV Alliance and OMA most of our responses are based on existing public information.  As a general statement, the existing work and specification regarding the OMA mobile broadcast (BCAST) enabler are available at the OMA Website, under the “Technical Section/Publicly Available Material/”  Then select the BAC-BCAST sub-working group for all our detailed information.  We are also including responses to the eight (8) questions asked in your liaison.
1. Does your organization have technical specifications, architecture definition, IOP plans/specs or similar documents that enable deployment of DVB-H based Mobile TV services? 

Please review the permanent documents on the OMA website for details of what information is supported.  Currently we are completing the work on our release 1.0 specifications.  These include support for IPDC over DVB-H, but IOP work has not started at this time.

2. Which technical aspects / system features do your specifications address? 

We define the enabler at the application layer, but we do include support for underlying distribution networks that have been requested.  This does include service guide, file distribution, and service and content protection.

3. What is the scope of your specifications / guidelines (applications, services, systems, bearers, etc)? 

We include specification for mobile broadcast above distribution network bearer services.  We will include, in Phase 1.0, adaptation specifications for 3 specific bearers, DBV IPDC over DBV-H, 3GPP MBMS, and 3GPP2 BCMCS.  Adaptation Specifications for other bearers may be included at a later stage.
4. Do you see significant commonality or differences between your specifications with respect to the items of work in other organizations? Which? 

OMA BCAST’s charter is to produce a common set of enablers usable over diverse mobile broadcast distribution networks.  To that extent, we are unaware of similar work being done in other for a.
5. At which stage are your specifications? Drafts, agreed, tested? 

As mentioned earlier, we are currently in consistency review, this is a draft specification that is frozen for new content, and we are working through technical clean up of the work.

6. How widely your specifications are deployed? 

This is a statistic that OMA does not track, so we are unable to provide information at this time.  However, with the understanding that we are still working on release 1 of BCAST we do not believe there is a large scale deployment at this time.

7. Is there any certification procedure related to the specifications / standards you develop? If so, what? 

OMA has a complete IOP program for all our enablers.  We encourage you to look on the Open Mobile Alliance website for more details.

8. How is this material available for Mobile DTV Alliance? 

The link previously provided gives anyone interested access to all public documents.  At this time in the BCAST permanent documents section all version of the specifications are available for review.  Please note that OMA uses a DDMMYYYY reference in the name of all specifications so you can easily identify the most current specification.  There is usually a letter at the end of the specification name indicating the status of the work (D = Draft, C = Candidate, A = Approved).

OMA hopes this has successful answered your questions, and we look forward to continuing an open dialogue with Mobile DTV Alliance.

3 Requested Action(s)

In addition to answering these questions, and looking for opportunities to farther industry harmonization OMA would like to investigate if there may be a mutually rewarding experience for setting up a formal collaboration agreement between the two organizations.  This would allow OMA to more quickly, and openly share not only our current work, but discuss possible future work that currently is not publicly available.  If Mobile DTV Alliance would like to farther investigate such a relationship please let OMA know.
4 Conclusion

Kind Regards,
<who’s name goes here>?
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