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1 Overview

This Liaison Statement is intended to update the W3C FSW XG about the current status of the activity in OMA on the Mobile Social Network (MobSocNet) Enabler. W3C FSW XG is also kindly requested to provide updated information on the scope and status of their activity highlighting specific areas that could be of interest for the OMA MobSocNet activity.

This Liaison Statement is a follow-up from OMA side of the “Request for information on W3C FSW XG activity” sent to W3C FSW XG on 30th May 2011. Due to the reinvigorated collaboration, an update is sent to W3C that reflects OMA advances on the topic. Please note that with respect the previous Liaison Statement, the MobSocNet activity in OMA has moved internally from the Requirements (REQ) WG to Content Delivery (CD) WG, where the specification will be finalized.
OMA MSN Background and Current Status

After the completion of a White Paper ([1]), OMA has started specifying a dedicated MobSocNet Enabler in May 2011 (see [2] and [3]), which targets interoperability between MobSocNet clients & servers and server-to-server federation, supporting at least features such as:
· profile discovery;

· publication and sharing of contents, activities & follow-up actions.
In addition, this Enabler is expected to expose Device APIs & Network APIs, as well as an appropriate privacy framework, to easily integrate MobSocNet with external applications.

Technically, this enabler intends:

· to consider the endorsement of OStatus-related specifications, in particular for server-to-server interactions;

· to consider the endorsement of OpenSocial Social API Server specification, in particular for client-server interactions;

· to consider the endorsement of OpenSocial Social Gadget API specification as Device APIs;

· to consider reusing OAuth 2.0 and related specifications as privacy framework for APIs;

· to consider reusing OMA Push enabler to support notifications to MSN client entities (e.g. for follow-up actions delivery, private message delivery, user status notification, etc).

The scope of MobSocNet Work Item is also to identify existing industry standards that may be referenced and reused with necessary profiling by OMA. It is thus the intention of OMA to evaluate if and how relevant external SDOs, such as W3C, may be requested to collaboratively develop the actual specifications and/or related profiling needed by OMA MobSocNet.
In particular, OMA MobSocNet has identified FSW XG as a relevant activity within W3C to discuss server-to-server federation aspects and standardization opportunities.

The current scheduled time for completion of the MobSocNet Enabler specifications is June 2012 (Enabler in Candidate status). The requirements definition has been completed in July 2011 and a related architecture has been produced. 
In order to update extensively the W3C for mutual alignment, this liaison statement provides also an excerpt of the current working draft including the requirements and architecture (see attachment) agreed within OMA as basis for technical specification work. Please note that the attached document, even if in a stable status for the filled parts, is still work in progress and may be subject to changes.
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2 Proposal

OMA CD would like to propose W3C to take the updated status and activity of OMA CD MobSocNet Work Area into consideration in the future works of W3C in the field of social networking standardization activities.

OMA CD MobSocNet Work Area is further interested in collaborating actively with W3C in this field for accelerating the working progress of both sides and fostering the adoption of a common standard solution, whilst avoiding overlapping work.
3 Requested Action(s)

1) OMA CD kindly asks W3C to provide feedback on current and planned activities in the field of Social Networking standardization.
2) With respect to “Social Network Federation”, OMA CD kindly asks W3C about interests and plans to initiate a standardization track for OStatus (and related) specifications within W3C, which could be referenced by OMA MobSocNet upon requirements satisfaction;

4 Conclusion

CD group and MobSocNet Work Area thank the W3C and W3C FSW XG in advance for your consideration of our requests for information, and look forward to working closely together to the future on Mobile Social Networking. We expect to share additional information as the activity evolves internally and would appreciate any further information of interest.
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