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To:

OMA-MWG

From:

GSMA IM SPT

Contact:
Adam Collier (acollier@gsm.org) 

Dear OMA-MWG,

The objective of the GSMA Instant Messaging Special Project Team (IM SPT) is to define a common set of features and commercial principles to be applied by interconnecting parties.

The IM SPT has been working on a Service Definition document for interconnected Instant Messaging Services for the last few months. One of our tasks is to establish a dialog with the relevant SDOs, and the OMA Messaging Working Group has been identified as key for the development of Instant Messaging standards. With this liaison statement, we hope to establish a co-operative and fruitful communication between OMA-MWG and the GSMA IM SPT.

Please find below some background information about our activities and some requests with which we hope you will be able to assist us.

With kind regards,

Adam Collier, GSMA
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Background information about the IM SPT:

The purpose of the IM SPT is to promote and facilitate the interconnection of different IM services (both mobile operators and ISPs) by defining a common set of features and commercial principles to be applied by interconnecting parties which we call an interworking framework.

Since the current landscape of Instant Messaging services is fragmented from a technology point of view, the IM SPT recommendations are technology agnostic in order to allow for different implementations to adapt to the interworking framework.

Schedule alignment:

The IM SPT Phase 1 has been finalized and interconnected Instant Messaging services based on the IM SPT interworking framework are expected to roll out as of 2006. Phase one includes a basic set of features to allow quick roll out of interconnections based on already deployed systems.

The IM SPT has very recently started work on Phase 2, which will enrich the available features across interconnected domains to include multi-party conversation, multimedia content and a richer set of presence attributes.

Phase 2 will be completed by December 2006 and Phase 2 features are expected to be rolled out from 2007 onwards.

The IM SPT has identified OMA IMPS v1.3 and OMA SIMPLE IM v1.0 as possible technology candidates for the implementation of interconnected Instant Messaging services.

For this reason:

Q1: The IM SPT would like to request from the OMA Messaging Working Group what are the current status of development of the OMA IMPS v1.3 and OMA  SIMPLE IM v1.0 specifications and their schedule for completion until the approved status.

Additionally:

 Q1a: We understand that several requirements in the present Instant Messaging Requirements Document may be removed as formal requirements from the final specifications.  

Can you please indicate which IM Requirements have been or will be removed from the delivery of  the OMA SIMPLE specifications?

Q1b: What is the status of the OMA IMPS-SIP/SIMPLE Interworking Function activity?

 Q1c: Does the schedule of SIMPLE IM v1.0 in OMA fit the roll out schedule for IM SPT Phase 2? (ie roll out  from 2007 onwards)

Gap Analysis:

The IM SPT conducted a gap analysis between our interworking framework recommendations in Phase 1 and different available standards with the objective of ensuring their feasibility.

We are very pleased to inform the OMA Messaging Working Group that only a few gaps were found and would like to share them with you in order to get your feedback and proposed actions to address them if needed:

· Emoticons:

Emoticons have been identified by the IM SPT as a very important topic for interoperability across interconnected domains that it is not being addressed by any standard currently.

The IM SPT has noticed that OMA has already defined requirements about emoticons in the SIMPLE Instant Messaging Requirements Document, although the IM SPT believes that a separate technical specification on emoticons would also be applicable to IMPS (or other messaging technologies) and would have more value and impact than an annex to the SIMPLE IM specifications.

Q2:  The IM SPT would like to know  the status of the technical realization of the OMA SIMPLE IM requirements on emoticons. Additionally, the IM SPT  stresses the importance of the topic.

· Roaming:

The IM SPT identified as of Phase 1 of its recommendations the requirement to support roaming users in order to give them more control of the service so as to avoid incurring in unwanted roaming charges which would undermine service adoption. The IM SPT could not find where in the OMA specifications (either IMPS or SIMPLE) this topic was addressed.

Q3: The IM SPT would like to ask the OMA-MWG whether this roaming- topic is currently addressed in existing specifications or being addressed in ongoing developments. Should the topic not be addressed anywhere we would like some advice on how best to proceed in order to fill the gap.

· Queuing of reactive authorization requests in IMPS

In the IM SPT Service Definition, when reactive authorization is used, it is said the subscribed user will appear as either “pending” or “offline” on the buddy list, until he or she has accepted the request.

This would mean in the case the client is not able to receive the presence authorization request that the server needs to queue those requests and deliver them at al later time.

In our analysis, we could not find where in the IMPS specification it is said what to do if the server is unable to deliver the presence authorization request at all. This appears to be left as a server implementation decision whether those requests are queued or discarded. There is a concern about the feasibility of protocol translation to other domains if the behavior is not consistent across IMPS implementations.

Q4: The IM SPT is seeking  expert advice on this issue.

��
IM SPT DOC 31_004


Liaison Statement to OMA-MWG�
�



Meeting Name & Number: �
IM Service Definition Phase 2 Meeting 31�
�
Meeting Date:�
25th November 2005�
�
Meeting Location:�
London�
�
Document Source:�
IM Service Definition Phase 2�
�
Document Creation Date:�
5th December 2005�
�



Document Status:�
For Approval�
�
�
�
For Information�
X�
�
�
For Discussion�
�
�



Associated Knowledge Base(s):


�
�
�



Circulation Restricted :�
GSM Association:�
�
�
Unrestricted - Industry�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�



Document History:


�
�
�
�
�
�



N.B.  All GSM Association meetings are conducted in full compliance with the GSM Association’s anti-trust compliance policy





High Level Document Summary: 





This is a LS to from the GSMA IM SPT to OMA regarding the specifications of OMA IMPS v1.3 and OMA SIMPLE IM v1.0 and Instant Messaging
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