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1 Reason for Contribution

There was an input contribution about this subject during the Req-IM and the IMSWG joint session in Bangkok. The authors of this contribution would like to make a follow-up and propose a way forward on this topic in the IMSWG.

2 Summary of Contribution

This input is intended to be “heads-up” so that this topic is not left out from the on-going activity for IMPS 1.X. The input contribution, OMA-REQ-2004-0586 which was presented during Bangkok,  proposed adopting MMS Content Class for rich content interoperability for the IM applications. The author agrees with those in principle but there has to be some minor tweaks because Instant Messaging is not the same type of application with MMS. So the original conformance requirement in the MMS cannot be just copied and used as the IM requirement.

Also the OMA-REQ-2004-0586 didn’t address an issue on how to realize this subject as an OMA’s deliverable.

So this input document describes some proposal on how to address the issues raised above.

3 Detailed Proposal

3.1 How the MMS conformance requirement fits to the IM world

The author supports use of MMS Basic Image Class as a starting point for IM’s rich content conformance. Obviously minimizing a gap between MMS requirement and IM requirement gives a significant benefit to the user, the service provider, and the vendor. However, because these two applications are not the same, are not used in the same manner, and they ARE used for very different purpose quite often. Therefore, there has to be some tweak from the original requirements in the MMS and we need to tailor them in order to give the best possible user experience. Here are the points for further consideration.

(Note: OMA-MMS-CONF-v1_2-20040219-C is referenced in this document.)

· IM is a semi-realtime and interactive messaging. Therefore, composing a well laid-out message is not as important as in MMS. Laying multiple objects out in one message is not required and rich presentation for it is not required. This point diminishes a need of 1) multipart structured message payload and 2) presentation mark-up language.

· Sending a relatively huge object (like a picture or a song) while chatting often happens. So 30KB size requirement for one payload might be too small.

· Also considering the use case (sending a song during chat), there is a need of defining a common content format/codec for synthetic audio area. In turn, sending a voice clip in a chat requires a lot of more considerations. For example, how different is this use case from PoC or Multimedia Conferencing? There are on-going activities for those applications and we propose not mixing IM with those applications. We should stick to the very simple use case for the time being as IM.

· The author doesn’t think sending PIM object over IM/Chat often happens, and thus propose leaving it out.

· The author would like to support a rich text formatting in IM and think use of XHTML is the most natural way for it. However, there is a debate going on between MMS group and MAE group about this issue. We propose to wait and see what conclusion they reach, or simply leave it out from the first deliverable.

3.2 How to realize this topic as OMA deliverable

The author believes the BCP for IMPS 1.2 is the best document to realize this topic at first. The reasons is the BCP could facilitate the implementation supporting the rich content types without a burden because it’s not a real conformance requirement yet and thus doesn’t affect to the OMA IOP testing.  In parallel, The work for re-structuring the IMPS SCR during 1.3 development phase should take the same topic into account. The author doesn’t think it’s a time yet to mandate any rich content even in the IMPS 1.3 based implementations. In short, there should be one mandatory class that only supports a plain text and one optional class that supports selected rich content types. This can be achieved by adding an appropriate classification and supported media types requirement in the ERELD and the SCR.

4 Intellectual Property Rights Considerations

The author is not aware of any IPR issue with this input contribution.
5 Recommendation

The IMSWG is recommended to review and discuss this proposal. By the end of Hawaii meeting, it’s recommended to make a decision on the followings at least:

· Whether or not the IMSWG is going to address this topic as part of 1.2 BCP?

· Whether or not the IMSWG is going to address this topic as part of IMPS 1.3?

· If this topic is addressed in the above timeframe, is the IMSWG happy with using MMS Image Basic Class as a starting point? What needs to be change for IM purpose? (Or no need to change at all?)

· Who’s going to take an action to write a formal CR for this topic? Until when?
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