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1 Summary

The GSMA Terminal Steering Group (TSG) wishes to announce the publication of the Bluetooth® Interoperability Requirements for Mobile Terminals (TS.19), inform on next steps and confirm interest to drive collaboration across organisations.

2 Background and Introduction
The level of Bluetooth support and usage is increasing. Today, more than 30 Bluetooth profiles have been standardised by the Bluetooth Special Interest Group (BT SIG). However, unless the same profiles are supported between the relevant devices, a lack of interoperability will lead to limited functionality and consequently customer disappointment and non-usage. 
This becomes also evident in the automotive world, where cars – with 3-6 year product cycles and over 10 years lifetime – support Bluetooth profiles, which however are no longer considered for implementation on mobile terminals. 

To improve the user experience and expected functionality when using Bluetooth from a mobile terminal, the mobile operators, terminal manufacturers and automotive companies joined forces and defined a minimum common suite of Bluetooth hardware and profile requirements to be supported by mobile terminals.  

3 Bluetooth® Interoperability Requirements for Mobile Terminals, GSMA version 2
On 16th December 2015, the GSMA published the Bluetooth® Interoperability Requirements for Mobile Terminals (TS.19) at http://www.gsma.com/newsroom/technical-documents/ . 
This document specifies updated Bluetooth use cases for voice calling (e.g. using a headset or car kit), media playback and local data transfer. To support these use cases, the document defines a minimum common suite of Bluetooth hardware and profile requirements for two classes of Bluetooth enabled mobile Terminals - Basic and Advanced. It references existing and industry approved Bluetooth standards as defined by the Bluetooth Special Interest Group (SIG) together with their revised qualification process for cross vendor interoperability testing.

The published document was updated with the latest requirements received from the Consumer Electronics for Automotive (CE4A) members.
The PRD does not exclude the possibility to additionally support other Bluetooth profiles not mentioned. 
The output serves now as latest baseline for operators defining their respective terminal requirements as well as for terminal and automotive vendors for considering with their respective implementations.

4 Moving Forward and Interest to collaborate
Following the publication of GSMA version two, the TSG Bluetooth working group will welcome feedback, will consider change proposals and relevant industry updates and progress updates for a version three envisaged for publication when required. Updates may include enhancing the document structure, additional functionalities/profiles (to be) proposed, and considering progress of related work in the Bluetooth SIG and other bodies.
5 Interest to Collaborate

The TSG has a strong interest to engage with those groups and bodies that drive related work, foremost the Bluetooth SIG, the CE4A, JasPar, CTIA, and OMA.
To facilitate publication of the next version, we kindly ask for your feedback and change requests to the published version (as applicable), ideally by end of June 2016. 

6 About GSMA TSG

The Terminal Steering Group (TSG) is an established working group within the GSMA, tasked to coordinate and drive terminal related matters in GSMA and beyond. The TSG membership has grown to over 80 companies covering the operator and hardware and chipset vendor community worldwide. 
The terminal recommendation topics addressed are wide and include: Best Practices for the implementation of NFC, Minimum Recommendations for Wi-Fi implementations, Terminal Requirements for the use of the GSMA HD Voice Logo, Recommendations for Bluetooth Profiles to be supported in mobile phones, Lab and Field Test Cases for 3GPP and LTE Bearers, Battery Life Measurement Test Cases.  
7 Contact

In case of further questions and/or feedback to the attached draft input document, these can be directed to Paul Gosden, GSMA Director for TSG [pgosden@gsma.com]

8 Appendix
GSMA Bluetooth® Interoperability Requirements for Mobile Terminals, v2.0 (TS.19) as published on 16th December 2015.

