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The CALENDARING & SCHEDULING CONSORTIUM





Liaison Statement

Invitation from the Calendaring & Scheduling Consortium to the Open Mobile Alliance Data Synchronization Working Group to attend a joint session at RoundTable VII to discuss how the Calendaring  & Scheduling Consortium can help improve the calendar synchronization experience through better interoperability.

	Date:
	August 16th, 2006

	To:
	The Open Mobile Alliance Data Synchronization Working Group

	Source:
	The Calendaring & Scheduling Consortium

	Send Replies to:
	Dave Thewlis, Executive Director
Calconnect - The Calendaring and Scheduling Consortium
+1 707 840 9391 (voice) · +1 707 498 2238 (mobile)
http://www.calconnect.org · Dave.Thewlis@calconnect.org

	Contact(s):
	Mark Paterson, OMA Liaison contact for Calconnect 

mark.paterson@oracle.com


Overview

The MOBILE Technical Committee of the Calendaring & Scheduling Consortium recently published the results of a mobile calendaring questionnaire. This report is available directly at: 

http://www.calconnect.org/publications/reportonmobilecalendaringquestionnairev2results.pdf
Of concern were answers related to calendar synchronization. Synchronization was one of the main things users did but it was also singled out as one of the main things that did not work well enough yet.

The MOBILE Technical Committee believes that part of the problem lies in insufficient interoperability testing between implementations and while the OMA DS Compliancy Test Suite does do a good job of verifying protocol compliance it does not focus on the validity of the calendar information which is part of the payload. In addition issues related to the interpretation of the data object formats and the scope of support provided by the different implementers further compounds the user’s dissatisfaction.

Working with the Interoperability Testing Technical Committee of the Calendaring & Scheduling Consortium the MOBILE Technical Committee is interested in authoring a mobile calendar synchronization test suite that would focus on the ability of client and servers to exchange vCalendar and iCalendar objects. Using this test suite the Interoperability Testing Technical Committee could then host a session on mobile calendar synchronization interoperability testing at a future Calendaring & Scheduling Consortium Interoperability Event.

The MOBILE Technical Committee is also working on a technical white paper to explain the advantages of having the mobile industry move from vCalendar (the predominant data object format used by most players within the mobile space) to iCalendar (RFC 2445).

The MOBILE Technical Committee is interested in getting feedback from the Open Mobile Alliance Data Synchronization Working Group on both these subjects.

Proposal

Given the fact that the Calendaring & Scheduling Consortium RoundTable VII event and a recently scheduled interim face-to-face meeting of the OMA DS working group are both taking place the week of September 25th, 2006 and in the same geographical area the Calendaring & Scheduling Consortium would like to invite members of the OMA DS working group to attend the Mobile Technical committee session. 

The Mobile Technical committee session is currently scheduled as a 2-hour session on the afternoon of Thursday, September 28th, 2006 from 1:30pm to 3:30pm.This however could be adjusted accordingly to meet each organizations needs. In addition it could be lengthened if there were sufficient input material to warrant it.

The focus of the meeting will be on 

· The importance of iCalendar to the mobile space.

· Determining the requirements for a successful mobile calendaring interoperability test suite.

We would like to see several parties present their views on these topics. Joint presentations from OMA DS or individual presentations from OMA DS members would all be accepted and of great help. Further information on the material to be presented will be provided to the OMA DS working group as it becomes available.

Requested Action(s)

If the above given proposal is deemed acceptable by the OMA DS working group then CalConnect requests that a reply be sent indicating such along with information concerning preferred day and time if the proposed time is not workable.

Further information concerning CalConnect’s RoundTable VII event can be found at the following URL:

http://www.calconnect.org/roundtable7.html
To help coordinate this joint meeting and to organize material CalConnect would like to extend an invitation to the Chair and Vice Chair of the OMA DS working group to attend the Mobile Technical Committee’s conference call on September 6th, 2006 at 12 noon EDT (call in information to be provided).

Conclusion

CalConnect would like to express its gratitude to the OMA DS working group for considering this request and hopes that this can be the continuation of further informative discussions.
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