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1 Reason for Contribution

Numerous changes to SUPL 1.0 may cause instability to a released specification.
2 Summary of Contribution

Guidelines are given on how to keep the SUPL 1.0 Candidate Enabler stable while still being able to fix problems.
3 Detailed Proposal

The SUPL 1.0 Candidate Enabler Release was ratified Aug 15 by the OMA Board. Candidate status for an enabler means that the material is ready for implementation. Indeed, many companies now work on handset and/or server side SUPL 1.0 products, taking the published specifications as reference. At the same time, problems are found with the published specifications, be it while writing the test cases for OMA IOP or while preparing commercial SUPL products. While it is good to fix errors early on, such changes may cause instability and delays in shipping products. In this contribution, we attempt to list the different kinds of proposed changes to the enabler and give suggestions how to handle them.

1. Clerical changes
These changes comprise spelling and writing problems. As long as the ASN.1 coding is not affected by this, we consider such changes as not critical.
2. Non-fatal errors causing technical changes with no ramification on products
Most likely, these will minor errors like places where we write SPC instead of SLP in the AD. 

3. Non-fatal errors causing technical changes with ramifications on products
Here we do not differentiate if it is a seemingly minor change (like changing the spelling of an ASN.1 identifier) or a major change (like introducing a new value into an enumeration), because one particular implementation may be impacted widely by a seemingly minor change to the spec while another will not. In any case, there is a possibility to work around the underlying error without changing the spec.
4. Fatal errors causing technical changes
These are changes necessary to make SUPL work – there is no workaround for such errors. We list this category besides category 3 above as we believe such errors need to be fixed as soon as discovered.

We propose to leave an open time window to apply all of the above four changes. However, this time window needs to be quite limited such that the V1.0 specification becomes a stable base for implementations and for completing the SUPL Test Specification. As the test specification needs to be completed by Dec 2005, we propose to close the above window by the Sydney meeting in Oct 2005.
After the Sydney meeting, we would handle the above categories of changes as follows:
· Change requests falling into Category 1 (clerical) and 2 (technical without ramifications) would be collected and incorporated upon closure of IOT, i.e., when moving from Candidate to Approved status.

· Change requests falling into Category 3 (technical with ramifications, non-fatal): same handling as for Category 1 and 2, i.e., they would not be accepted anymore for updating the Candidate Enabler. Rather, they would be candidates for incorporation when moving from Candidate to Approved Enabler. At that time, we would also have more insight if any workarounds for the underlying problem cause interop problems or not.
· Change requests falling into Category 4 (technical with ramifications, fatal) are highly critical and need to be investigated on a case-by-case basis. Most probably, such changes should be applied immediately.
4 Intellectual Property Rights

Members and their Affiliates (collectively, "Members") agree to use their reasonable endeavours to inform timely the Open Mobile Alliance of Essential IPR as they become aware that the Essential IPR is related to the prepared or published Specification.  This obligation does not imply an obligation on Members to conduct IPR searches.  This duty is contained in the Open Mobile Alliance application form to which each Member's attention is drawn.  Members shall submit to the General Manager of Operations of OMA the IPR Statement and the IPR Licensing Declaration.  These forms are available from OMA or online at the OMA website at www.openmobilealliance.org.

5 Recommendation

Agree to close the above defined time window in Sydney.
Agree to handle the above categories as laid out in the above bulleted list.

In any case, members should strive to minimize both the number and impact of changes. If a problem can be fixed by a well localized change, this should be done rather than trying fundamental changes with far reaching consequences.
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