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1. Description and Goals

The Open Mobile Alliance provides specifications for a range of vertical mobile applications and services. These in turn are designed to leverage and operate over a variety of Internet protocols and bearer technologies defined by external organisations such as IETF, 3GPP, 3GPP2, W3C and OASIS.

The OMA Mobile Protocols Group (MPG) is responsible for providing a consolidated and consistent approach within OMA towards use of generic (horizontal) bearers and protocols, which meet Open Mobile Alliance requirements and schedules. In doing so, the OMA Mobile Protocols Group ensures a consistent repeatable approach for leverage and usage across applications and services.  The OMA Mobile Protocols Group will identify and recommend bearers and Internet protocols, specify profiles of external specifications and define bearer/protocol adaptations or extensions, as required. Within the scope of these activities, the OMA Mobile Protocols Group offers a centre of expertise for other groups within OMA and a home for related liaisons with external organisations.

The OMA Mobile Protocols Group may from time-to-time charter sub-groups to undertake specific work items as needed.

2. SCOPE

The scope of the OMA Mobile Protocols Group lies in the integration of OMA applications and services with underlying mobile bearers and protocols.

The major objectives and activities of the OMA Mobile Protocols Group are:

· Define the adaptation and/or binding of OMA applications and services to mobile bearers and Internet protocols which are defined by external organisations.

· Develop general principles, guidelines, and recommendation for bearer/protocol integration as needed.

· Identify, analyze and provide recommendation for new mobile bearers/protocols to support OMA applications and services.

· Specify profiles or usage optimisations of mobile bearers/protocols to ensure optimal performance of OMA applications and services with regard to QoS criteria such as interoperability, link performance, bandwidth requirement or other criteria, which may be defined from time-to-time.

· Provide expertise to other OMA working groups on matters lying within the scope of the group, ensuring enhancements in mobile bearer/protocol integration are shared across all OMA applications and services.

· Act as an informed point of liaison for external organisations, co-ordinating technical matters which overlap with OMA work.

· Ongoing ownership and maintenance of the existing profiles of IETF specifications originated in the WAP Forum; these are TCP, HTTP and DNS.

· Ongoing ownership and maintenance of certain other existing specifications originated in the WAP Forum from the Wireless Protocols Group; these are WSP, WTP, WDP, WCMP and related specifications WAPOverGSMUSSD, TransportE2Esec and WDPWCMPAdapt.

· Act as the “landing pad” and possible home for common protocol elements and requirements derived from affiliates joining OMA.  This can include the analysis, maintenance, evolution, and integration of affiliate specifications into OMA recommended bearers and protocols.  

· Participate in the architecture consistence reviews of proposed specifications to verify OMA recommended bearers and protocols are leveraged where appropriate.  If new bearer or protocol use is exposed during the review process, then MPG will ensure the proposed specifications provide the analysis which lead to the deviation from the recommended bearers and protocols.  The provided analysis will be the foundation for new requirements if the deviation is relevant across all OMA mobile applications and services.

· Address end-to-end interoperability issues relating to integration with external bearers/protocols.

3. Criteria for Success

· Provision of the smooth integration of OMA applications, services and incoming affiliates with underlying mobile bearers and protocols.

· The creation and maintenance of the OMA bearer and Internet protocols recommendation document.

· Effectiveness in identifying new mobile bearers and Internet protocols relevant to OMA applications and services

· Timeliness in providing profiles, extensions or recommendations relating to mobile bearers and Internet protocols, as needed

· Timeliness in introducing support for new mobile bearers and Internet protocols, as needed.

· Timeliness in responding to issues with existing specifications for which the group is responsible.

· Timeliness in responding to internal and external calls on expertise.
· Timeliness in responding to architecture consistence review requests.
4. Duration

The OMA Mobile Protocols Group is an essential part of the OMA working structure and its duration is the same as the duration of the OMA itself. The charter of the OMA Mobile Protocols Group is reviewed and updated annually or as required.

5. Schedule and Deliverables

The deliverables of the OMA Mobile Protocols Group are specifications, profiles and extensions of external specifications for use by OMA applications and services, and best current practices documents discussing issues such as QoS, performance, and any other issues relevant to the successful integration of OMA applications and services to underlying mobile bearers and protocols. These deliverables are released according to a schedule determined by the group, taking into account the overall delivery and scheduling requirements of the Open Mobile Alliance as a whole.

6. Resource Requirements

The OMA Mobile Protocols Group and its sub-groups require the following resources from the Open Mobile Alliance and its members:

· OMA staff assistance in arranging meetings - see section 10.

· OMA email and web site services for member access - see section 10.

· FTP access to the website for at least the chairman and secretary of MPG and each subgroup.

· OMA liasing services - see section 7.

· Members to permit representatives to donate their time and expertise to the work of MPG.
No guarantee of commitment level is required, e.g. percentage of working time. However, members are encouraged to permit their representatives to donate as much time as possible to bring new functions to market as quickly as possible and with the best quality possible.
7. Overlap with External Organisations

The work of the OMA Mobile Protocols Group will bring it into frequent contact with the work of other external organisations, such as IETF, 3GPP and 3GPP2. A key activity of the group is to provide an effective liaison with each external organisation, as meets the needs of the Open Mobile Alliance. Part of the work activities of the group will involve identification of new organisations with whom liaison would prove beneficial to the work of the Open Mobile Alliance. The liasing activities of the group will conform to the OMA liaison process.

8. Co-ordination with other OMA Activities

The OMA Mobile Protocols Group coordinates with all other OMA specification working groups insofar as they require integration with underlying mobile bearers or protocols. Additionally, the OMA Mobile Protocols Group will coordinate with the following OMA activities during the normal course of business:

· The OMA Technical Plenary

· The OMA Requirements Group

· The OMA Architecture Group

· The OMA IOP Group

9. Dependencies on OMA specifications

OMA Mobile Protocols Group activities will be dependent on the requirements from the OMA Requirements Group and the overall OMA architecture defined by the OMA Architecture Group.

10. Meetings and Communication

The OMA Mobile Protocols Group conducts its work in scheduled face-to-face meetings, teleconference calls and e-mail lists. The e-mail lists are also used for all other business including notification of meetings and teleconference calls. Ad-hoc meetings may be arranged between OMA meetings if required.

The MPG website may be found at http://www1.wapforum.org/member/wg/wpg/
11. Membership

OMA Sponsor member, Full members and Associate members can join the OMA Mobile Protocols Group.
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