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1 Reason for Change

There is an inconsistency between the SCR in annexes A.1 and A.2 and the specification of the concept of Authentication Context in section 5.4 of [OWSER NI].

The SCR indicates that Authentication Context is of mandatory support for an implementation, while what section 5.4 mandates is:

· On one hand the mandatory ability for SPs and IdPs to process authentication requests and responses carrying authentication context classes. Note that this doesn’t imply the need to support the authentication context class itself.

· On the other hand, the syntax of authentication context classes when included in authentication requests and responses.

So the only mandatory behaviour associated to authentication context classes pertains to the processing of authentication requests and responses, namely, to the single sign-on and federation protocol, which is of mandatory support for SPs and IdPs according to the SCR.

2 Impact on Backward Compatibility

None.

3 Impact on Other Specifications

There is an associated change request to this one, with the necessary changes on the OWSER ETR to align it with the present change. See document OMA-MWS-2004-0021- CR_OWSER_ETR_Optionality of Authentication Context.

4 Intellectual Property Rights

The author is not aware of any IPR which pertains to this change request.

5 Recommendation

To align the SCR and the specification text in what refers to authentication context:

1. By expressing that authentication context are optional.

2. By clarifying that what is of optional support are the authentication context classes.

6 Detailed Change Proposal

Beginning of modified section

A.1 IdP

[ rows above and below of the proposed change are skipped for clarity ]

	NI-IDP-011
	Authentication Context Classes
	5.4
	O
	


End of modified section

Beginning of modified section

A.2 SP

[ rows above and below of the proposed change are skipped for clarity ]

	NI-SP-011
	Authentication Context Classes
	5.4
	O
	


End of modified section
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