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1 Reason for Change

In the recent updates of the Process document leading towards V1.2 there has been significant change to the permanent document naming convention.

One change has been re removal of some document states, leaving just D(raft), C(andidate), A(pproved) and I(informational). This removes the ability previously afforded to indicate via a document state its expiry or obsolescence.

This change proposes

a) to reintroduce one of these, namely obsolete, to be able to proactively indicate a spec’s obsolescence through status

b) to add a process on TP to review its specifications periodically for obsolescence.

R2 of this document revises wording based on discussion on OpsPrcs conference call on 15 Oct.
2 Impact on Backward Compatibility

None – reintroduces a capability that is about to be removed. Adds valuable process step.

3 Impact on Other Specifications

None.

4 Intellectual Property Rights

Members and their Affiliates (collectively, "Members") agree to use their reasonable endeavours to inform timely the Open Mobile Alliance of Essential IPR as they become aware that the Essential IPR is related to the prepared or published Specification.  This obligation does not imply an obligation on Members to conduct IPR searches.  This duty is contained in the Open Mobile Alliance application form to which each Member's attention is drawn.  Members shall submit to the General Manager of Operations of OMA the IPR Statement and the IPR Licensing Declaration.  These forms are available from OMA or online at the OMA website at www.openmobilealliance.org.

5 Recommendation

Ops and Procs reviews and agrees this small change and includes it in V1.2 prior to seeking its approval.

6 Detailed Change Proposal

The following changes are proposed to the draft V1.2 process document based on the OMA-ORG-Process-V1_2-20040917-D draft.

· Section 12.1.1

Reinserting a state for obsolete.

· New section (13.1.4 is proposed)

A simple process for regularly reviewing the specification inventory for obsolescence.

Change 1 – From section 12.1.1

12.1.1
Permanent Document Numbering

The identification of a specification, report or any other permanent OMA document shall be in the following manner:-

“OMA-“ {<Affiliate> ”-“} <DocType> {“_” <DocNum>} “-“ <FuncArea> ”-“ {<Vers> ”-“} <DateStr> ”-“ <State>

where

	Field
	Use, Format and Remarks
	Examples

	<Affiliate>
	This field MAY be provided to indicate the affiliate organisation that produced the spec.  The future usage of affiliate names requires further consideration, and it is desirable that any new work initiated in OMA does not have the affiliate name in the document name.
	SYNCML, LIF, WV, WAP etc.  

	<DocType>
	This field SHALL be provided.  The field identifies the type of the document as presented in section Error! Reference source not found.
	RD, ORG

	<DocNum>
	This field MAY be provided, depending upon the type of document.  The field provides a sequence number providing a series associated with the specific document type.
	0042

	<FunctArea>
	This field SHALL be provided. The field provides an abbreviated name of the document function in the working group. It shall be a unique identification of the functional area, distinguishing between different groups that may be working on the same functional area.
	MLP, POC_ControlPlane, WML, etc.

	<Vers>
	This field MAY be provided.  This field shall refer to a version of the document.  See section Error! Reference source not found. below
	V1_0, V2_1_2.

	<DateStr>
	This field SHALL be provided and is the date when the document was posted to the document archive.
	20020620

	<State>
	This field SHALL be provided and indicates the state of the specification, these states being

· ‘A’ for Approved

· ‘C’ for Candidate

· ‘D’ for Draft 

· ‘I’ for Informational

· ‘0’ for Obsolete
Existing other states from OMA affiliates not accommodated or mappable into this list should be preserved and not reused if there is any risk of confusion.  Note that this state should not be confused with document disposition (see Error! Reference source not found.).
	D, A etc.


Table 1: Permanent Document Numbering

Change 2 – To be added into section 13.1

13.1.4
Managing Specification Obsolescence

Where ongoing interests in a technical area continue over time OMA specifications are expected to evolve which results in multiple versions (e.g. WML V1.0, 1.1, 1.2, 2.0 etc).  As a consequence, it can be expected that at some point the oldest versions may become obsolete through replacement with later versions or that they are simply no longer relevant.  In addition, specifications that were developed may never have made an impact in the market and may not be worth maintaining.  In these cases, it is important to properly indicate that these specifications are not appropriate for use and are not being maintained.



The obsolete state (‘O’ see Figure xxx) SHALL be used for specifications that have been determined to be old or irrelevant for which OMA does not intend to maintain and discourages their use.  Specifications do not automatically change state to Obsolete for any reason.  Rather, before a specification is marked as Obsolete, it must be presented to the Technical Plenary for explicit handling and agreement of the change of state.  Reasons for presenting specifications to the Technical Plenary include:
· Three or more newer major and/or minor versions (see table [version numbering]) of the specification have been approved.  For example, if a specification goes through V1.0 > V1.1 > V2.0 > V2.1 > V3.0, the V1.0 would be presented to Technical Plenary for handling once V2.1 approved and V1.1 would be considered once V3.0 approved.
· A specification reaches three years of age (based on its date of final approval).  If subsequently re-approved, the specification gets three more years before it would be considered under this clause again.
· A working group may at any time propose a specification be considered due to minimal market interest and/or a desire to end maintenance support.  This approach should be done with consultation with other working groups (e.g. Requirements) to assess market interest.
Per these reasons, specifications are to be presented to the Technical Plenary for determination of status.  The presentation itself will provide the reason for the specifications being brought forward and propose either retaining of its Approved state or changing of its state.  If there is no consensus on the proposal, the rules of technical decision making (sec 11) SHALL be utilized.
Making a document status Obsolete SHALL in no way reduce its pubic availability but SHALL prevent current or future OMA document normatively referencing it for conformance purposes.
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