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1 Reason for Change

In helping with the drafting of the “OMA Drafting Rules” document it became clear we have nothing in our processes today that specifies intra and inter document precedence. Reliance on the drafting rules seems in appropriate, hence this input.
The proposal attempts to codify established best practice from OMA and other organisations.

It is basically simple

Inter-document precedence – a document that references another document takes precedence over the referenced document where there is inconsistency, though such inconsistencies should be avoided. However e legitimate reason for doing so is the mandating of an optional feature in the referenced document.
Intra-document precedence – this arises typically through inconsistent detail between figures, flow diagrams, static conformance requirements and the text contained in the normative material of the specification. The proposal is to establish an order based upon the ability to express richness of intent.

2 Impact on Backward Compatibility

None
3 Impact on Other Specifications

None
4 Intellectual Property Rights

Members and their Affiliates (collectively, "Members") agree to use their reasonable endeavours to inform timely the Open Mobile Alliance of Essential IPR as they become aware that the Essential IPR is related to the prepared or published Specification.  This obligation does not imply an obligation on Members to conduct IPR searches.  This duty is contained in the Open Mobile Alliance application form to which each Member's attention is drawn.  Members shall submit to the General Manager of Operations of OMA the IPR Statement and the IPR Licensing Declaration.  These forms are available from OMA or online at the OMA website at www.openmobilealliance.org.

5 Recommendation

OPs to review this change request and if such precedence is considered worthy of codification consider these changes for a forthcoming process doc update, e.g. 1.3
6 Detailed Change Proposal

Change 1:  Add section re document precedence
12.6 Document Precedence

A formal document precedence is important to avoid ambiguity. Two forms of document precedence are defined, namely intra-document precedence and inter-document precedence. The combination or intra- and inter-document precedence should ensure the mitigation of ambiguity regarding the document’s intent
12.6.1 Intra-document Precedence
Within a document there are several ways the technical conformance intent of a feature can be specified. 
Typically these are the text, flow-diagrams, figures and tables. Such approaches differ re their ability to express the richness of intent. Often more than one of these approaches is used, one approach reinforcing or providing an overview of the other, e.g. figures and text, or flow-diagrams and text, or a tabulated short-hand and detailed textual expression of intent. 
Where multiple means to convey intent are used within a document there is risk of ambiguity due to the different modes to convey intent and ability to express the richness of intent.
In order to help the reader and authors of documents ensure a single unambiguous interpretation of intent for the technical conformance to the document: 
1. the document SHALL avoid ambiguity by ensuring self consistency, e.g. text, figures, tables etc. and combinations thereof. 
2. normative text SHALL be used to convey intent for technical conformance. Informative text provides supporting text such as describing scope, general concepts etc. and SHALL NOT be used to convey intent for technical conformance.
3. the document SHALL have an expressed intra-document precedence for the means used to convey normative intent. It is RECOMMENDED the order of precedence is defined in the document conventions. The order of precedence that SHALL apply is:
1. Text
Text has the greatest ability to express intent. Therefore normative text SHALL have the highest order of precedence. 
2. Other means (flow-diagrams, state diagrams, tables, figures, examples etc)

These means SHOULD be informative rather than normative. However where these means are normative they assume a lower precedence than text. 
In the event a table or flow diagram etc is intended to be the definitive intent for conformance the text needs to clearly state this.
It is RECOMMENDED the following order is adopted for precedence of the means other than text to convent intent for normative text:
1. Flow-diagrams (including state diagrams):  
2. Flow-diagrams provide a convenient way to support text and provide significant detail. Therefore flow-diagrams SHOULD precedence over general figures and tables and examples
3. Tables:  
4. Tables are convenient short-hand ways to express intent but the short-hand means can lack the necessary detail. Therefore tables SHOULD assume a lower precedence than flow-diagrams and the equivalent.
5. Figures other than flow-diagrams: Figures provide a convenient way to illustrate general intent. However in general they lack the ability for sufficient detail. Therefore figures other than flow diagrams SHOULD assume a precedence below flow-diagrams and tables.  
6. Examples, e.g. code examples: Examples SHOULD be informative, not normative. In the case examples are considered normative they SHALL assume the lowest order of precedence.  
7. Other means: The precedence for other means beyond flow-diagrams, table, figures and examples is not defined. If such means are being used their precedence SHOULD be indicated.
Within each of these categories there is a precedence based on the level of detail, i.e. higher level detail SHALL take precedence over lower level versions, which in general provide more overview or feature level intent rather than detail.
12.6.2 Inter-document Precedence
A document may reference other documents, which may in turn reference other documents. Thus a reference tree is established.
Any document in this document reference tree MAY contain conformance criteria for the document forming the root of the reference tree.
Given the need to a single interpretation of intent it is necessary for the precedence to be consistency interpreted, no matter what the reason for the perceived difference of intent. To that end the following order of precedence for normative material from multiple documents SHALL apply

1. Referencing document
2. Referenced document
This precedence SHALL be applied recursively to the entire reference tree.
A document that references directly or indirectly, i.e. via a referenced document, MAY override normative material in the referenced document. Typically this occurs when a document mandates a optional feature in a referenced document,

In reference trees where each document has the potential of having intra-document precedence the issue of intra-inter-document precedence occurs. It is RECOMMENDED the equivalent orders of precedence are treated as one order of precedence, e.g. text in each document forming the highest precedence order, then e.g. flow-diagrams etc..   
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