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1 Reason for Change

This contribution addresses CONRR item(s): 2-050.

The term “polite blocking” describes a policy where the subscription from a watcher is accepted, but no presence information is sent to the watcher.  However, when looking at this feature more carefully, it becomes clear that in order to implement a convincing polite blocking feature, sending no notifications, or sending empty notifications is not very “polite”, as the watcher can easily distinguish this fact.  Instead the presentity has to send a presence document that looks realistic, yet doesn’t contain any private information that the presentity doesn’t wish to divulge.
This can be implemented in a fairly straightforward way: setting a Subscription Authorization Policy that allows the subscription, and then setting a Presence Content Policy that sends appropriate information to the watcher.

The OMA specifications utilize draft-ietf-simple-presence-rules-01 for both Subscriptions Authorization Policy and Presence Content Policy.  However, the way that this IETF specification implements polite blocking is incomplete.  It states the following under the <subscription-handling> item: 

polite-block: This action tells the server to place the subscription into the "accepted" state.  Furthermore, it selects the composition policy, and sets it to support a polite blocking operation.  The specific composition policy to accomplish these goals is at the discretion of the service provider.  In all cases, the result of the composition policy should produce a raw presence document that indicates that the user is unavailable for communication.  A reasonable document would exclude device and person information elements, and include only a single service whose basic status is set to closed. […]
As composition is not specified, it is very unclear what happens when the “polite-block” element is utilized if one adheres to the specification.  
This contribution proposes some text to clarify how polite blocking is handled.
2 Impact on Backward Compatibility

n/a
3 Impact on Other Specifications

n/a
4 Intellectual Property Rights

Members and their Affiliates (collectively, "Members") agree to use their reasonable endeavours to inform timely the Open Mobile Alliance of Essential IPR as they become aware that the Essential IPR is related to the prepared or published Specification.  This obligation does not imply an obligation on Members to conduct IPR searches.  This duty is contained in the Open Mobile Alliance application form to which each Member's attention is drawn.  Members shall submit to the General Manager of Operations of OMA the IPR Statement and the IPR Licensing Declaration.  These forms are available from OMA or online at the OMA website at www.openmobilealliance.org.

5 Recommendation

Agree to and apply the proposed changes to the document listed above.
6 Detailed Change Proposal

Change 1

5.2.1.1 Subscription Authorisation Rules

A  presentity can define subscription authorization rules that apply to one or more potential watchers.  

Subscription authorisation rules determine the watchers who can be allowed to subscribe to the presence information of a presentity and those that cannot. The subscription authorisation rules may include lists that can be stored in the Presence XDMS or the Shared XDMS. 

The subscription authorization rules support the following actions:

· Accept

· Reject

· 
· Deferred decision

For a particular presentity, more than subscription authorization rules may exist.
Note:  The “polite-block” element SHALL NOT be used, as its semantics are ambiguous.  Subscription Authorization Rules can be combined with Content Rules to implement features such as “Polite Blocking”, where a watcher is allowed to subscribe, but is never sent any presence information.
End of Change 1

Note:  The following text was considered:
“The “polite-block” SHOULD NOT be used, as its semantic are ambiguous.  If encountered the Presence Server SHALL treat it as an “Accept”/”Reject” element.”

However, this text is problematic, as regardless if “Accept” or “Reject” is picked, we end up in an undesirable situation because we might give either more information than we should, or an “impolite” block
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