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1 Reason for Contribution

A first version of the OMA API Inventory was put online for trial and comments a few months ago.  This resulted in a wealth of feedback that resulted in several improvements of the Inventory.  
The current version of the API Inventory contains many API entries that have the same name but belong to different Releases.  This can easily create the impression that OMA publishes diverging or even competing API standards, especially to people who are not familiar with the OMA API program and OMA Releases.  
No matter how convincingly we can explain that these APIs are different (e.g. because they address different bindings or extensions of other APIs), the first impression can never be underestimated.  A first time visitor, whether a developer, a researcher, a manager or industry analyst, who finds it difficult to understand and navigate the API Inventory may never return and could end up giving bad press to OMA.
This document contains a proposal to address this problem, and also suggests some fixes for other, minor issues.
R01: Revision according to comments from REL and ARC (mainly Uwe Rauschenbach)
2 Summary of Contribution

See section 3 below.
3 Detailed Proposal

We propose the following changes to the table:

· Add detail to the API names so as to distinguish them as much as possible.  For the overview, it is better to use compelling and rich descriptive names rather than to use the formal name of the API, which is often overly coarse and ambiguous.
· Explicitly add protocol binding information in a separate column.  This helps to disambiguate APIs with (almost) identical names and allows visitors to search quickly for the bindings they are interested in.

· Remove the column with Approval status from the table.  This does not provide added value at the highest search level and may even cause confusion because it may cause visitors think that there is significant difference between implementing a Candidate or an Approved Release (this has been the subject of long debates in REL and IOP!). Instead we could include the Approval status on the detailed information page for the API (see contribution OMA-REL-2011-0123-INP_add_versioning_to_API_inventory).
· Remove the column with Functional categories.  First, because they tend to clutter up the table and they do not provide a great deal of information in addition to the name of the Enabler, especially if we use richer names (see the first bullet above).  Second, because “Functional category” may lead visitors to believe that such a concept is formally defined in OMA. Instead we can use the functional categories as hidden meta tags for search (see the next bullet).
· Add a search facility to the Inventory.  Any serious inventory or database should come with a search facility, the simpler yet intelligent the better.  The search facility could include a tag cloud which is generated on the basis of the hidden functional categories (see previous bullet), and could also include a free keyword search.
· Make it possible to sort the table by API name (default), Binding, Type or Release, by clicking on the headers of each column.  This could eliminate the need to put the different sorting criteria in the menu on the left (which currently only includes “APIs by Protocol Binding” as sort option) and thus simplify the presentation of the Inventory as a single sortable table.
· Change the heading “Enabler” to “Release” in the table.  Make the entries in this column link to the Release in question, for those interested in downloading the entire Release.
The following page shows an example of what the overview of the API Inventory could look like, according to the above suggestions.  The example shows two specific sets of APIs that were rather ambiguous in the original table.
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  API Inventory
OMA API Inventory
This page shows the entire OMA API Inventory.  You can sort by API name, Binding, Type and Release by clicking on the corresponding column header.  You can search using the tag cloud below, or by keyword using the search box. 
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In addition to these changes to the API Inventory, we propose

· Remove the whitepaper from the Inventory itself.  Instead, add an item to the menu on the left with the title "Guidelines for developers", which leads to a page with information for developers, from where the white paper can be downloaded.   Here we can also put future material for developers as it becomes available.

· Announce publications of new APIs or new versions of existing APIs in the News section.  This in addition to the subscription channel for notifications of API updates as proposed in REL-2011-0123-INP_add_versioning_to_API_inventory.

4 Intellectual Property Rights

Members and their Affiliates (collectively, "Members") agree to use their reasonable endeavours to inform timely the Open Mobile Alliance of Essential IPR as they become aware that the Essential IPR is related to the prepared or published Specification.  This obligation does not imply an obligation on Members to conduct IPR searches.  This duty is contained in the Open Mobile Alliance application form to which each Member's attention is drawn.  Members shall submit to the General Manager of Operations of OMA the IPR Statement and the IPR Licensing Declaration.  These forms are available from OMA or online at the OMA website at www.openmobilealliance.org.

5 Recommendation

REL is kindly requested to discuss this proposal, which will also be submitted to ARC.  If REL and ARC agree on this approach, a more formal proposal with specific decision items will follow.
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