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1 Reason for Contribution

The FAQ in the API Inventory currently contains information about the OMA Release Program that is slightly out of sync with the text proposed in document OMA-REL-2011-0126 for the Release Program section on the public portal.  This input contribution seeks to address this by making the texts consistent.
2 Summary of Contribution

We propose to substitute the text under the section “Questions about the OMA Release Program” on the “OMA API FAQ” page under the “API Inventory” section of the public portal as shown in section 3 below with revision marks.  In particular, the following changes are proposed:
· Move the description of Candidate Release before the description of Approved Release

· Apply the texts from document OMA-REL-2011-0126 to the description of Candidate Release and Approved Release

· Expand and improve the text describing Draft Release

· Add a section explaining Historic Releases

3 Detailed Proposal

Questions about the OMA Release Program

What is an OMA Candidate Release?

When OMA has approved the documents making up a Release they are published as a Candidate Release.  A Candidate Release is complete, stable, and ready for use in the Industry.  

As soon as published, a Candidate Release also becomes available for Public Review during which anybody can raise any issues with, or propose any revisions to the Release using the problem reporting procedure.  The length of the Public Review period is at least 30 days and depends on the nature of the Release.
Back to top
What is an OMA Approved Release?

A Candidate Release becomes an Approved Release when the Public Review ends or, in the case of an Enabler Release, when the validation criteria for interoperability have been satisfied.  Enabler Release interoperability is validated through the OMA IOP program or by alternative means, for example through testing outside OMA.
Back to top



What is an OMA Draft Release? 

An OMA Draft Release contains documents that are still under development, and has not yet reached Candidate status.  OMA has an open publication policy whereby Draft specifications are publicly available from the OMA Portal while the specification work is ongoing.   Drafts can be revised as frequently as needed. It is not encouraged to implement Draft Specifications in products until they reach Candidate status.
Back to top
What is an OMA Historic Release?

Versions of a Release may become obsolete over time as technology evolves or as older versions are superseded by newer ones.  Versions of Releases that are no longer maintained by OMA are labelled as Historic but remain publicly available.  OMA discourages the use of Historic Releases however, and you should not implement Historic Releases.
Back to top
4 Intellectual Property Rights

Members and their Affiliates (collectively, "Members") agree to use their reasonable endeavours to inform timely the Open Mobile Alliance of Essential IPR as they become aware that the Essential IPR is related to the prepared or published Specification.  This obligation does not imply an obligation on Members to conduct IPR searches.  This duty is contained in the Open Mobile Alliance application form to which each Member's attention is drawn.  Members shall submit to the General Manager of Operations of OMA the IPR Statement and the IPR Licensing Declaration.  These forms are available from OMA or online at the OMA website at www.openmobilealliance.org.

5 Recommendation

REL is kindly requested to discuss and, if appropriate, agree this proposal for updating the text under the OMA API FAQ.
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