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1 Reason for Contribution

Following the informal review of the OSPE RD, a number of concerns where raised as to the definition of the OSPE and the type of standardisation efforts required in terms of service life-cycle management. In order to clarify the definition of OSPE and the targeted areas for standardisation, this contribution proposes a new high-level OSE picture, which is to be inserted into the scope section of the OSPE RD.

2 Summary of Contribution

See section 3.

3 Detailed Proposal

1. Scope
(Informative)

This specification defines the use cases and requirements for the OMA Service Provider Environment (OSPE). The OSPE addresses the need for a standardized environment/infrastructure for developing and deploying services, and addresses the need to quickly and efficiently identify and diagnose faults associated with services that are offered by a Service Provider

As service providers try to expand their offerings and deploy more and more services they need to improve new services' time-to-market, service manageability and associated development, integration and maintenance costs (i.e. life-cycle costs) to stay competitive. 
Lower service life-cycle costs can be achieved by reducing administration (provisioning, O&M, etc.) and integration costs of the components used to build up services.  In addition, service manageability can be improved by defining service level diagnostics to enhance the Service Provider's ability to determine whether their complex services are working correctly and if a fault arises in any part of the service chain, that this fault is easily and efficiently traceable and rectifiable. Implementation and deployment of new services and enablers in the current non-standardized environment commonly results in considerable incremental cost, delays in service availability, interoperability issues, and service management complexity.  Standardization of at least some reusable components would allow their sharing across multiple services, reducing development, integration, and maintenance costs. Figure 1 illustrates the OSPE, which depicts the interfaces subjected for OSPE standardisation as well as the association with other connecting functions and environments.
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Figure 1 OSPE and its association with its connecting environments
This OSPE intends to achieve the following specific goals in this area:

· Reduce deployment and lifecycle costs and improve service/component time-to-market:
· By defining standard interfaces to components it will be possible for service provider to more quickly and cost effectively build new services by re-using rather than duplicating infrastructure-provided components and common data. Components for which interfaces will be defined may include data stores, subscription management, user profile storage, authentication tables, privacy repository, device profile storage, etc. 
· The component standard interfaces will not only cover the functional usage of the components but also the required lifecycle management functionality of these components. That may include interfaces to facilitate integrating, deploying, managing, monitoring, upgrading and removing a component in/from the service provider environment. 
· The modularization of the environment will let enabler developers focus their energies on developing enabler implementations, concentrating on the specific technology, rather than infrastructure functions.  Since these enablers will use standard interfaces, service providers will require less time and expense to add (integrate) these enablers and their components into the environment because the standard interfaces will eliminate much of the custom systems integration work currently required;  
· By defining Service Level diagnostic mechanisms to improve the Service Provider’s ability to manage their complex service offering in and across multi-vendor environments;

· By defining Service Level diagnostic mechanisms to improve the Service Provider’s ability to manage their complex service offering across different Service Provider environments
In addition to the specific OSPE goals, the key objective is for the OSPE, in its design, to fulfil the following design principles:
· Allow component interchangeability; 
· Allow the multi-vendor mixing-and-matching of components by defining their interfaces and having consistent semantics of shared data/schema across these components. To achieve such replaceability/reusability of components, we must provide mechanisms to support the full life cycle of components. This can be achieved by specifying standard component interfaces to handle aspects such as installation, configuration, administration, versioning, etc.
Section 5 of this document contains use cases describing the issues related with enabler development, deployment, integration, administration, maintenance, etc. Section 6 contains requirements extracted from the use cases presented in section 5.
4 Intellectual Property Rights

Members and their Affiliates (collectively, "Members") agree to use their reasonable endeavours to inform timely the Open Mobile Alliance of Essential IPR as they become aware that the Essential IPR is related to the prepared or published Specification.  This obligation does not imply an obligation on Members to conduct IPR searches.  This duty is contained in the Open Mobile Alliance application form to which each Member's attention is drawn.  Members shall submit to the General Manager of Operations of OMA the IPR Statement and the IPR Licensing Declaration.  These forms are available from OMA or online at the OMA website at www.openmobilealliance.org.

5 Recommendation

To agree and include figure 1 as described in section 3 in the OSPE RD.
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