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1 Reason for Change

When a new minor version of an enabler is under development, e.g. V1.1, it is difficult for a reader of the RD to quickly get an idea of the headline differences in functionality to the previous version.

For a new version of an RD which includes the text of the previous version, it is possible to see specific new requirements because these will be indicated in the “Enabler Release“ column in section 6.  However this can often be very specific and doesn’t easily provide the over-riding picture.
Likewise of a new version of an RD which includes only the new use cases and requirements, the introduction often stays the same so it is again difficult to get an overview.

For a new reader, outside of the group which developed the RD, an overview of the new or changed functionality is often one of the first things that they would like to know.
The ERELD does contain a section on differences to the previous version of the entire enabler, however this is not typically available until towards the end of an enabler’s development, so does not for example help during the RD reviews when most people are reading the document for the first time.

This contribution proposes to add a section on “Description of Differences from Previous Version” into the introduction of the RD.  The guidance text is based on that currently found in the ERELD.

2 Impact on Backward Compatibility

none
3 Impact on Other Specifications

none

4 Intellectual Property Rights

Members and their Affiliates (collectively, "Members") agree to use their reasonable endeavours to inform timely the Open Mobile Alliance of Essential IPR as they become aware that the Essential IPR is related to the prepared or published Specification.  This obligation does not imply an obligation on Members to conduct IPR searches.  This duty is contained in the Open Mobile Alliance application form to which each Member's attention is drawn.  Members shall submit to the General Manager of Operations of OMA the IPR Statement and the IPR Licensing Declaration.  These forms are available from OMA or online at the OMA website at www.openmobilealliance.org.

5 Recommendation

If REQ agree with the change then I will present it to OP for approval, along with a similar change to the TS template.

6 Detailed Change Proposal

4.  Introduction
(Informative)

<< 
This clause contains an overview of this requirements specification, describing the background and general objective of this requirements specification.  The inclusion of any pictures to back up text should be kept simple, showing various actors involved.

DELETE THIS COMMENT >>

<text>
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Figure 1: Example Figure

4.2  Functionality differences from previous version

This section provides an overview of new or modified functionality in this version of the RD, compared to the previous minor version.  For example for V1.1 of an RD it would describe the main functionality differences to V1.0;  for V1.2 of an RD it would describe the main functionality differences to V1.1.
It should be neither generic nor verbose, but should provide a high level, concise and informative description of the revised, modified or new functionality in this version compared to the previous minor version.  There is no need to provide a description for the differences between service releases, e.g. between V1.0.1 and V1.0.  For the initial version of the RD this section shall be left blank.  
The section shall also describe any known backward compatibility issues.
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