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1 Reason for Change

This contribution provides a generic introduction to the WP. It is not intended as being exhaustive but rather explain the rationale behind this WI.
2 Impact on Backward Compatibility

N.A

3 Impact on Other Specifications

N.A

4 Intellectual Property Rights

Members and their Affiliates (collectively, "Members") agree to use their reasonable endeavours to inform timely the Open Mobile Alliance of Essential IPR as they become aware that the Essential IPR is related to the prepared or published Specification.  This obligation does not imply an obligation on Members to conduct IPR searches.  This duty is contained in the Open Mobile Alliance application form to which each Member's attention is drawn.  Members shall submit to the General Manager of Operations of OMA the IPR Statement and the IPR Licensing Declaration.  These forms are available from OMA or online at the OMA website at www.openmobilealliance.org.

5 Recommendation

It is recommended to the group to accept the change proposed in this contribution.

6 Detailed Change Proposal

Change 1: add abbreviations


3.3
Abbreviations

	OMA
	Open Mobile Alliance

	MSN
	Mobile Social Network

	SN
	Social Network


Change 2: introduction


4 Introduction

Thanks to Web 2.0 technologies, the World Wide Web has been turned into a social space, moving from document links to people links. Individuals and organizations are now linked and leverage on user-generated content, communities, networking and social interaction.

Whilst the Web is becoming increasingly social, social networking itself is heavily fragmented due to the multitude of disparate services that are popular among users.

The current breed of social networking sites are all based on centralised isolated systems run by single companies. Users on one social network cannot (easily) interact with users on another network and people will often have to sign up for an account on SNs to keep in touch with different groups of friends.

Despite the fact that there are hundreds of other social networking sites on the Web, almost every single SN works standalone, ignoring other siblings.

Unfortunately, or fortunately, there is no single social graph (or even multiple which interoperate) that is comprehensive and decentralized. Rather, several disperse social graphs exist, many of them walled gardens and/or operated by small and unproven companies. This inconvenience ultimately results in a few very large networks with an inordinate amount of control over peoples' most personal data and a lack of choice and privacy for users.

In this regard, such walled gardens are data silos where user data can easily be inserted, but only accessed and manipulated via proprietary interfaces for humans and machines, therefore preventing the user from moving easily from one social networking platform provider to another by creating a `wall' around their social data that cannot be shared across networks.

This current dismal situation is analogous to the early days of hypertext before the World Wide Web, where various systems stored hypertext in proprietary and incompatible formats without the ability to use globally link and access hypertext data across systems, a situation solved by the creation of URIs and HTML. The same happened, for example, at early proprietary email systems which were "federated" by the open Internet SMTP. Internet email and the World Wide Web have created immense wealth and social well-being for the people who used them – vastly more than the monolithic, isolated networks that preceded them.
The goal of this Whitepaper is to investigate how this road may apply to the Mobile Social Networks world..
In this vision, this Whitepaper aims mainly at investigating on enabling client-server communication in a standard way between mobile devices and SN servers, as well as between servers from different service providers. Connections with external SNs are expected (through gateways implementing proprietary interfaces) but the definition of which external Social Network will be interconnected is out-of-scope of this activity.

In addition, the idea of APIs, both client- and server-side will be evaluated within this activity to foster integration with third party applications and mashups.

Finally, this Whitepaper will study the peculiarities of the Mobile Social Networking, both at protocol and application level, that may lead into reusing existing OMA enablers to overcome limitations or provide further functionalities or information.
Editor’s Note: definitions are needed for “external Social Networks”.
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