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1 Reason for Contribution

REQ has agreed document [1], a liaison to be sent to OpenSocial Foundation. Because OMA does not a CA/CF with OpenSocial Foundation, the liaison has passed through BoD EL before to go out.

Below there are the comments provided by BoD EL Chair on this liaison, indicating that the liaison cannot be sent in its [1] version but it has to be reviewed.

-------------Comments from BoD EL ----------------

- OMA REQ MSN Work Area would be also interested in collaborating actively with OpenSocial Foundation (e.g. through joint F2F meetings/workshops or conf calls etc) for accelerating the working progress of both sides and provide the appropriate documentation that OpenSocial Foundation might request. 

My suggestion would be not to mention these mechanisms (joint F2F meetings workshops or conf calls), as the mode of cooperation can only be decided through a Cooperation Agreement or Framework upon consideration of the LRR provided by TP. In particular, joint meetings could be be difficult to organize from the point of view of the status of their outcome. I would also suggest to replace “ provide the appropriate documentation..” by a note that OMA documents are publicly available at… , since sending technical material to the Foundation (if ever needed) may need to be carefully considered first. 

- 1) OMA REQ kindly asks OpenSocial Foundation to review and provide feedback on the referred OMA documents [2] and [3], specifically in the areas of potential overlap or complementarities with the OpenSocial Foundation activities;

This may pose a problem when OMA receives the feedback which is being requested, especially if this feedback is technical and not just operational. The group should note that, because the IPR policy of the Foundation is significantly different from the OMA one, such material will have to be carefully scrutinized by the OMA Secretariat and Legal Counsel. My suggestion is to ask the OMA legal counsel to look into the Foundation policies now, for her advice.

2) In particular, to avoid overlapping work in the area of client-server interactions and device APIs, OMA REQ kindly asks OpenSocial Foundation to provide their view on potential reuse by OMA of Social gadget and Social API Server specifications, indicating which release is more appropriate to be referenced;

I am not sure what is being asked for in 2). I suspect that the Foundation does not rule on the “reuse” of their specifications since they are publicly available; however it will be up to OMA to consider the consequences of any reuse or reference of this material, if TP finds it necessary . If there is any ambiguity on the release  version of a specification, this point should be brought up clearly, especially because there are clear warnings on the specs web pages regarding which document is work in progress

-------------------------------------------------

While in Budapest, OMA Legal counsel has provided further feedback:

-------------Comments from OMA Legal Counsel ----------------

in section 1, what is meant by "endorsement"  -- for example, would this be normative referencing?

in section 1, the following needs to be restated: "The scope of MSN Work Item is also to identify existing industry standards that may be referenced and reused with necessary profiling by OMA.  It is the intention of OMA to evaluate if and how relevant external SDOs may be requested to collaboratively develop the actual specifications and/or related profiling needed by OMA MSN."  Is the intent here that OMA might reference the OpenSocial Foundation standards?  If so, then perhaps these two sentences may be deleted and the last sentence in this section restated to read:

"OMA has identified the OpenSocial Foundation to have existing industry standards that might be referenced in particular with respect to client-server interactions as well as Device APIs towards 3rd party applications running in the device."

in section 2, I would recommend restating the second paragraph to read:
"OMA REQ MSN Work Area would be also interested in liaison exchanges with the OpenSocial Foundation through a Cooperation Agreement or Cooperation Framework agreed upon by both parties.  The liaison relationship may help to accelerate the working progress of both sides and provide information when relevant documents are publicly available."

in section 3 (2), I would recommend restating this to read:
"OMA REQ kindly asks OpenSocial Foundation to indicate which releases of Social gadget and Social API Server specifications may be referenced and the public links where such specifications may be found."

If the OpenSocial Foundation does provide feedback on the OMA documents and if there are any technical comments, we will need to review this carefully prior to distribution within OMA.
-------------------------------------------------

[1] http://member.openmobilealliance.org/ftp/Public_documents/REQ/MobSocNet/2011/OMA-REQ-MobSocNet-2011-0005R01-INP_MSN_OpenSocial_Liaison_preparation.zip 

2 Summary of Contribution

This contribution (see attachment) provides a revised version of the liaison to be sent to the OpenSocial Foundation, addressing the comments received by BoD EL Chair and OMA Legal Counsel. 

3 Detailed Proposal

See the attachment for detailed proposal
4 Intellectual Property Rights

Members and their Affiliates (collectively, "Members") agree to use their reasonable endeavours to inform timely the Open Mobile Alliance of Essential IPR as they become aware that the Essential IPR is related to the prepared or published Specification.  This obligation does not imply an obligation on Members to conduct IPR searches.  This duty is contained in the Open Mobile Alliance application form to which each Member's attention is drawn.  Members shall submit to the General Manager of Operations of OMA the IPR Statement and the IPR Licensing Declaration.  These forms are available from OMA or online at the OMA website at www.openmobilealliance.org.

5 Recommendation

To review the attachment and agree to the proposal.
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