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1 Description

Description and Objectives of Work to be Undertaken (including Justification and Use Cases):

The objective of this WI is to create a base conformance profile for WAP CSS (WCSS). 

The creation of a profile is being considered by MAE in the light of several stimuli; (a) a liaison from the GSM Association (OMA TP document OMA-TP-0065B) suggesting the need for one, asking OMA if it believes one is needed and asking if OMA would make such a profile available;  (b) a member submission (OMA TP document OMA-TP-0065A) describing  a WCSS base profile which outlines a profile these members believe is achievable; and the subsequent discussion of these inputs and the subject matter.

It is worth pointing out why MAE proposes to produce the profile now and yet chose not to when the specification was first produced in 2001. At that time the device implementation burden for WCSS was not fully quantified and this resulted in a conservative position being taken. The intervening time has allowed a better understanding of both the relative importance of some WCSS capabilities for mobile applications, thereby allowing an appropriate profile to be produced to meet the market needs, and the ability to affordably produce implementations which shipments of product are anticipated. It is accepted by MAE that the timing is now right for this profile to be defined.

The goal of creating the WCSS profile is to create an agreed set of features for Wireless Cascading Stylesheets (WCSS) that may be relied upon by the content developer community and by the IT community to be present and to work interoperably across multiple vendors, devices and in multiple markets. This, in turn, will promote the development of more sophisticated services, by 

· lowering the software cost of multiple client maintenance. 
· guaranteeing richer presentation of client to users.
· providing a more consistent presentation to end users.

· allowing content providers to base branding and related content customizations on client CSS functionality.
Deliverable(s):

The deliverable associated with this WI is a document describing the minimum WCSS conformance profile. 

This profile is not meant as a replacement for WCSS specification. It is meant to be a clarification to the conformance of that specification in cases where today:

· All property choices specified by the WCSS specification are optional.

· There are multiple compliant alternatives possible for implementation of a feature or function.

This profile is limited to describing WCSS properties and selectors only.

It is anticipated the resulting WCSS conformance profile will yield the following levels of support for WCSS:

· None, i.e. there is no support for WCSS. This preserves the minimum conformance in Browsing 2.1 today.

· The new WCSS minimum conformance profile: providing a known base of WCSS support where styling of content is supported, which is an improvement for service providers and users over Browsing 2.1 today.

· Beyond WCSS minimum conformance profile: where vendors’ device capabilities permit a richer styling capability. Note: MAG is already working on a means to advertise to application servers the supported styling capabilities so that optimal use may be made of them by applications. 

Existing Specifications or Documents Affected:

WAP-239-WCSS-20011026-a.pdf, http://www1.wapforum.org/tech/terms.asp?doc=WAP-239-101-WCSS-20020430-a.pdf
Also accessible via http://www.openmobilealliance.org: Following links: Documents/WAP Specifications.

No other specifications, i.e. other browsing related specification, are anticipated to be impacted at this stage.

Linked Work Items:

none

Linked Affected OMA Groups and External Fora

· BAC-MAE
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Service Impacts:

Improves the ability of services to deliver applications exploiting device style capabilities both with interoperability and affordably.

Architecture Impacts:

none

Charging/Billing Impacts:

none

Security Impacts:

none

Privacy Impacts:

none

IOT Impacts:

The goal of this WI is to improve interoperability of browser services, by clarifying browser behavior in some cases and establishing a solid basis for WCSS interoperability.
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