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1 Overview

Through the W3C MWI – OMA coordination OMA was made aware of the planned W3C Device Description Repository workshop planned for 12-13 July 2006 in Madrid. OMA was specifically asked if it had comments. 
This input provides some comments to the workshop.

2 Proposal

OMA welcomes recognition of the need by W3C MWI (Mobile Web Initiative) for a device description repository.
Today device manufacturers decide may generate device descriptions for their devices and would publish these through some means, e.g. on their own website. Such a distributed system has merits but also challenges for those wishing to consume them, e.g. content or service providers. Moreover there is a need to ensure the device descriptions do describe the device’s characteristics and capabilities appropriately. Both the W3C through its MWI activity and OMA through its work item 60, which is now nearing completion for its initial work plan, recognise this though the approaches differ somewhat.
OMA’s current work has centred on providing online tools to make it easy for vendors to submit device profiles based on UAPROF for syntax validation. It is limited to syntactic validation today as there is no equivalent automatic means currently available to verify the characteristics are as defined in the profile. In addition once the profiles are validated they can be submitted to the profile repository with timestamps etc showing when they were validated. To date over 70 profiles have been submitted through the validation to the repository, and we are seeking ways to encourage more vendors and device profiles to be validated and stored in the repository.

The W3C work, based on the call for the workshop and the requirements, seems to go beyond this in a number of ways. For example, it appears to be indicating a capability to query individual characteristics, e.g. screen size, rather than to download a entire profile for processing at the content provider/service provider. If indeed this is the intent it does suggest additional engineering issues re its deployment if used on a significant scale as a central repository.
There are undoubtedly a number of significant issues related to the topic of a DDR, and OMA has touched on just some, it is clear W3C are looking at others. OMA welcomes continued dialogue and cooperation with W3C MWI re the establishment of a suitable approach to a DDR serving the needs of the industry.

3 Requested Action(s)

W3C MWI DDR workshop to review and consider the information provided in this liaison
4 Conclusion

OMA Technical Plenary thanks W3C for the opportunity to input to the MWI DDR workshop and extends the offer to cooperate further on this topic
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