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The CALENDARING & SCHEDULING CONSORTIUM





Liaison Statement

Invitation from the Calendaring & Scheduling Consortium to Open Mobile Alliance members to attend CalConnect’s planned Vcard Workshop.

	Date:
	June 8th, 2007

	To:
	The Open Mobile Alliance Technical Plenary

	Source:
	The Calendaring & Scheduling Consortium

	Send Replies to:
	Dave Thewlis, Executive Director
Calconnect - The Calendaring and Scheduling Consortium
+1 707 840 9391 (voice) · +1 707 498 2238 (mobile)
http://www.calconnect.org · Dave.Thewlis@calconnect.org

	Contact(s):
	Mark Paterson, OMA Liaison contact for Calconnect 

mark.paterson@oracle.com


Overview

vCard is a well established standard for representing and transferring contact information on computer systems and mobile devices. Having been in use for a while now, a number of areas of the specification have been noted as problematic and in need of revision for fixes or enhancements. To that end, Calconnect (the Calendaring & Scheduling Consortium) is planning a one day vCard-focused workshop event in Boston, MA in September with the goal of bringing together the key players to help move forward vCard revision efforts. Several members of Calconnect use vCard in addition to their calendaring products, and since there is a great deal of similarity between vCard and the iCalendar calendar data format it was felt that Calconnect was the correct host for this initial event.

The goal of the workshop is two-fold. First to determine the real interest in revising the vCard specification, and second to determine what needs to be revised and how to go about doing that.

The workshop will start with a general introduction to vCard and other related technologies, before moving into detailed discussion of the problems that people encounter in their use of it. There will be many opportunities for open discussion of issues beyond those initially determined, and opportunities for attendees to present their own issues or solutions (be they vCard based or something else). Hopefully the workshop will result in a well-defined plan for moving forward with this work.

Proposal

Given the fact that several OMA Enabler specifications make reference to vCard, the Calendaring & Scheduling Consortium would like to extend an invitation to all OMA members to attend this workshop. 

As part of this workshop CalConnect would like to highlight the numerous industry standards that make use of vCard. To this end if a list of OMA Enablers that directly or indirectly rely on vCard could be provided to CalConnect it would be greatly appreciated.

Conclusion

CalConnect would like to express its gratitude to the OMA for considering this request. 

Please note that in addition to this Liaison statement a separate Liaison statement has been sent to the OMA DS working group to invite the group to present to workshop attendees on the issues synchronization implementations are experiencing using Vcard.

Further information concerning the Calendaring & Scheduling Consortium can be found at the following URL:

http://www.calconnect.org
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