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1 Reason for Contribution

This contribution proposes the analysis of FOAF (The Friend of a Friend) as the inputs to Related Activities.
2 Summary of Contribution

The FOAF technology is analyzed.
3 Detailed Proposal

7.2.4 The Friend of a Friend (FOAF)
The Friend of a Friend (FOAF) project is creating a Web of machine-readable pages describing people, the links between them and the things they create and do. FOAF is about your place in the Web, and the Web's place in our world. FOAF is a simple technology that makes it easier to share and use information about people and their activities (e.g. photos, calendars, weblogs), to transfer information between Web sites, and to automatically extend, merge and re-use it online.

FOAF allows the expression of personal information and relationship, such as name, email address etc., and is a useful building block for creating information systems that support online communities. FOAF is simply an RDF vocabulary. Its typical use is akin to that of RSS: You create one or more FOAF files on your Web server and share the URLs so software can use the information inside the file. Like creating your own Web pages, the creation of your FOAF data is decentralized and within your control. An example application that uses these files might be a community directory where members maintain their own records. However, as with RSS, the really interesting parts of FOAF come into play when the data is aggregated and can then be explored and cross-linked.

Since the primary target of FOAF is the creation and expression of personal information and relationship, it does not support MSC-specific features directly. However it is a useful tool and structure in helping create an MSC enabled application.
4 Intellectual Property Rights

Members and their Affiliates (collectively, "Members") agree to use their reasonable endeavours to inform timely the Open Mobile Alliance of Essential IPR as they become aware that the Essential IPR is related to the prepared or published Specification.  This obligation does not imply an obligation on Members to conduct IPR searches.  This duty is contained in the Open Mobile Alliance application form to which each Member's attention is drawn.  Members shall submit to the General Manager of Operations of OMA the IPR Statement and the IPR Licensing Declaration.  These forms are available from OMA or online at the OMA website at www.openmobilealliance.org.

5 Recommendation

It is recommended that this contribution to be agreed for the White Paper.
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