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1 Description

Description and Objectives of Work to be Undertaken (including Justification and Use Cases):

OMA has inherited the WAP browser and has continued to enhance it. It is important to provide ongoing support and, where needed, enhancement of the existing browser.

The objective of this WI is to provide the means to provide the ongoing support and, where necessary enhancement, of the Browsing V1.0 - V2.1, the current releases, and any subsequent release of OMA Browsing once they transfer into maintenance mode post approval of the specifications or at some otherwise determined point in the development and release process for a given release.

Further this WI covers the maintenance of two specific browser enhancements, namely Pictogram and EFI.

For reference, Browsing V1.x refers to the browsing suite of specifications in WAP V1.x and Browsing 2.0 refers to the browsing suite of specifications in WAP V2.0 even though they were not released with this terminology. For the purposes of clarity the suite of specifications that comprise a Browsing release are: the markup languages (WML and/or XHTMLMP), the scripting languages (WMLScript and WMLScript Libraries and/or ESMP), the content styling capabilities (WCSS), the WAE (WAESpec + WAEOverview or WAESpec + WAEMT), WBXML, HTTP State Management and User Agent caching as appropriate for the release.

Browsing V1.x uses the WML V1.3 and WMLScript as the core markup and script languages. There are a number of other specifications providing caching, graphical media types, pictograms and more depending on the release. The WAE Specification [WAESpec] provides the glue bringing these elements together into a cohesive whole.  All the referred to specifications can be found as part of the WAP V1.0, V1.1, V1.2, V1.2.1 (or June 2000) release information at http://www.wapforum.org/what/technical.htm under the appropriate Wireless Application Environment (WAE) listing. 

Browsing V2.0  provides the first convergent release of browsing for WAP, now OMA. It establishes the XHTML Mobile Profile [XHTMLMP] as the core markup and manages backwards compatibility for WML applications. The Wireless Cascading Style Sheet profile [WCSS] provides the presentational control. There are a number of other specifications providing graphical media types, pictograms and more. The WAE Specification [WAESpec] provides the glue bringing these elements together into a cohesive whole.  All the referred to specifications can be found as part of the WAP 2.0 release information at http://www.wapforum.org/what/technical.htm under the WAP 2.0 WAE listing.

Browsing V2.1 provides the second convergent release of browsing for OMA. It builds on Browsing 2.0 by using the XHTML Mobile Profile [XHTMLMP] and ECMAScript Mobile Profile [ESMP] as the core markup and script languages. The WAP Cascading  Style Sheet profile [WCSS] provides the presentational control. There are a number of other specifications providing graphical media types, pictograms and more. The WAE Specification [WAE] provides the glue bringing these elements together into a cohesive whole.  All the referred to specifications can be found as part of the Browsing V2.1 enabler package at http://www.openmobilealliance.org/. 

The Pictogram specification provides the means to use supplementary images, either from local storage within the device or retrieved from network storage, to supplement and markup in the text of a document. Typical uses would be providing weather symbols (clouds, sun) etc to supplement weather forecasts. The Pictogram specifications can be found at http://www.wapforum.org/what/technical.htm.

EFI, the External Functionality Interface, provides the means to use functions beyond the basic browser, e.g. other software programs or attached devices such as GPS receivers, discovering and accessing these functions through the browser’s script languages. The EFI specifications can be found at http://www.wapforum.org/what/technical.htm.

The Browsing releases most prevalent in the market are Browsing 1.1, Browsing 1.3 and Browsing V2.0 at this point in time. It is especially important to provide the necessary maintenance to address any problems found in through member submissions or reported field problems for these releases.  

As Browsing 2.1 and subsequent versions are released and become established those too require support. 

Browsing V1.0 and V1.2 however do not have significant deployment if any.  Support for these will be primarily for completeness and is expected to consume minimal resources.

This work item proposes OMA, through the MAG working group, and specifically the MAE sub-working group:

· Provides the necessary maintenance for the Browsing releases, Pictogram and EFI by addressing in a timely manner all Problem Reports, Change Requests or other submissions to OMA of problems being found in the various Browsing, pictogram and EFI releases. 

· Provides enhancements to the Browsing, Pictogram and EFI releases that do not constitute the adding of new features to the suite of specifications where such new features would, by the OMA processes, require a new Work Item.

Deliverable(s):

as needed

Existing Specifications or Documents Affected:

All specifications of the Browsing, Pictogram and EFI releases that may be impacted through this work via maintenance releases can be found at http://www.wapforum.org/what/technical.htm and http://www.openmobilealliance.org/ under the various WAP or OMA release versions.

Linked Work Items:

none

Linked Affected OMA Groups and External Fora

· BAC-MAE
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Service Impacts:

Improved interoperability and conformance to WAP Forum/OMA intent.

Architecture Impacts:

none

Charging/Billing Impacts:

none

Security Impacts:

none

Privacy Impacts:

none

IOT Impacts:

The goal of this WI is to provide the enhanced browsing interoperability
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