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1 Description

Description and Objectives of Work to be Undertaken (including Justification and Use Cases):
vObject is a family of data formats that describe electronic business cards,  electronic calendaring and scheduling information and bookmarks.  Use of these data formats allows the easy download and exchange of this type of information between conforming clients and servers.

There are a number of activities regarding vObject that have been carried out in different organizations. The Versit consortium developed vCard and vCalendar (the most recent versions of the specification are vCard 2.1, vCalendar1.0). In 1996, the IMC (Internet Mail Consortium) assumed the work from Versit to further develop and promote these two important technologies. 

Other open standards include vCard 3.0 and iCalendar. The vCard 3.0 specification is consists of two parts: 
· MIME Content-Type for directory information, RFC2425, 
· vCard MIME Directory profile, RFC2426. 

The iCalendar specification consists of three RFCs:
· Internet Calendaring and Scheduling Core Object Specification, RFC2445, 
· iCalendar Transport-Independent Interoperability Protocol(iTIP), RFC2446, 
· iCalendar Message-based Interoperability Protocol(iMIP), RFC2447.

vBookmark was developed by the IrDA(Infrared Data Association), which was established to promote infrared standards, to allow convenient cordless connectivity and foster application interoperability over a broad range of platforms and devices. 

The European Telecommunications Standard Institute (ETSI) developed a draft guideline defining minimum conformance to vCard 2.1.

Existing OMA activities related to vObject include:

1.  the development of MMS Conformance Document, 
2. WAE specification.  
The latter provides implementation guidelines for vCard and vCalendar, however, a vObject profile was not developed within either of those activities.

Sample use cases for  vObject are::

· Sending vObjects via local interface (infrared, Bluetooth, etc)
· Sending and receiving a vObject via email as an attachment
· Downloading vObject via browser

There are products in the market place today that implement vObjects according to the specifications listed above, however, due to the ambiguity of the specifications, there is inadequate end-to-end interoperability between these products.  Some of these IOP problems have been raised by OMA DS group. 
Therefore, the purpose of this work item is to resolve some of these issues by developing vObject requirements for OMA enablers and a vObject minimum interoperability profile based on the vCard 2.1, vCalendar 1.0 and vBookmark specifications along with guidelines to ensure a consistent, non-ambiguous interpretation of the relevant base specifications. It is NOT the purpose of this work item to propose extensions or modifications to any of the specifications mentioned above. It is recognized that existing and new applications will introduce new vObject requirements. It is expected that these new requirements will be addressed in a companion WID focusing on a longer term solution.
Deliverable(s):

Requirement Document for "vObject OMA minimum interoperability profile"

vObject OMA minimum interoperability profile specification

Appropriate other documents
Existing Specifications or Documents Affected:
WAESpec
The following DS specifications may require some changes:

SyncML Device Information + perhaps also it's DTD (depends of the outcome of the WI)

SyncML Representation Protocol, DS Usage 

SyncML Data Sync Protocol
Linked Work Items:

Linked Affected OMA Groups and External For a

MMSG (subgroup of MSG)
DS 

REQ
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Service Impacts:

Support for “vObject OMA minimum interoperability profile” will impact devices and services supporting it.

Architecture Impacts:

Convergence of vObject profile across user agents will help insure that terminal devices are not burdened with extra language support issues.

Charging/Billing Impacts:

None identified

Security Impacts:

None identified

Privacy Impacts:

None identified

IOT Impacts:

IOP support for “vObject OMA minimum interoperability profile” will be required.
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