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INTRODUCTION

WBA welcomes the effort from OMA Content Delivery Working Group in defining a common standard for connection managers APIs development, to be widely adopt by the industry including operators and OEM/ODM providers.

In order to analyze the topic Open Connection Manager API (OpenCMAPI) was decided to use the WBA Next Generation Hotspot (NGH) Trial Phase 2 project to make an assessment to the OMA LS. The Next Generation Hotspot (NGH) is a set of capabilities to delivery network/operators interoperability with a secure and seamless experience to customers. It builds on the WFA Passpoint Program to deliver this common set of standards that would bring a cellular-like end-user experience to Wi-Fi connectivity in roaming and offload scenarios. 

In response to OMA-CD-WG Liaison Statement from 18th September 2012, the WBA membership identified the following recommendations and inputs:
The OpenCMAPI should align with WFA Passpoint Certification and therefore it is recommended to be included in the overall connector’s architecture. Devices with Passpoint will be considered in all WBA field trials with Operators. The OpenCMAPI should maintain compatibility with legacy (pre-Passpoint) networks using Universal Access Method (UAM) (username/password & WISPr 1.0) to guarantee the retro-compability with pre-Passpoint networks to ensure that all the range of devices and networks will be covered.
WBA developed the Wireless Roaming Intermediary Exchange standard for Location Feed Format & File Exchange Standard (WRIX-L). This standard defines the format and data that WBA member operators shall exchange for feeds of partner service locations. Also, customers should be able to use the service locations shown within the terms and conditions of the service definition. WBA recommends the OpenCMAPI to align with the guidelines from WRIX-L in terms of information for the identification of Hotspots (including geo-codes and venues types categories to facilitate the implementation of a standardize approach to search hotspots) – WRIX-L document is available for download at http://www.wballiance.com/resource-center/specifications/.
The NGH program will comprise the implementation and configuration of specific icons (that will be locally displayed in the end user device) in order to identify a connection to a NGH compliant network. WBA recommends that OpenCMAPI should allow connection managers to determine whether the connection is in a legacy/private network or to an NGH network, and be able to retrieve appropriate icons.
Regarding non-SIM devices WBA would like to make the following recommendations:

· Create specific guidelines/standards for connection of non-SIM devices such as media players and tablet devices where a conventional user interface is present.

· Create specific guidelines/standards for connection of non-SIM devices such as digital cameras, and gaming consoles where traditional graphical user interfaces may not be available.

General recommendations and comments:
· The OpenCMAPI should allow connection managers to determine whether the connection is to a Home Service Provider (HSP) or a Visited Network Provider (VNP)
· The OpenCMAPI should expose all of the information elements enabled by the ANQP features of Passpoint Certification, such as backhaul loading, venue information etc.
· The OMA may consider the inclusion of advanced features such as session persistence on network handover and exposure of Wi-Fi link quality
· The OpenCMAPI may maintain compatibility with emerging NGH Policy management functionality (including the provision and implementation of operator policy)

· The OMA may consider requirements on OpenCMAPI implementations to handle multiple, potentially conflicting connection manager clients gracefully in order to minimise connection problems where end users have installed one or more additional connection manager clients (in addition to the native one).
WBA is available to provide further information about any of the above mentioned WBA working topics as well as the recommendations. In this context, WBA would like to continue collaborating with OMA-CD-WG on this topic.
Additionally WBA would like to invite OMA members participate in the NGH Trial Phase 2, more information in attach.
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