
 

 

 

 

To: Open Mobile Alliance (OMA) 

 

 

 

15
th
 January 2013 

 

Subject: Invitation from WBA to participate in the Next Generation Hotspot Trial 

Dear Sir / Madam, 

I am writing to you to invite you to participate in an important global ecosystem initiative called the Next Generation 

Hotspot (NGH) Trial, involving leading operators, facilitated by the WBA. The main objective of the Trial is to 

ensure that Wi-Fi CERTIFIED Passpoint
TM

 devices work successfully across multiple operators – driving adoption 

of next generation Wi-Fi services and devices globally. 

Under our NGH program, launched in 2011, the WBA has been working in close cooperation with both the GSM 

Association (GSMA) and Wi-Fi Alliance (WFA) to make the Wi-Fi user experience as easy, secure and seamless 

as cellular. As part of this program, the NGH Trial phase-1 was successfully completed with participation of a large 

number of major operators and technology participants from around the world. Supported by key device and 

infrastructure vendors, it allowed end-to-end functional testing by major operators of the critical elements of the 

Hotspot 2.0 technical specification from WFA.  

With WFA recently launching the Wi-Fi CERTIFIED Passpoint™ certification program, the WBA has announced 

phase-2 of the NGH Trial. Major operators and vendors will now conduct an expanded NGH trial based on Wi-Fi 

CERTIFIED Passpoint
TM

 equipment. The aim is to actively support operators in deploying commercially ready 

equipment, while ensuring end-to-end interoperability in the real operator environment. For further details, please 

see the attached WBA announcement.  

As was done after the successful completion of the earlier NGH trial, the final results of this phase will be promoted 

through our cooperation frameworks with the GSMA and WFA.  To ensure that all the trial participants are able to 

contribute and benefit equitably with a uniform set of confidentiality and IPR protection, we do need to ensure that 

all participants are bona fide WBA members.  

To find out more about this important global trial, and how it is driving operator adoption for next generation Wi-Fi 

based on commercial Wi-Fi CERTIFIED Passpoint™ equipment and to discuss how to engage with WBA, please 

contact Mr. Tiago Rodrigues, Program Director at WBA (tiago@wballiabce.com).  

Yours Sincerely, 

 
 

 

Shrikant Shenwai      Chris Bruce 

WBA – CEO       WBA – co-Chair / BT Wi-Fi 
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