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1 Reason for Contribution

REL has requested BAC to look at a number of enablers considered to be in the “dead zone”. This does not mean the enablers have no value etc., simply that they are not progressing through the IOP validation via test cases, test based validation in test fests etc. One of these enablers is UAProf V1.1
This input contribution provides an initial base for discussion within BAC on how to progress the UAProf V1.1. It outlines some possibilities and makes a recommendation

2 Summary of Contribution

See above
3 Detailed Proposal

UAprof V1.1 – background.

UAprof was specified in the WAP Forum as a way of advertising a device’s capabilities (hardware, software, etc.) to a server for proper formatting of content. Put simply, it allows the device to send an x-wap-profile header which points to a URL containing the profile document for that device. 
The UAProf 1.1 spec provides the details on the transmission of the information over W-HTTP and WSP.

The complete UAProf 1.1 enabler package contains the following :

	OMA User Agent Profile V1.1 -  Status: Candidate Enabler - Release date: 2002-11-01

	Enabler Package
	OMA-UAProf-V1_1-20021212-C.zip  [1.1 MB]

	ERELD
	Enabler Release Definition for User Agent Profile
	ERELD OMA-ERELD-UAProf-V1_1-20021104-C.pdf

	Specification
	User Agent Profile 
	OMA-WAP-UAProf-V1_1-20021212-C.pdf

	Schema File
	
	ccppschema-20021212


Reasons for being stuck in “Candidate” state

OMA test fest participation is a necessary step in getting an enabler to move beyond candidate phase to approved phase.

However, for a technology like UAProf where the requirements on the device are minimal, there has historically been very little interest in travelling half way around the world to a test fest to perform 5 minutes worth of UAProf tests, knowing that the results will be “Pass” since the technology has been in use in the marketplace for quite some time.

Hence UAprof 1.1 has remained in Candidate phase.
Comparison to UAprof 2.0
The follow-on version of UAprof is UAprof 2.0, which differs from UAprof 2.1 in the following main ways :
· The core vocabulary was separated out from the spec so that updates to the core vocabulary would not require updates to the spec.
· Profile semantics updated to comply with latest RDF specs (RDF 2.0)

UAProf 2.0 is now an Approved OMA enabler. It too was in candidate phase for quite some time for the reasons mentioned in the previous section. However, the IOP group decided to test a concept called “implicit testing” to remedy the situation.
In short implicit testing means that people coming to the test fest for testing other enablers (DRM2, PoC/Presence/XDM,  etc.) would implicitly also be testing UAprof 1.1rather than having to register for UAprof 1.1 explicitly.

This approach worked for UAprof 2.0, which is now in approved phase.
Way forward for UAprof 1.1
In the spirit of moving UAProf 1.1 out of the dead zone, there are two options :

1. Employ the implicit testing concept that was used for UAprof 2.0 during the next Test Fest (#17, December 1-8 2006, Montreal, Canada) to get this enabler tested.

2. Deprecate (obsolete) this specification in favor of UAprof 2.0
Proposal

 Group discussion needed on which approach is best.
4 Intellectual Property Rights

Members and their Affiliates (collectively, "Members") agree to use their reasonable endeavours to inform timely the Open Mobile Alliance of Essential IPR as they become aware that the Essential IPR is related to the prepared or published Specification.  This obligation does not imply an obligation on Members to conduct IPR searches.  This duty is contained in the Open Mobile Alliance application form to which each Member's attention is drawn.  Members shall submit to the General Manager of Operations of OMA the IPR Statement and the IPR Licensing Declaration.  These forms are available from OMA or online at the OMA website at www.openmobilealliance.org.

5 Recommendation

BAC-MAE/BAC-UAprof is asked to review the options above (and any other suggestions) and choose a way forward for UAprof 1.1.
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