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Device Capabilities Group Charter

1. Description and Goals

The Device Capabilities (DCAP) Sub-working Group (SWG) is responsible for technologies used in querying the capabilities and characteristics of a device.

This information may include hardware, software, and network characteristics of the device. It is expected that this information will be used by content servers, gateways or proxies to allow customization content for the user. 
The DCAP SWG is currently responsible for the following technologies:
Device Profiles Evolution (DPE)

User Agent Profile (UAProf)

The goal of the DCAP SWG is to define a mechanism for the communication of dynamic device capabilities via the DPE Specification, and to maintain the UAProf specifications, which deal with the communication and/or processing of static device capability information.
Lastly, the DCAP group aims to aid in ensuring the validity and accuracy of device capability information by providing a centralized validation and publication service for device capability information.

2. Scope

The scope of the DCAP SWG’s work includes:
· Specifying the DPE Technology

· Specifying and maintaining a collection of dynamic property attributes.

· Specifying a mechanism to extend the collection of dynamic property attributes.

· Initiating and responding to liaisons with relevant external standards organizations (i.e. the W3C’s Device Description Working Group and the Device Independence Working Group, 3GPP’s PSS group) working on device capabilities technologies.

· Cooperation with other communities (e.g. MMS, DRM) who are defining Device Capability attributes.

· Maintaining UAProf’s abstract Core Vocabulary for describing device capabilities and the associated DTDs/ schema.
· Maintaining an online profile validation service for implementers of UAProf who wish to ensure their profiles are valid per the UAProf spec and a repository of validated profiles based on UAProf and extensions to UAProf.

· Resolving issues in the current specifications (e.g. Problem Reports) 

3. Criteria for Success

 The success of the DCAP SWG is measured by:
· Timely fulfilment of the goals specified in the DPE Work Item Document (WID)

· Ongoing maintenance of the UAProf specifications.
4. Duration

DCAP is expected to exist while there are Device Capability issues, new device capability advertisement mechanisms, or UAProf spec issues within the scope of its charter. The SWG may be dissolved at any time by the Technical Plenary or BT.

5. Resource Requirements

DCAP SWG requires the following resources from the OMA and members:

· OMA staff assistance in arranging meetings

· The provision of OMA email and web site portal for DCAP SWG member contributions and general work management. 

· The required server storage and tools to maintain the online validation tool and collection of device capabilities.

· BT support to manage the group’s charter review and approval, chair appointments, new specification review and approval and any other approvals required by the OMA processes.
· Support from the Release Planning (REL) WG in the publication of specifications.

· OMA liaisoning services 

6. LIAISON/COLLABORATION with External Organisation

DCAP will cooperate with a number of external organizations, examples of which are:
· World Wide Web Consortium [W3C] – mainly the Device Independence Working Group [DIWG]

· Java Community Process (JCP), specifically the JSR 188 (CC/PP Processing) group.

· European Telecommunications Standards Institute (ETSI)

· Other groups as required or requested.
Cooperation with external organizations will be through established OMA Liaison processes.

7. Coordination with Other OMA Activities

DCAP SWG will coordinate the work with: 

· BT and its SWGs.

· The Architecture Group (Arch) as necessary.

· The Ops and Procs (OP) as needed.

· BT and the OMA Technical Plenary on the approval of work items arising within the group, charters, and resource requirement issues

· The Release Planning (REL) and Requirements (REQ) groups as needed.

· BT and the OMA IOP group on interoperability related issues.

· Other OMA WGs such as Device Management (DM).

8. Meetings and Communication

DCAP SWG expects the following meetings to be held

· Meetings are usually held during the OMA plenary week. The facilities and arrangements for these meetings will be made in conjunction with OMA staff.

· Regular telephone conferences  

· For daily communication, the SWG will use an email list provided and supported by the OMA
· The SWG will maintain a home page reachable from http://member.openmobilealliance.org
9. Membership

DCAP is open to all Sponsor, Full and Associate members. 
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