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1 Reason for Contribution

The working draft “Multimodal Architecture and Interfaces” was published by W3C MMI WG on April 22, 2005 [http://www.w3.org/TR/2005/WD-mmi-arch-20050422/].  
2 Summary of Contribution

This contribution proposes comments to the W3C working draft and recommendations for a way forward. 
3 Detailed Proposal
3.1 High level fundamental comments
· The proposed model is fairly abstract and as such not that useful.

· The proposed model is consistent / similar to OMA MMMD model as it assumes the same fundamental flow.

· The terminology is such that the OMA multimodal synchronization and interaction manager can be seen as functionally equivalent to the W3C notions of interaction manager, data model, DPF and RTF. 

· OMA MSP (and Multimodal and Multi-device Configuration Protocol) is functionally equivalent to the modality component APIs.

3.2 Analysis
3.2.1 Decomposition of run time architecture

The decomposition of the run time architecture diagram proposed by the W3C MMI wit the multimodal synchronization and interaction manager split into IM/DM/DPF and RTF is no useful and motivated in the W3C working draft. 

Actually, even in the W3C working draft, none of the exchanges others than the MSP are characterized; a good sign that the decomposition is of little value. It is actually hurting and unnecessarily complicating the model. 
Also, the relationship RTF / component execution is not clarified by this model.
3.2.2 Terminology

Because of the decomposition; the terminology originally introduced in the field for interaction manager is bastardized by the W3C WD. It seems to overlap but with a restricted meaning with the terminology used by OMA for the multimodal and multi-device enabler.

The OMA terminology is closer to the original meaning and as stated before the decomposition proposed by W3C has little or at least no demonstrated value.

3.2.3 Division of work

It is critical that architecture, protocol and infrastructure work driven as part of the OMA multimodal and multi-device enabler specification be not reproduced by the W3C MMI activity.

3.3 Recommendations

3.3.1 Terminology

The OMA terminology of interaction and multimodal synchronization manager is an accurate description of the role of the component. We therefore recommend that the OMA multimodal and multi-device enabler specifications keep this term. 

We also recommend that OMA communicate to the W3C MMI WG the definition of interaction and multimodal synchronization manager and recommends alignment of the W3C MMI WG.

3.3.2 Architecture
We recommend that OMA communicate the concerns and comment with the decomposition of the interaction and multimodal synchronization manager. Ideally the decomposition would not be pursued. At the minimum, the terminology should be updated so that the OMA multimodal synchronization and interaction manager designates the W3C notions of interaction manager, data model, DPF and RTF and the W3C notion of interaction manager is re-named / qualified.

3.3.3 Specification

As the two architecture are clearly compatible and considering the mandates of the respective groups, we should clarify to the W3C MMI our intention to specify this architecture in greater details with its components and in particular start with a detailed specification of the Multimodal Synchronization Protocol and Multimodal and Multi-device Configuration Protocol. 

We should encourage the W3C not to endeavour in similar specification but to refer to the OMA specification and ensure that its specifications are developed within such a context. We would encourage frequent feedback and discussions with the W3C on this to ensure that OMA specification satisfy the need of the W3C.

OMA is currently not planning to specify an authoring language. We wish we could have frequent discussions with W3C to be able to ensure that the authoring model that they develop can satisfy the need for authoring of multimodal and multi-device services as envisaged to be supported by the OMA multimodal and multi-device enabler.
4 Intellectual Property Rights

Members and their Affiliates (collectively, "Members") agree to use their reasonable endeavours to inform timely the Open Mobile Alliance of Essential IPR as they become aware that the Essential IPR is related to the prepared or published Specification.  This obligation does not imply an obligation on Members to conduct IPR searches.  This duty is contained in the Open Mobile Alliance application form to which each Member's attention is drawn.  Members shall submit to the General Manager of Operations of OMA the IPR Statement and the IPR Licensing Declaration.  These forms are available from OMA or online at the OMA website at www.openmobilealliance.org.

5 Recommendation

We recommend that BAC-MAE agrees to this analysis and to the recommendations presented in section 3.3. We recommend that actions items be distributed to act on these recommendations and communicate/collaborate with the W3C MMI working group accordingly
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