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1 Reason for Contribution

This contribution is in response to OMA-MAE-2006-0250-TS-DCD_Syntax_Contribution.
2 Summary of Contribution

The leadership OMA BAC-MAE rejects the approach of inventing Yet Another XML  (YAX) document language without fully understanding the technical needs of DCD, or the landscape of available alternatives.
3 Detailed Proposal

The creation of Yet Another XML (YAX) before fully understanding the technical needs of DCD will drive architecture and subsequent design decisions and close off thinking before the architecture and technical requirements have had a chance to be explored. The input in question presupposes a large number of outcomes and inadvertently trivializes many of the most important issues that will need to be dealt with.
While some may laud the energy and inventiveness of this input as moving the DCD process forward, this approach is actually more akin to attempting to hang drapes in a house in which the foundation and walls have yet to be built.  The creation of an XML syntax, if indeed a new one is needed at all, should be one of the last things that is done, after a full understanding of both detailed technical requirements is achieved, and after the existing technical alternatives in the marketplace have been reviewed. Doing this, simply because it is an easy thing to do, is a bad idea.
1. We would suggest that you start by reviewing existing syndication languages as they apply to DCD
a. ATOM 1.0
b. RSS

2. We would suggest that you review data binding  XML as a way to generalize the problems associated with dynamic content manipulation

a. XBL

3. We would suggest that you review the choreography and security requirements associated with DCD and how existing web services concepts (including the work done by OMA MWS) solve these issues

a. SOAP

b. WS-* 

c. OMA OWSER – Network Identity

d. Liberty Identity

4. Finally, if you still come to the conclusion that you need to create YAX, then we suggest that you use a reasonable mechanism to capture your syntactic needs, rather then a DTD

a. RelaxNG

b. XMLSchema

In conclusion, we strongly suggest that you reject this approach of creating empty syntactic tokens and attending document type, as it will consciously and unconsciously drive you in particular design directions long before you have a map to where you are going.


4 Intellectual Property Rights

Members and their Affiliates (collectively, "Members") agree to use their reasonable endeavours to inform timely the Open Mobile Alliance of Essential IPR as they become aware that the Essential IPR is related to the prepared or published Specification.  This obligation does not imply an obligation on Members to conduct IPR searches.  This duty is contained in the Open Mobile Alliance application form to which each Member's attention is drawn.  Members shall submit to the General Manager of Operations of OMA the IPR Statement and the IPR Licensing Declaration.  These forms are available from OMA or online at the OMA website at www.openmobilealliance.org.

5 Recommendation

We recommend that this input (OMA-MAE-2006-0250-TS-DCD_Syntax_Contribution) be rejected, and that pursuing syntax canonization for DCD be handled as one of the last activities in your schedule, rather then one of the first.
Furthermore we recommend that the listed XMLs and others be reviewed for relevance to the problem, and that a report be generated showing the findings.
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