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1 Reason for Contribution

An activity to converge the mobile profile specifications for CSS from OMA and W3C has begun. This contribution explores the issues around the CSS ‘marquee’ property and W3C concerns
2 Summary of Contribution

W3C is interested in taking in the OMA WCSS ‘marquee’ property. It is clear that the syntax must change from  “-wap-marquee”. It appears that the semantics may also need to be discussed so that the property will fit the general W3C model.
3 Detailed Proposal

Included is an email that was sent by Bert Bos, chair of the W3C CSS WG. In it he has a number of questions and issues that need to be discussed and resolved.
------------------------------Included Email --------------------------------------------------------------

From: Bert Bos [bert@w3.org]

Sent: Wed 12/6/2006 10:26AM

To: Marks Bennett (Nokia-SIR/Boston)

Cc: w3c-html-cg@w3.org
Subject: CSS/OMA-BAC-MAE liaison: requirements for the marquee effect

Hello Bennett,

The CSS WG discussed the marquee effect, but has some problems with the way it is defined in WCSS. WCSS adds a keyword 'marquee' to the 'display' property, but that leads to some limitations that can be avoided by using a different property than 'display'.

1) 'display: marquee' creates a block-level box that show the marquee effect. That excludes that other kinds of boxes show the same effect. 

You might, for example, want a table cell ('display: table-cell') or inline block ('display: inline-block') that also scroll its contents.

2) When a box shows the marquee effect, it can't have scrollbars or similar mechanisms for overflow. In other words, there is a dependency between the 'marquee' keyword and the 'overflow' property. That suggests that the keyword should be a value of 'overflow' rather than of 'display'.

3) CSS currently already permits browsers to use the marquee effect instead of scrollbars or other mechanisms. It just doesn't give the author a means to select the mechanism. So maybe the author doesn't need a 'marquee' keyword at all. He just sets 'overflow: auto' or

'overflow: scroll' and the browser decides, based on the kind of device, whether to use marquee, scrollbars, or something else.

4) If the browser uses a marquee effect, the author might want to give some hints about the appearance: speed, initial direction, number of repetitions, whether the movement is back and forth or in one direction only, if the contents moves no further than until the last character is visible or until all content is outside the box. We could create properties for this, but we're not sure if that much control is necessary.

So the CSS WG would like to get a list of requirements and some typical use cases, to better decide what the correct model for marquee is. 

Would it be possible to send us that?

Bert

-- 

  Bert Bos                                ( W 3 C ) http://www.w3.org/
  http://www.w3.org/people/bos                               W3C/ERCIM

  bert@w3.org                             2004 Rt des Lucioles / BP 93

  +33 (0)4 92 38 76 92            06902 Sophia Antipolis Cedex, France

------------------------------End of Included Email --------------------------------------------------------------

4 Intellectual Property Rights

Members and their Affiliates (collectively, "Members") agree to use their reasonable endeavours to inform timely the Open Mobile Alliance of Essential IPR as they become aware that the Essential IPR is related to the prepared or published Specification.  This obligation does not imply an obligation on Members to conduct IPR searches.  This duty is contained in the Open Mobile Alliance application form to which each Member's attention is drawn.  Members shall submit to the General Manager of Operations of OMA the IPR Statement and the IPR Licensing Declaration.  These forms are available from OMA or online at the OMA website at www.openmobilealliance.org.

5 Recommendation

It is proposed that Bert’s email be treated as if it were a formal liaison request, and that the BAC-MAE committee respond to his request with a liaison response.
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