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1 Reason for Contribution

This input proposes a way forward for the grouping, handling and scheduling of the set of proposed features and additions to the Browsing Enabler.
2 Summary of Contribution

This input reviews the relevant previous inputs, analyzes some of the risks and benefits, and proposes to have one more phase to the existing Browsing Enabler Work Item (WID-022), to be called Browsing Enabler 2.4. BE2.4 will include only work that refines existing specifications, or converges existing specifications with W3C work already in process. 
Subsequent grouping of work will be placed into new Work Items and will be handled according to standard OMA process.

3 Detailed Proposal

The following relevant inputs have been received and reviewed by BAC-MAE:
1. WAESpec Reorganization
a. http://www.openmobilealliance.org/ftp/Public_documents/BAC/MAE/2006/OMA-MAE-2006-0419-INP_WAESpec_draft_of_new_format.zip
b. http://www.openmobilealliance.org/ftp/Public_documents/BAC/MAE/2006/OMA-MAE-2006-0306R01-INP_Terminology_for_WAESpec_Reorg.zip
c. http://www.openmobilealliance.org/ftp/Public_documents/BAC/MAE/2006/OMA-MAE-2006-0170-INP_ThoughtsOnStructureInWAESpec.zip
d. http://www.openmobilealliance.org/ftp/Public_documents/BAC/MAE/2006/OMA-MAE-2006-0199-Document-Organization.zip
2. Candidate Features

a. http://www.openmobilealliance.org/ftp/Public_documents/BAC/MAE/2006/OMA-MAE-2006-0376R02-INP_Browsing24_Candidate_Feature_List.zip
b. http://www.openmobilealliance.org/ftp/Public_documents/BAC/MAE/2006/OMA-MAE-2006-0404-INP_Plug_in_portability_for_multiple_devices.zip
c. http://www.openmobilealliance.org/ftp/Public_documents/BAC/MAE/2006/OMA-MAE-2006-0412-INP_Considerations_for_Browser_Enhancements.zip
3. Convergence of XHTML and CSS

a. http://www.openmobilealliance.org/ftp/Public_documents/BAC/MAE/2006/OMA-MAE-2006-0411-INP_OMA_W3C_Spec_Convergence_Status.zip
b. http://www.openmobilealliance.org/ftp/Public_documents/BAC/MAE/2006/OMA-MAE-2006-0329-INP_Comparison_of_WCSS_and_CSS_MP.zip
c. http://www.openmobilealliance.org/ftp/Public_documents/BAC/MAE/2006/OMA-MAE-2006-0276R02-LS-to-W3C-HTMLWG-CommentsOnXHTMLBasic11.zip
Discussions were held at the Washington D.C. F-2-F meeting where it was agreed that there are competing concerns when creating a roadmap for the release of browsing functions. On one hand, too many releases over a relatively short period of time will confuse the marketplace, and make IOP and conformance difficult. On the other hand, trying to put too much functionality into a release will hold critical features hostage to whatever turns out to be the “long pole” of the release. For this reason, there was general agreement that we would like the next release to be functionally complete by the end of the 2nd quarter of 2007, for release to candidate during the 3rd or 4th quarter.
There are functional dependencies upon the Browsing Enabler (BE) from the Rich Media Enabler (RME). The RME is projected for candidate status at the end of 2007. Thus any work that needs to be done to the BE to handle these dependencies must be included in the next release.

There was general agreement that the most important work to be included was the so-called “convergence” work. This is the on-going activity to converge the XHTML and CSS profiles between OMA and W3C. Both of these activities are projected to complete before the 3rd quarter.

Beyond this, there is general agreement that the WAESpec (which is the binding specification for all of the browsing enabler) has now reached a point where significant structural re-organization is required to the document. The document has its genesis in the WAPForum, and has grown “organically” for almost 6 years. In the intervening years, a clearer understanding of the architectural relationships of the various parts of the browsing enabler has been reached. To make using the WAESpec the document should be made to reflect that organization. This work is solely editorial in nature and is not dependant upon other activities.
A number of feature and function proposals have been made (see 2a above) for the inclusion of AJAX features, Browser Plugin API, WICD/CDF support, and other technologies. Each of these proposals has its merits and issues, and deserves to be discussed and championed by interested parties. The big issue that I see is that each of these areas is open-ended enough that having a reasonable expectation of completion mid-year is impossible.

Proposal:
1. WID-022 Final Phase be the “Convergence” Release and be called 2.4. It would include:

a. Converged XHTML-MP and XHTML-Basic work

a. New Draft of XHTML-MP (2.0) – which will remove the DTD and point to the W3C. Add conformance for mobile devices will remain in the OMA specification.

b. Converged WCSS and CSS_MP work

a. New Draft of WCSS – which will reference CSS-MP 2.0 and add any missing conformance

b. Possible RME support additions regarding white space, character spacing and CSS/SVG interactions.

c. W3C ECMAScript convergence (XMLHttpRequest()) (if the schedule is OK on the W3C side) and RME support
a. Additions of RME DOM API required for uDOM support

b. Addition of W3C ECMAScript APIs where appropriate
d. WAESpec Restructuring

a. Organizational rewrite of specification – Yam editor

e. RME Pre-requisites (dependencies) work
2. A decision needs to be made about the packaging of URI schemes. Is it in its own enabler package, or is it part of the Browsing Enabler? If the decision is to include it in the BE, then it should be part of 2.4

3. Upon the review of the SWG, or if a champion arises, a new WID may be generated for Web Applications, AJAX, and CDF/WICD work. This should be a comprehensive look at how the mobile space should address this area. There are competing technologies and approaches in the marketplace, and these need to be understood, and evaluated against our mobile charter.

4. Upon the review of the SWG, or if a champion arises, a new WID may be generated to address the needs of Browser Technology Extensions. This would include evaluation of solutions such as Browser Plugin APIs, XML Binding Language, extension mechanisms etc. While the benefit of doing this type of work is obvious, the mobile device area has difficult technical requirements, due to the diversity of hardware, and operating environments.
5. If desired, a new WID for Base Browsing Enhancements (replacing WID-022) could be generated. This work would centre around the further enhancements of the base BE functional elements (XHTML, CSS, ECMAScript). It could include looking at the issues of content adaptation, (e.g. Media Queries), ECMAScript binary format, CSS enhancements, XHTML2 issues etc. It could also address the issues of WML and other legacy. 
6. WID-022 moves to IOP and when 2.4 it is through IOP (approved) to the closed state. 

Schedule:

1. The 2.4 release should be functionally complete by summer, with promotion to candidate during the 3rd quarter.

2. The creation and agreement on any new WID should occur during the second half of the year. Proposals may be accepted earlier. But it is important to concentrate on completing 2.4, RME and other existing work first.

3. WID-022 goes to IOP (4Q07).

4. WID-022 is closed after 2.4 approval  (4Q08)

Rollup:


The following documents will be affected in the 2.4 release as proposed:

1. XHTML-MP

2. WCSS

3. ES-MP  (Marks to edit)

4. WAESpec  (Yam to edit)

5. ETR

6. ETS

7. ERP

4 Intellectual Property Rights

Members and their Affiliates (collectively, "Members") agree to use their reasonable endeavours to inform timely the Open Mobile Alliance of Essential IPR as they become aware that the Essential IPR is related to the prepared or published Specification.  This obligation does not imply an obligation on Members to conduct IPR searches.  This duty is contained in the Open Mobile Alliance application form to which each Member's attention is drawn.  Members shall submit to the General Manager of Operations of OMA the IPR Statement and the IPR Licensing Declaration.  These forms are available from OMA or online at the OMA website at www.openmobilealliance.org.

5 Recommendation

The group is to review this proposal and either accept it or modify it as the basis for the next Browsing Enabler release.
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