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1 Overview

OMA and W3C are actively engaging in the process of converging their respective mobile profiles for Cascading Style Sheets (CSS) into a single unified specification that the marketplace can use. This liaison attempts to describe the OMA BAC-MAE understanding of where the process is, and what is motivating the current issues to be resolved.
2 Proposal

OMA BAC-MAE believes that the marketplace needs a clear signal from relevant specification and standards bodies showing that mobile browsing technology has stabilized, and that there is concurrence regarding the definition of what represents a reasonable base profile. Furthermore we agree with W3C that we should base any CSS profile work on the latest W3C recommendation (CSS 2.1). To that end OMA and W3C together are driving the convergence of mobile profiles of both XHTML and CSS. This work is viewed by OMA as a consolidation step clarifying existing published profiles. We do not believe that this convergence activity is the place to introduce new functionality. Rather, the converged specification should be intended to bring together the hundreds of millions of devices already conformant to either the OMA or W3C version of the profile, and help assure the content community that there is a large base of conformant devices.
Given the above stated motivations, the following detailed issues need to be discussed and resolved:
1. Chinese, Japanese, Korean font and presentation issues – WCSS 1.0 had identified areas where it was believed that the conformance to CSS could be different for Chinese, Japanese or Korean (CJK) font systems. OMA suggests that W3C and OMA nominate experts in this area, review the current situation, and if appropriate add required conformance statements to resolve any identified CJK issues. The OMA contact for this work will be Yamakami-san ( yam@access.co.jp ).
2. Additions to CSS-MP to support Compound Document Framework – As stated above, we believe that the converged specification is a vehicle for the consolidation of specifications rather than the place to introduce new requirements for the mobile market. However, we understand and support the need for “raising the bar” in the mobile space. In order to clearly delineate the separation of these two important market messages (consolidation and market making) we suggest that there needs to be a clear separation in the specifications when dealing with the following properties and selector:
a. Visual Formatting  - position, top, right, bottom, left
b. @namespace -  not part of CSS 2.1
c. Content size – min-width, max-width, min-height, max-height, z-index
d. Outlining – outline, outline-width, outline-style, outline-color
We would propose that the above reside in either a separately named specification or in a section of the CSS-MP specification that clearly ties conformance for support of these properties to the support of the CDF work that requires them. 
There has been a proposal to create multiple versions of the CSS-MP specification. We are opposed to that approach, both because it will weaken the convergence message, and because OMA believes that we continue to have a significant stake in the future of any converged CSS or XHTML mobile specification.
3. Marquee – OMA specified support for marquee functionality, as it has been shown useful on small screen devices. While the WCSS 1.1 specification uses the CSS extension syntax for this functionality, we believe that W3C should own the definition of both the syntax and semantics of this feature. Hence OMA will no longer specify marquee functionality, and cedes the definition of both to W3C.
4. Other WAP extensions – In addition to ‘marquee’, OMA WCSS 1.1 specified 3 other ‘-wap’ extensions, (-wap-accesskey, -wap-input-format, -wap-input-required). As part of the convergence effort, we will no longer specify these extensions. We may, at our discretion use the more gentle process of “deprecation”  in our specification, to ease conformance of existing devices.
5. Agreement on the set of included Selectors – OMA and W3C need to understand the use case(s) for ‘child selectors’ and to assess the processing burden, and decide whether ‘child selectors’ need to be included in the CSS-MP profile, or not. OMA believes that the ‘grouping’ shorthand should be included, and that perhaps this was simply an oversight.
6. Clarifications of issues around absolute sizes for mobile – There are active discussions currently taking place regarding the specification of absolute lengths, and interactions on small screens. OMA wishes W3C to conclude any work here quickly, so that any required resolutions can be reflected in the converged specification.
7. Text decoration consistency – As noted in a previous liaison, OMA has identified inconsistencies in the handling of text decoration between SVG, SVG-T, CSS-MP and WCSS. We would like to see this issue resolved, so that if there is any change required to the converged CSS mobile specification, it can be included.
8. Text alignment details – We need to understand the compute burden of ‘justify’ and decide upon its inclusion or exclusion from the profile.
9. Visual effects and visual formatting details – OMA and W3C need to rectify differences in ‘display’ and ‘visibility’, understanding the issues presented by small devices.
3 Requested Action(s)

OMA BAC-MAE would like W3C CSS-WG to understand our assumptions and motivations for this work, and given a shared vision, work to resolve the outstanding issues leading to a converged definition for a CSS Mobile Profile Specification.

OMA has published a proposed schedule for the release of the OMA Browsing Enabler 2.4. This enabler release is intended to be the “Convergence Release”, and the schedule calls for June 2007 completion of all specification work. Because of that schedule, OMA asks W3C to work to complete an agreed draft of CSS-MP 2.0 by April.
4 Conclusion

OMA thanks W3C for their actions in converging both XHTML and CSS mobile profiles, and looks forward to a swift conclusion of this effort.
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