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Mobile Application Environment Group Charter

1. Description and Goals

The Mobile Application Environment [MAE] group is a sub-working group [SWG] of the Browser Technology [BT] Working Group. As such it inherits much of its charter from BT. 

The goal of MAE is to specify core application enabling features, including the specification and integration of the necessary technologies, to meet the requirements for the enablement of interactive rich media services in the mobile domain; with particular emphasis on XML application user agents (browser user agents) and other rich media user agents, based on HTTP and other delivery contexts. These features include the user agent characteristics and behaviour, markup and script languages, content formats and semantics, programming interfaces, content delivery (packaging and transport), the browser application execution environment, and extensions and extension mechanisms to the browser, etc., thereby enabling the creation of data services on wireless hand held devices, including telephones, pagers and PDAs. MAE will be responsible for specifying the necessary underlying processing models, including local and remote interaction models, that enable the browser related user agents and harmonizing those processing models with other OMA requirements.

MAE's focus is on the creation of network-centric application models with strong architectural ties to, and leveraging the technology of, the World Wide Web. This approach enables significant synergy between the fixed and mobile World Wide Web, including technology, content and tools. However, architectures and technologies other than those of the World Wide Web may be used, where appropriate, to fulfil the identified requirements.

MAE is specifically chartered with the development of the content formats and semantics of the OMA browser user agent, interfaces to other in-device applications, application-level services and facilities, application execution environments and application-level programming interfaces.

2. Scope

The scope of MAE’s work is the specification of application enabling features for the Open Mobile Architecture relating to the browser and its associated technologies. This involves:

· Generation of new work areas:

· MAE will be one source of new ideas for extending the application environment. MAE will work with BT and the requirements group (REQ) and members to help define new ideas prior to seeking approval to begin codification.
· Creation of new specifications:

· MAE will define detailed architecture, definition of features and function, specification of interoperability criteria, ensuring smooth transitions and backwards compatibility with technology transition between major releases. In doing so MAE will work with the architecture group (ARCH) and Interoperability group (IOP) as appropriate.
· Domain expertise consultancy: 

· MAE will support other OMA groups by providing domain expertise consultancy, e.g. on content languages for various OMA enablers.
· Maintenance of specifications:

· MAE will support the general updating and addition of new features for its assumed work based on inputs related to new/refined requirements, identified interoperability issues, problem reports (PRs)  from members and non-members, etc. MAE will also manage the end-of-life of the assigned work.
The scope of MAE’s work includes :

· User agent semantics - semantics and processes related to the browser and related user agents as a whole, which are necessary to provide a coherent programming model. Example: URI schemes, 

· Domain-specific data exchange formats - recommend and/or create domain-specific data exchange formats such as calendar and phonebook information,

· Content formats and technologies targeted at the mobile devices targeted by OMA with particular emphasis on those relating to the browser and rich media user agents, including markup languages, e.g. WML & XHTMLMP, scene description languages e.g. SVG, scripting languages, e.g. WMLScript and ESMP, and other content formats, history, caching and interaction of both with the application and user agents.

· The interaction models, including local and remote interactions.

· Packaging and delivery for the data exchange interactions, e.g. requests and responses, including MIME, HTTP, etc.

· The browser user agent targeted at the mobile devices including its processing model, behaviour, content formats  history, caching and interaction ,models of both application and user agents.

· Enabling authors to specify presentation of content on OMA devices,

· An application execution model permitting the browser, PUSH, and other user agents yet to be specified to concurrently execute without recourse to specifying any OS behaviour,

· Other areas where MAE, BT or the Technical Plenary determines work is necessary,

· Any associated interoperability conformance criteria for the above.  

· 
· 
· Persistence – providing the means to store, access and manage local information on a devices persistent storage.

It is expected that :

· New work areas will be initiated as required and the OMA processes shall be followed for approval. 

· Work areas may be ceased as determined by BT or the Technical Plenary, with or without a MAE or BT recommendation.

· Work areas may be transferred from MAE to other subgroups within BT or to other specific OMA working groups or even outside OMA as required.

MAE will use the procedures and processes of the OMA to achieve its goals through the generation of new work items, and the creation and maintenance of its specifications, i.e.: 

· Any new activities being initiated in MAE will seek appropriate approval. 

· MAE, as a SWG of BT, will 

· manage the promotion of specifications through the OMA’s document lifecycle process in accordance with the processes of the OMA.  

· manage the specifications through their life by providing specification maintenance, support of the Interoperability process and problem reports.  

· manage the end-of-life of specifications, any replacement specifications and the appropriate transitioning.

· Where the OMA processes allow BT to delegate to MAE such responsibilities this shall be delegated.

While not specifically chartered as a standing committee of BT, MAE is expected to exist throughout the lifetime of BT, the envisaged cessation of MAE SWG being at some point in time where control is passed back to BT as a whole.

3. Criteria for Success

The success of the MAE SWG is measured by:
· The ability of the completed work items to meet the goals of OMA and evolve with new user and business requirements.
· The timeliness in initiating and delivery of appropriate new and updated work items within the group’s scope.
· The consistency, completeness, conformance and interoperability (as defined by the IOP group) of the work items for which MAE is responsible. 
· The maintenance of the specifications for which MAE is responsible (timeliness in identifying and solving problems, conflicts, and challenges)
· The timeliness in integrating existing application technologies from organizations consolidating with OMA, thereby ensuring an effective and speedy migration path.
4. Duration

MAE is expected to exist while there are new features or functions to be specified with the scope of its charter  and while the maintenance of its specifications is required. MAE may be ceased at any time by the Technical Plenary or BT.
5. Resource Requirements

MAE requires the following resources from the OMA and members:

· OMA staff assistance in arranging meetings,

· The provision of OMA email and web site portal for MAE for member contribution and access to the work of MAE (document submission and retrieval, general group information retrieval etc.) 

· 
· BT support to manage the groups charter review and approval, chair appointments, new specification review and approval and any other approvals required by the OMA processes,

· OMA liaison services 

· Members to permit representatives to donate their time and expertise to future the work of MAE’s activities. 

· No guarantee of commitment level is required, e.g. percentage of working time. However, members are encouraged to permit their representatives to donate as much time as possible to bring new functions to market as quickly as possible and with the best quality possible.

6. LIAISON/COLLABORATION with External Organisation

MAE has overlaps and desires to cooperate with a number of external organizations, a non-exhaustive listing being:

· WorldWide Web Consortium [W3C] – for its Internet content specifications and architectures

· Internet Engineering Task Force [IETF] – for its Internet technologies where appropriate to OMA

· ECMA TC39 – for its ECMAScript languages 

· 3GPP and 3GPP2

· ISO/IEC (notably ISO/IEC JTC1/SC29/WG11 for the MPEG 4 part 20 work)

· Other groups as required

Cooperation with external organizations will utilize any liaisoning vehicles open to OMA working groups, e.g. cooperation agreements, Non-Disclosure agreements (one- or two-way) and Collaboration Zones and any open access to the work in progress.

MAE will act as a domain expert to liaison with external organisations on behalf of OMA and utilising the appropriate processes for such liaisons.

7. Coordination with Other OMA Activities

MAE will coordinate the work between: 

· BT and its SWGs,

· BT and its SWGs and the OMA Requirements Group for requirements related issues affecting both domains,

· BT, its SWGs, the Architecture Group [Arch] and other OMA groups on architectural issues affecting application architectures or the Open Mobile Architecture as a whole

· BT and its SWGs and the OMA Security Group for security related issues affecting both domains,

· BT and its SWGs and other OMA groups as necessary

· BT, REL and the OMA Technical Plenary on the approval of work items arising within the group, charters, etc., release and process related issues,

· BT and the OMA IOP group on interoperability related issues.

8. Meetings and Communication

MAE expects the following meetings to be held

· Meetings of typically 3 or more days, in each OMA plenary meeting. The facilities and arrangements for these meetings will be made in conjunction with OMA staff.

· Additional meetings at other times to progress work of the MAE. This may require facilities and arrangements to be made through the OMA, especially if the meetings are collocated with other working groups or subgroups within OMA. MAE will attempt to solicit member companies to host these meetings where practical and affordable.

· A conference call bridge number is required for MAE for regular telephone based meetings to make progress on the work in hand. The chair will keep logs of conference call bridge use.

· Email exploders with archiving will be required. The preferred email naming is the established OMA format though flattened to allow organizational changes to occur without email exploders being redefined. 

A web portal for MAE is required. It is requested to be structured to reflect MAE being a SWG of BT.
9. Membership

MAE is open to all Sponsor, Full and Associate members.
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