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1 Reason for Contribution

Additional information to be added to Indirect codes section

2 Summary of Contribution

The contribution aims to identify the rationale behind separating the code image from the data content format.
3 Detailed Proposal

7.2.2.1 Decouple the Barcode Image and Content Specifications

In current systems, the decoder, the module that decodes 2D barcode image formats such as QR code, Datamatrix and EZcode is tightly coupled to the parser, the module that parses the content formatted for the barcode according to various specifications [such as iMode, CMCC, OMIA and China Telecom among others]. While this is not a major issue for direct 2D Barcodes, where the content is encoded directly in the code, it limits the extensibility of indirect 2D Barcodes, where the barcode just contains an indirect reference to content that resides on external servers. Further, this tight coupling constrains the ability to fully leverage: 

· The flexibility offered by a distributed server system.

· The potential underlying business models. 

This issue is addressed by total decoupling of the image (encoding/decoding) format from the content format: 

· On the server side: 

· The Code Registry / Management system used by the Content Provider to create and manage 2D barcodes is independent of the actual image format except for a single module.  That module is the one that is used by the Content Provider to print out the image for insertion into the appropriate media (posters, magazines, etc).

· The Code Resolution system used to resolve the handset request is entirely independent of the actual image format.

· On the handset: 

· Once the decoder module has decoded the scanned camera image to determine the encoded index value, the rest of the application is independent of the underlying image specification for all indirect codes.

4 Intellectual Property Rights

Members and their Affiliates (collectively, "Members") agree to use their reasonable endeavours to inform timely the Open Mobile Alliance of Essential IPR as they become aware that the Essential IPR is related to the prepared or published Specification.  This obligation does not imply an obligation on Members to conduct IPR searches.  This duty is contained in the Open Mobile Alliance application form to which each Member's attention is drawn.  Members shall submit to the General Manager of Operations of OMA the IPR Statement and the IPR Licensing Declaration.  These forms are available from OMA or online at the OMA website at www.openmobilealliance.org.

5 Recommendation

It is recommended that the proposed text hereto is incorporated in the White Paper draft.
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