Proposed Enabler for OMA External Outreach Program:
· Mobile Codes V1.0

· OMNA MC Network Component Registration Service

Targeted Industry Events in 2012 (other conferences covering a broad set of topics pertaining to eCommerce, advertising & efficient consumer response “ECR” enabled by mobile apps and barcode scanning may also be suitable):

· CTIA Wireless 2012 (07 – 08 May in New Orleans, Louisiana, USA). Diverse international audience ranging from executives to technical experts in the wireless mobility services, IT, apps and content value-chain, exceeding 10,000.
· CTIA Enterprise & Applications 2012 (08 – 11 October in San Diego, CA, USA). Diverse international audience from executives to technical experts in the wireless mobility services, IT, apps and content value-chain, exceeding 10,000.
· GS1 Connect Conference 2012 (04- 07 June in Las Vegas, NV, USA). Diverse international audience ranging from executives to technical experts in consumer packaged good (CPG) industry marketing & IT support, exceeding 1,500.
· GS1 Industry and Standards Event 2012 (08 – 12 October in Dublin, Ireland). Diverse international audience mostly technical experts in consumer packaged good industry IT enablement, exceeding 200.
Note: As the event programmes are mostly set at this time, it will be necessary to reach out to the respective organisers expeditiously and negotiate aggressively for adding the Mobile Codes evangelizing to their programmes.
Justification for OMA Mobile Codes presence in the above events:

Defined needs in the barcode enabled eCommerce ecosystem:
1. Continued proliferation of non-standard barcode scanning apps, fragmented use of symbologies, item identification keys and un-coordinated barcode resolution and interactions between actors supporting the user experience are retarding the growth potential of this nascent ecosystem.  Standardisation of the barcode scanner app (i.e. the MC Client) for both Direct and Indirect Codes and well-defined procedures between components of the code resolution server system (applicable for Indirect Codes) are essential to: 

a) Promoting interoperability amongst all entities for orderly value-adds and monetization; and b) Safeguarding the code scanning user experience in predictable and satisfactory ways.
2. GS1 is the de facto authority in the use of product barcodes* for efficient supply chain management and distribution of consumer goods.  Through its B2B2C Trusted Source of Data (TSD) project; it has embarked on enabling mobile consumers to leverage this technology and the legacy UPC/EAN coded products universe to access additional deep product information to enhance the consumer’s shopping experience and evolving digital & mobility lifestyle (Ref: GS1 initiatives in Extended Packaging, Mobile Commerce and Mobile Shopping).  Use of 2D barcode with a uniquely GS1 data format is being added to this scope of work to address new use cases for brands to convey product promotion and directly engage the consumer.  Such propagation of GS1 2D barcodes is increasingly influencing code scanner apps that are divergent from that specified by the OMA Mobile Codes Enabler.  If left alone, there is a distinct danger that un-coordinated 2D barcode data formats between GS1 and OMA will lead to market confusion, unpredictable scanner app and device behaviours, and poor user experience, thus impeding the growth of this nascent ecosystem.

Objectives of OMA Mobile Codes evangelising at the above targeted (and other suitable) industry events will be to inform the community of this newly completed enabler standard with the attendant OMNA Registration Service, highlight the value proposition of key enabled use cases & opportunities, and to solicit experts in the community to collaborate with OMA in solving the issues and empower the growth of this nascent ecosystem.
Contact:

Kennie Kwong, kennie.kwong@att.com
AT&T, Chair of CD-Mobile Codes SWG

_____________________________________________________________________________________

*Based on Global Trade Item Number (GTIN) addressing encoded in UPC/EAN barcodes.
