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1 Reason for Contribution

R01 includes editorial improvements only; original version content and messages were agreeable as discussed in the Saigon MC meeting.  Also, missing attachment is now included. 
OMA press release to communicate Mobile Codes Enabler deliverables to the community has been discussed for some time without resolution.  In addition, BoD is selecting several OMA enablers that will be actively promoted at appropriate external fora as part of the OMA industry outreach activity in 2012.
This contribution contains a proposed input for consideration by the TP Officers and/or OMA GM, which might be useful to a more timely closure of these issues. This document includes the following:
(i) Proposed draft text for the press release of the OMNA Registration Service for MC Network Component Addresses, including a timely reference to the MC V1.0 Enabler that was published some time ago.

(ii) Proposed venues for engagement with external bodies to promote awareness and adoption of MC V1.0 enabler by the community at large.
2 Summary of Contribution

See Section 3.
3 Detailed Proposal

Editor’s Note: Highlighted text in this section is intended for the proposed press release. Non-highlighted text, not to be included in the press release, is for context and benefits of the reader of this proposal only.
Preamble in the press release:

. . . Template approach for introducing an OMA press release as normal – such information is typically general in nature and not specifically unique to the Mobile Codes Enabler.

OMNA Registration Service for MC Network Component Addresses:
OMA is pleased to announce the launch of a new registration service under the Open Mobile Naming Authority (OMNA) to support implementation of OMA Mobile Codes (MC) Enabler V1.0.  Entities planning to implement the OMA-compliant network servers for resolution of Indirect Codes can apply for globally unique “Registry-IDs” and “CMP Routing Prefixes” at the OMNA public web site. 
Verbatim excerpt from the OMNA web page should be included as below: 

OMNA is the operational naming authority established by WAP (as WAP Interim Naming Authority - WINA) and inherited by OMA. The goal of OMNA is to foster interoperability and compatibility between implementations utilizing OMA technology through the registration and mediation of assigned names and numbers. OMNA is specifically concerned with names and numbers not already administered by other bodies (e.g., IANA).
The process and details for applying for such MC V1.0 network resource addressing can be found here:

http://www.openmobilealliance.org/tech/omna.aspx ... scroll down to OMA Mobile Codes (MC) therein.
Background of the Mobile Codes Enabler V1.0:
OMA has published a standard specification for encoding, decoding and resolution of mobile barcodes as a powerful tool for mobile advertising, promotion, call-to-action and mobile commerce in a globally interoperable way aiming to stimulate growth potential of the nascent mobile barcodes ecosystem.
An overview of the MC Enabler is available as one of the feature articles in the OMA 2011 Annual Report which can be found here: http://www.openmobilealliance.org/comms/pages/oma_2011_AR_contents.html (... scroll down to Section II – Technical Program, Mobile Codes therein).

All specifications of the MC V1.0 Enabler Release can be found here:
http://www.openmobilealliance.org/Technical/current_releases.aspx (... scroll down to OMA Mobile Codes Enabler Release V1.0 therein).
Market trends of mobile barcodes and the value of OMA Mobile Codes Enabler as an open standard:
Adoption of mobile barcodes has seen exponential growth as reported by several major digital market intelligence measurement companies; most notable amongst them is ComScore (as a product neutral voice with a global perspective).  See findings below:
http://www.comscore.com/Press_Events/Press_Releases/2011/8/14_Million_Americans_Scanned_QR_or_Bar_Codes_on_their_Mobile_Phones_in_June_2011 
“At the end of 2011, nearly 1 in 5 smartphone users scanned product barcodes and nearly 1 in 8 compared prices on their phone while in a store.” http://www.comscore.com/Press_Events/Press_Releases/2012/2/comScore_Releases_the_2012_Mobile_Future_in_Focus_Report 

Chronology of mobile barcode deployments:  

Early deployment of mobile barcodes in large scale by mobile operators most notably in Japan (circa 2003) has seen significant market adoption and illustrated the potential of this technology in mobile commerce. Focusing on mobile barcodes applied in mobile advertising, promotion and call-to-action campaigns particularly in Europe and the Americas and also heeding the time-to-market impetus, system vendors began to deploy ‘pre-standard’ solutions in recent years, albeit at the expense of assured global interoperability.  By 2008, there was a general consensus amongst key stakeholders of mobile barcodes that open standards would be required to propel this ecosystem towards a proven trajectory of technology maturity, global interoperability and sustained market adoption (as evidenced by the Facsimile, Internet Email, SMS and MMS, etc.).  Several industry initiatives (namely, the Mobile Code Consortium, GSM Association Mobile Codes Project, and OMA White Paper on Mobile Codes) converged to sponsor an OMA standards project in 2008 to begin work on the Mobile Codes Enabler in accordance with OMA open specifications development process.  Key features & benefits of the OMA Mobile Codes Enabler standard are summarised in the following:

· Mandatory support of two widely deployed ISO/IEC symbology standards of QR Code and Data Matrix as guidance to ensure optimal barcode reading based on a pre-existing range of mobile device camera capabilities and to achieve near global market coverage.

· Encodation and decodation of data mapping with the barcode symbology based on standardised data formats for both Direct and Indirect Codes. This is essential to ensuring predictable mobile code reader/scanner behaviours and attendant user experience.
· Global interoperability of successful barcode scanning and resolution anywhere in the world is achieved through OMA-compliant implementation of Mobile Codes components (i.e., network servers and device clients) and connectivity via the global mobile data network. Such interoperability is independent of: where the compliant mobile code was created, device type, mobile operator, barcode resolution service provider and geographic region based on jurisdiction or market. 

· Optional enhanced features (applicable to Indirect Codes) include: security, tracking & reporting of mobile code usage and client analytics, and support of Code Transfer (aka ‘code portability’).
· Unique value-adds for Indirect Code Resolution also include: support of monetization models and a virtually infinite address space for mapping of barcodes to individually identified objects that can be associated with a wide range of content types (hence able to convey a variety of media and campaign messages). This system design accommodates open-ended use cases much beyond association of barcodes to products only. 
In addition, OMA is pursuing discussion with GS1 (the de facto global authority of ubiquitous barcode identification standards for products) to explore ways and means by which 2D mobile barcodes generated according to GS1 and OMA standards can be read and resolved successfully while preserving the user experience in a universal way.
List of companies endorsing the OMA Mobile Codes standard: 
The following companies have indicated willingness to provide a positive statement with endorsement language: 
AT&T: “...”;
Fujitsu: “...”;
NeoMedia: “...”;
Omnicom/US Subsidiary: “...”; and
NEC: “...” (subject to confirmation).
Note: It is expected that the specific quotations will be coordinated through the OMA Communications Team.  In addition, the above companies have requested to see the final draft press release before confirming their endorsements, with respect to their company legal/public communications policies, etc. 
List of companies who contributed to the OMA Mobile Codes Enabler standard development:
To highlight the stakeholder involvement that was substantial and sustained over the course of this standard development (i.e., meeting attendance, contributions, reviewing, co-signing & supporting company roles on issues), it is proposed that an additional list as below be included as part of the press release:  
OMA would also like to acknowledge the following companies for their input on market requirements and/or technical design contributions towards completion of the project both in quality and timeliness of the OMA Mobile Codes Enabler standard:

Telefonica, Vodafone, Telecom Italia, Orange-FT, Deutsche Telekom/T-Mobile, Sprint, AT&T/Cingular, Alltel/Verizon, NTT docomo, China Mobile, Scanbuy, Neustar, NeoMedia, MobileTag, Fujitsu, RIM, Samsung, NEC, Nokia, Sony-Ericsson, HP Labs, Motorola, Qualcomm, Huawei and ZTE (this is a non-exhaustive random-order list).
Possible promotion of Mobile Codes Enabler standard as part of OMA industry outreach activities:

OMA BoD planning is under way to select a number of OMA Enablers for communications and engagement with the community at large.  Should Mobile Codes Enabler be included on this list, it may include relevant trade organisations and/or app developer communities who have either implemented (or expressed interest in) mobile barcodes. Upon finalisation of such outreach plans, further OMA communications will follow. 

Ref: Proposal in the above topic was submitted to the TP Officers in March 2012; see attachment.
4 Intellectual Property Rights

Members and their Affiliates (collectively, "Members") agree to use their reasonable endeavours to inform timely the Open Mobile Alliance of Essential IPR as they become aware that the Essential IPR is related to the prepared or published Specification.  This obligation does not imply an obligation on Members to conduct IPR searches.  This duty is contained in the Open Mobile Alliance application form to which each Member's attention is drawn.  Members shall submit to the General Manager of Operations of OMA the IPR Statement and the IPR Licensing Declaration.  These forms are available from OMA or online at the OMA website at www.openmobilealliance.org.

5 Recommendation

Final version of this input will be submitted to the TP Officers and/or OMA General Manager for their consideration which will, hopefully, facilitate timely closure of the press release as well as OMA prioritisation of its industry outreach activities in 2012.
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