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Background
In many countries, QR Codes are being used as a mobile call out to connect consumers directly to brand content. GS1 EAN/UPC linear codes are also being used by mobile applications apps to provide consumers with additional product information.
QR codes can be used on any marketing interaction where consumer response is sought from billboards, to magazines to product packaging. As QR Codes started to be used on product packaging, key GS1 users expressed a concern that it did not contain a GTIN, so limiting its future compatibility with GS1 Trusted Source of Data.
Current status
A GS1 standard for QR Code for mobile use was approved in September 2011
· The standard requires both the brand-owner URL and the GTIN to be encoded
· The brand-owner URL and GTIN can be combined to create a unique direct link to the brand-owner website (similar to the URL embedded in non-GS1 QR Code)
· The GTIN can be used for applications that use to GS1 Trusted Source of Data (major differentiating factor versus non-GS1 QR Code)
Since the GS1 QR Code standard is new it has not been implemented by:
· Software packages that prepare bar code images for printing 
· Barcode verification software packages
· Mobile scanning engines (used in turn by mobile applications)
As a result it is of no immediate benefit for brand-owners to add GS1 QR Code to their product packaging since so few consumers can scan it.
Vision
Make GS1 QR code the global standard for 2D mobile barcodes used on product packaging.
Recommendation
Global Office to lead two-phase adoption programme:
· Phase 1: Solution Provider adoption (today - Dec 2013)
Work with global/local solution providers to ensure GS1 QR Code is to ensure it can be encoded and decoded by relevant software and mobile applications. 
· Phase 2: Brand-owner adoption (2014 onwards)
In markets where 80% or more of scanning apps can read GS1 QR Code, brand-owners integrate GS1 QR Code on their packaging. 
Next steps
· Get AC support for recommendation
· Build adoption dashboard to track adoption of scanning devices in key markets 
· Identify top 10 global scanning software providers (representing 50% of global market) and gain commitment to implement 
· Develop adoption kit for MOs to drive adoption local scanning solution providers
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