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1 Reason for Change

Based on specification prototyping, user discovery across federated social networks is an important feature that requires some further clarifications in order to improve interoperability.

This fix applies both to SNEW 1.0 and SNEW 1.1.

2 Impact on Backward Compatibility

N/A
3 Impact on Other Specifications

N/A
4 Intellectual Property Rights

Members and their Affiliates (collectively, "Members") agree to use their reasonable endeavours to inform timely the Open Mobile Alliance of Essential IPR as they become aware that the Essential IPR is related to the prepared or published Specification.  This obligation does not imply an obligation on Members to conduct IPR searches.  This duty is contained in the Open Mobile Alliance application form to which each Member's attention is drawn.  Members shall submit to the General Manager of Operations of OMA the IPR Statement and the IPR Licensing Declaration.  These forms are available from OMA or online at the OMA website at www.openmobilealliance.org.

5 Recommendation

Accept the proposed changes.

6 Detailed Change Proposal

Change 1:  Modify section 8.2.1 to optionally include avatar information
8.2.1 Exposing XRD descriptors

SNEW-2 and SNEW-3 interfaces require the exposure of XRD [XRD] descriptors by SNEW Servers.

In particular, the SNEW Server SHALL:

1. Provide a .well-known/host-meta descriptor according to [HOST-META] at its root domain address, containing at least:

· one lrdd relation link template to a XRD descriptor for user profile discovery (see bullet 2)

· one http://oexchange.org/spec/0.8/rel/resident-target relation link to a OExchange Target XRD descriptor for Target discovery (see bullet 3)

· one oauth2-authorize and one oauth2-token relation links as defined in [OAUTHLRDD] for the discovery of OAuth2 endpoints exposed according to section 10.2. 

· one http://ns.opensocial.org/2008/opensocial relation link to the base URI common to all OpenSocial service endpoints exposed over SNEW-1 and SNEW-2 interfaces. This base URI includes the root domain URI and the REST-Base-Path, whilst the REST-URI-Fragment will vary based on the specific service as per [OS-Social-API].

In addition, this descriptor SHOULD contain one relation link type icon for graphical representation of host icon image, and the value of the link is a image file url. (see D.1) . Image file format suggest to be icon, png, or jpeg .

2. Provide an XRD descriptor that describes user accounts containing at least

· for access to user’s activity stream 

· one http://schemas.google.com/g/2010#updates-from relation link of type “application/atom+xml” that contains the URL of the related SNEW Server’s endpoint

· for reactions exchange

· one salmon relation link according to [Salmon-Protocol] that contains the URL of the SNEW Server’s endpoint that receives reactions related to that user (e.g. comments, replies, mentions, etc)

· one http://salmon-protocol.org/ns/magic-key property according to [MagicSig] that contains the user’s magic key

· for access to profile and contact information

· one http://portablecontacts.net/spec/1.0 relation link according to [POCO] that contains the Base URL of the Portable Contacts API endpoint in order to access user profile information

Note: [POCO] support is natively provided by the People Service of the OpenSocial Social API Server Specification according to [OS-Social-API] section 3.

· one http://ns.opensocial.org/2008/opensocial/people relation link that contains the URL of the OpenSocial People Service endpoint related to that specific user account in order to access user contact information

In addition, this descriptor MAY contain other information such as:

· one http://webfinger.net/rel/avatar that contains the URL of a thumbnail picture representing the user’s avatar.
· one http://webfinger.net/rel/profile-page  link of type “text/html” that contains the URL of the user profile web page
· one describedby link of type “application/rdf+xml” that contains the URL of the user profile description according to [FOAF]

3. Provide a OExchange Target XRD descriptor according to [OExchange-Spec]

Examples of such descriptors are provided in Appendix D.

Change 2:  Clarify user information retrieval procedures

8.2.4 Retrieving user information at remote server

In order to retrieve the user information of a remote user over SNEW-3 interface,  the SNEW Server SHALL first perform user descriptor discovery according to section 8.2.2, unless previously cached.

Once retrieved and validated the user descriptor, the SNEW Server SHALL read the http://ns.opensocial.org/2008/opensocial/people relation link representing the URL of the user’s OpenSocial People Service endpoint. If such relation link is not present in the descriptor, the SNEW Server MAY read the http://portablecontacts.net/spec/1.0 relation link as fallback to obtain the same URL.
The SNEW Server SHALL send a request to that endpoint based on the required operation (e.g. retrieve a user profile information, retrieve user relationships, etc). 
In particular, if this process is triggered by an incoming request over SNEW-1, the SNEW Server SHALL consider that endpoint as concatenation of the REST-Base-Path and the Service-Name (“/people”) and replicate the remaining part of the REST-URI-Fragment. For example, if the incoming request is targeting “http://example.com/snew/v1/people/acct:bob@test.org/@self” and http://ns.opensocial.org/2008/opensocial/people relation link for bob@test.org is “http://test.org/api/os/people”, then the corresponding outgoing request will be sent to “http://test.org/api/os/people/acct:bob@test.org/@self”.
If the requested information cannot be retrieved, the SNEW Server MAY generate a Person object locally according to section 9.3 inserting the target user identifier as “id” property. Other properties, such as “displayName “ or “thumbnailUrl”, to be included in this object may be generated locally and/or derived from other information available from user descriptor (e.g. the http://webfinger.net/rel/avatar link relation if available). This behaviour may be particularly useful when the user descriptor provides a salmon link relation, which de facto indicates that the user exists and can be followed, although a direct access to user information is not available.
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