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1 Reason for Contribution

STI 1.0 does not allow applications to exclude objects in multipart messages from being transcoded. This Input Contribution presents a Use Case that can benefit from such information, as well as Requirements needed for this functionality.

2 Summary of Contribution

See Short Description in next section.

3 Detailed Proposal

Use Case – Do Not Transcode Functionality For Multipart

 ASK  \* MERGEFORMAT Short Description

A Content Provider provides a multipart message including an image and audio (for example an animated Christmas card and a musical jingle). The Content Provider does not want the audio part to be transcoded, truncated, appended or in any other way altered (e.g. due to copyright reasons), even though this may mean that some subscribers will not receive parts or all of the message because of handset capabilities, parts or all of the message that would have been delivered to the subscribers had transcoding been allowed.

Alice possesses this multipart message and wants to send it to her friends Bob and Cathy. Neither Bob’s nor Cathy’s handset support the same image capabilities as does Alice’s, so in both cases the multipart message requires transcoding. However, Bob’s handset supports the same audio capabilities as does Alice’s, which is not the case for Cathy’s handset.

In STI 1.0 it is not possible to transcode fractions of a multipart message. This Input Contribution presents a Use Case where it is possible to disallow transcoding for parts of the multipart message, while the rest of the multipart message is transcoded as normal.

When the Application Service Provider employs transcoding on media objects whenever transcoding is needed, basically all multimedia messages will be renderable on any handset. However, this is not the case when the Content Provider’s desire not to transcode certain media objects (e.g. due to copyright reasons) is considered. The premise of this use case is as follows: The Application Service Provider will never employ transcoding on media objects not allowed to by the Content Provider. This means that multipart messages including, or consisting entirely of media objects for which the Content Provider disallows transcoding will either not be delivered at all, or they will not be renderable on handsets for which transcoding is required. The benefits of this use case should be read and interpreted keeping this premise in mind.

Actors

· The Content Provider

· Alice, Bob and Cathy – the end users

· The Application Service Provider

· The Transcoding Platform Provider

Actor Specific Issues

· The Content Provider wants to be able to provide multipart messages including or consisting entirely of objects that should never be transcoded, truncated, appended or in any other way altered (e.g. due to copyright reasons).
Actor Specific Benefits

· The Content Provider can protect its/a brand and ensure media quality by being able to provide content that will never be transcoded, truncated, appended or in any other way altered, even though this may mean that some subscribers will not receive parts or all of the message because of handset capabilities, parts or all of the message that would have been delivered to the subscriber had transcoding been allowed.
· The Application Service Provider can fulfil the needs of the Content Provider and at the same time deliver a higher percentage of renderable multipart messages, since some objects of a multipart message can be transcoded although the Content Provider disallows transcoding of some other objects in the same multipart message, which is not the case for STI 1.0.

· The Transcoding Platform Provider can offer transcoding of multipart messages for which the Application Service Provider only wants to transcode a fraction.

· Bob and Cathy can enjoy also the multipart messages partly including objects that the Application Service Provider does not want the Transcoding Platform Provider to touch.

Pre-conditions

· The Content Provider provides a multipart message, M, including an image and audio. The Content Provider does not want the audio part to be transcoded, truncated, appended or in any other way altered (e.g. due to copyright reasons).
· Alice possesses the multipart message M.

· The Application Service Provider has one or more Application Platforms that support the STI interface.

· The Application Service Provider has (or has access to) one or more Transcoding Platforms that support the STI interface.

· The Transcoding Platform supports the Do-Not-Transcode functionality for multipart messages.

· Bob has a handset that supports the same audio capabilities as does Alice’s, but not the same image capabilities.

· Cathy has a handset that does not support the same media (image and audio) capabilities as does Alice’s.

· The Application Service Provider receives the multipart message M that should be delivered to Bob and Cathy for which M requires transcoding.

Post-conditions

· None.

Normal Flow

1. Alice sends the multipart message M to Bob and Cathy.

2. The Application Platform analyses the multipart message M and decides that the audio part should not be transcoded.

3. The Application Platform sends a transcoding request to the Transcoding Platform, including the multipart message M or with a reference to the multipart message M, and with an indication not to transcode the audio part.

4. The Transcoding Platform performs the transcoding of the image part of the multipart message M, and leaves the audio part untouched.

5. The Transcoding Platform returns the response to the Application Platform.

6. The Application Platform delivers the transcoded multipart message M to Bob and Cathy.

7. Bob enjoys the complete multipart message M, the image part as well as the audio part.

8. Cathy enjoys the image part of the multipart message M.

Alternate Flow

None.

Requirements

1. STI SHALL support a mechanism to identify, for multipart messages, objects that should not be transcoded.

4 Intellectual Property Rights

Members and their Affiliates (collectively, "Members") agree to use their reasonable endeavours to inform timely the Open Mobile Alliance of Essential IPR as they become aware that the Essential IPR is related to the prepared or published Specification.  This obligation does not imply an obligation on Members to conduct IPR searches.  This duty is contained in the Open Mobile Alliance application form to which each Member's attention is drawn.  Members shall submit to the General Manager of Operations of OMA the IPR Statement and the IPR Licensing Declaration.  These forms are available from OMA or online at the OMA website at www.openmobilealliance.org.

5 Recommendation

Ericsson recommends adding the above Use Case and Requirements to the next version of STI.










NO REPRESENTATIONS OR WARRANTIES (WHETHER EXPRESS OR IMPLIED) ARE MADE BY THE OPEN MOBILE ALLIANCE OR ANY OPEN MOBILE ALLIANCE MEMBER OR ITS AFFILIATES REGARDING ANY OF THE IPR’S REPRESENTED ON THE “OMA IPR DECLARATIONS” LIST, INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO THE ACCURACY, COMPLETENESS, VALIDITY OR RELEVANCE OF THE INFORMATION OR WHETHER OR NOT SUCH RIGHTS ARE ESSENTIAL OR NON-ESSENTIAL.

THE OPEN MOBILE ALLIANCE IS NOT LIABLE FOR AND HEREBY DISCLAIMS ANY DIRECT, INDIRECT, PUNITIVE, SPECIAL, INCIDENTAL, CONSEQUENTIAL, OR EXEMPLARY DAMAGES ARISING OUT OF OR IN CONNECTION WITH THE USE OF DOCUMENTS AND THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE DOCUMENTS.

USE OF THIS DOCUMENT BY NON-OMA MEMBERS IS SUBJECT TO ALL OF THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF THE USE AGREEMENT (located at http://www.openmobilealliance.org/UseAgreement.html) AND IF YOU HAVE NOT AGREED TO THE TERMS OF THE USE AGREEMENT, YOU DO NOT HAVE THE RIGHT TO USE, COPY OR DISTRIBUTE THIS DOCUMENT.

THIS DOCUMENT IS PROVIDED ON AN "AS IS" "AS AVAILABLE" AND "WITH ALL FAULTS" BASIS.

© 2005 Open Mobile Alliance Ltd.  All Rights Reserved.
Page 1 (of 3)
Used with the permission of the Open Mobile Alliance Ltd. under the terms as stated in this document.
[OMA-Template-InputContribution-20040917]

© 2005 Open Mobile Alliance Ltd.  All Rights Reserved.
Page 2 (of 3)
Used with the permission of the Open Mobile Alliance Ltd. under the terms as stated in this document.
[OMA-Template-InputContribution-20040917]

